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ndia pushes
FATF to grey-
list Pakistan
over Ganda-
pur’s Taliban
remarks

ISLAMABAD: The In-
dian government has pre-

sented Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa (KP) Chief
Minister Ali Amin Ganda-

r's recent remarks to the
“inamcial  Action  Task
Force (FATF) as part of its
case against Pakistan, offi-
cials from the global
watchdog said on Thurs-
day.

According to the FATF
officials, New Delhi has
presented the statement as
formal prool in support of
ils stance that Islamabad
provides support to termor-
ist elements, Geo Mews re-

ported.
The Indian submission
specifically  references

Candapur’s recent com-
ment n which he said:
"We arrest the Taliban, but
our own institutions get
them released, claiming
they are their people.”

The remarks, which
drew crilicism at home,
are now being used by
India to request Pakistan’s
re-listing on the FATF's
“increased monitoring”
list, commonly known as
the grey list.

Indian authorities have
argued that this public ad-
mission by a provincial
chief minister shows that
Pakistan's institutions con-
tinue b0 aid and protect ter-
rorst elements,

The FATF officials said
India framed the statement
as a formal “charge sheet”
against Pakistan, particu-
larly highlighting Khvber
Pakhtunkhwa as a region
gravely affected by terror-
1sm and militancy.

Pakistan-US
trade agree-

ment boosts
stock market

Investor sentiment re-
mained buoyant on Thurs-
day as the bourse rallied
on the back of a landmark
trade agreement between
Pakistan and the United
States, alongside contin-

til.! ﬂp[ll’l’ll‘lm OWEr MACTC=
economic  stability  and
policy continuity from the
central bank.

“Pasitive senliment on
US trade deal is a diplo-
matic success, especially
when people compare
higher duties on Indian ex-
port,” said independent in-
vestment and economic
analyst AAH Soomro.

“The hope is that US-
Pakistan parinership con-
timies strengthening,
leading o economic sla-
bility under IMFE" he
added.

The Pakistan Stock Ex-
change’s (PSX) bench-
mark KSE-100 Iadex
closed at 13939042
poiniz, up 978.17 points,
or 0.71%, from the previ-
ous close of 138,412.25.

The index climbed to an
intraday high of
139,977.65, gaining
1,565.40 points, or 1.13%,
while touching a low of
139,369.06, up 956.81
poinis, or 0.69%:.

In a major diplomatic
breakthrough, US Presi-
dent Donald Trump con-
firmed the finalisation of a
trade agreement between
the two countries, The de-
velopment signals a boost
in bilateral cconomic tes
al a time when India con-
tinues o face high tarifls
and geopolitical head-
winds due to its energy
ties with Russia,

According to the Min-
istry of Finance, the agree-
ment  was  concluded
during Finance Minister
Muhammad Aurangzeb's
meeting with the US Sec-
retary of Commerce and
the US Trade Representa-
tive. Pakisian's Ambassa-
dor to the US Rizwan
Saeed Sheikh and Com-
merce Secretary  Jawad
Paul were also present.
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PM reaffirms resolve to
eliminate scourge of terrorism
from Pakistan

"The ztate of Pakistan
15 determined o rood out
the scourge of terrorism
and the world recognises
our successiul operations
against terrorists,”  said
PM Shehbaz,

The premier empha-

sised a multi-pron

stratégy in lJ'li.EI ﬁggﬁ
against terrorism, which
includes ground opera-
tions, relevant legislation,
effective public commu-
nication, and countering
extremist ideologies.

"Pakistan has made full
and effective use of im-
portant elements such as
ground operations, rele-
vant legislation, meaning-
ful public communication
and discouragement of
extremist thinking,” he
added.

He called for enhanced
coordination between fied-
eral and provincial gov-
ermments o ensure ll.'l{.'
strict implementation of
Counfler-lemonsm recoms
mendations,

*The role of the brave
sons of the armed forces
in this war against terror-
sm 15 commendable and
laudable,” he remarked.

He said: "The entire na-
tion, including me, is
prowd of the officers and
officials who laid down
their lives for the country
and their families who
were imbued with the
spirit of sacrifice.”

"The entire Pakistani
nation, the brave forces,
law enforcement agen-
cies, and intelligence
agencies are united and
focused in the war against
terrorism,” he added.

The prime minister
said: "Pakistan’s brave
forces fought the terrorsts
vigorously in Operation

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Sh ehbﬂ:Sﬁﬂn:r reaffirmed Pak-
isfan's commitment o eradicating terrorism during a review meel-
ing of the Steering Committee on Counter-Terrorism on Thursday.

Radd-ul-Fasaad and Zarb-
e-Azb, and the world
recogn el Pakistan's vic-
tory in the recent historic
Marka-¢-Hag."

He acknowledged that
the provincial govern-
ments, the Intelligence
Burcau, the Ministry of
Interior, the Counter-Ter-
rorsm Department, ¢s
cially  the Punjab
Counter-Terrorism  De-
partment, had taken very
cffective steps in this war
against terronsm.

“Pakistan is working on
a comprehensive, effec-
tive and workable strat-
CEY te  completely
climinate Fitna al-Hin-
dustan and Fima al-
Khawarij and other such
anti-social elements,” he
siressed.

He said: "With the joint
strategy and cooperation
of all the relevant instit-
tions, effective operations
were undertaken against

smuggling, which made it
possible o prevent the
menace.”

"Prevention of smug-
gling has had a positive
impact on the economy,"”
hie moded.

"Only a peaceful and
sirong state struciure free
from terrorism restores
the confidence of in-
vestors al the international
level," he said, adding:
"The government has
brought  revolutionary
changes such as digitisa-
tion of all systems and im-
provement in the tax
syslem o restore the con-
fidence of the investors at
the intermational level ”

He said: "Record in-
crease in the Pakistan
Stock Exchange and im-
provement in global rat-

EB s indicate the stability
Pakistans economy,
and thiz will restore the
confidence of foreign in-
vestors "The implementa-

tion of the repanation
programme for Afghan
nationals residing ille-
gally in Pakistan in accor-
dance with international
laws is continuing effec-
tively,” he observed.

Deputy Prime Minister
Muhammad Ishag Dar,
Field Marshal Chief of
Army Stafl’ Syed Asim
Munir, National Security
Adwiser Lientenant (Gen-
eral Muhammad Asim
Malik, Federal Minister
for Informaton  and
Broadcasting  Attaullah
Tarar, Federal Minister
for Law Azam MNanr
Tarar, Federal Minister
for Economic Affairs Di-
vision Ahad Khan
Cheema, Adviser to the
Prime Minister for Inter-
Provincial Coordination
Rana Sanaullah, Minister
of State for Interior Talal
Chaudhry, Chief Secre-
taries of all provinces, In-
spectors.
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Pakistan hails 'landmark’
trade deal w:th US

Prime Minister Shehbaz
Sharif has thanked US
President Donald Trump
for his leadership in final-
ising a "historic” deal be-
ween  Islamabad  and
Washington.

In a post on X, the prime
minister termed the agree-
ment “historic™ and said it
would help deepen eco-
nomic ties and strengthen
the broader parinership
between the twio countres.
"This landmark deal will
enhance our growing co-
operation to expand the
frontiers of our enduring
partnership in days to
come,” he said.

The deal was concludead n
Washington late last night
after intensive falks be-
tween officials from both
sides.

"We have just concluded a
Deal with the Country of
Pakistan, whereby Pak-
istan and the United States
will work mgﬂh-.*.r on de-
veloping their massive Ol
Reserves,” Trump wrote
on social media,

*Major diplomatic suc-
oess”

Minister of State for Fi-
nance Bilal Azhar Kavani
has described Pakistan's
newly concluded trade
deal with the United States
as a major diplomatic suc-
cess and a positive step for
the country's economy.

In an exclusive interview
with Geo News, Kayani
said the agreement was the
outcome  of  sustained
diplomatic engagement in
recent weeks, *This deal
reflects the strength of our
diplomacy,” he said,
adding that his govem-
ment worked consistently
to strengthen diplomatic
oulreach.

He confirmed that the
agreement includes tanfl
reductions on Pakistani
exports (o the US — a
move expected o give a
significant boost to the
country’s trade.

“This 15 a welcome devel-

opment for our economy,
Kayani added.

'Broader partnership tak-
ing shape'

Finance Minister Senator

Muhammad Aurangzeb |1

told Gea Mews that Pak-
istan and the United Siates
had agreed to move trade
and invesiment hand in
hand, following a key
meeting in Washington.

Speaking after talks with
US Commerce Secretary

Howard Lutting and Trade |;
Representative  Jameson |i

Gireer, Aurangzeb  de-
scribed the meeting as
constructive and said the
two sides finalised the
trade agreement during the
discussionm.

“This deal reflects a
broader ecconomic and
strategic partnership that's
now taking shape,” he
said.

The minister thanked all |i

those involved in the ne-
gotiations, saying the pri-
vale sector had played a
vital role and would con-
finue to be supported, es-
pecially in helping to
reduce the trade imbal-
ance.

US total goods trade with
Pakistan was an estimated

7.3 hallion in 2024, ac- |1

mrdl?lg to the website of |1
the Ofee of the US Trade
Representative, up from
around $6.9 hillion in
2023, The US goods rade
deficit with Pakistan was
£3 hillion in 2024, a §.2%
ECrease cm:l 2023,

Dar says it's a done deal
Meanwhile, DPM Dar
broke the news in a late-
night post on X, declaring:
"Pakistan concludes deal
with USaA., Alhamdo-
Lilah." His announcement

capped.

Top PTI leaders including Omar
Ayub, Shibli Faraz sentenced to 10
years in May 9 cases

In its verdict, the spe-
cial ATC sentenced 108
individuals of the total
185 accused, which also
incledes  Sunni  Ittehad
Council (S1C) chief MMNA
Sahibzada Hamid Rara,
who has been handed 10
VEArs 1MpAsonmenl.

The court also acquitted
former PTI leader Fawad
Chaudhry, Zain Qureshi
and Khaval Kastro in the
May 9 case.

In the second case reg-
istered at the Civil Lines
Police Station, the anti-
terrorism court sentenced
28 out of the 32 accused
and acquitted four indi-
viduals,

A total of 107 people
wiere named m the case, of
which 32 were tried.
Among those acquitted
are Fawad Chaudhry,

Zain Qureshi and Khayal
Fastro.

In another case related
o the May 9 violence reg-
istered al Ghulam
Muhammadabad Police
Station, the court sen-
tenced 60  individuals,
while seven of the 6T ac-
cused were acquitted.

The court also handed
down a three-year jail
termm to Junaid Adfzal Saha
in  the aforementioned
case,

Reacting to the verdict,
PT] Chairman Barrisier
Gohar All Khan decried
that a total of 45 years'
sentence has been handed
over to the party leaders
in back-to-back judge-
ments in three days,

"These decisions will
destroy democracy,”
Gohar said while speak-

ing to the media.

"The judiciary is seen
with hope, but the people
have become  disap-

pointed with it. There is
still time 1o save this sys-
tem,” the PTI chairman
said.

"We want the system to
work, democracy to be
strong,” added Gohar.

Today's verdict comes
days after PTI1 leaders Dr
Yasmin Rashid and Mian
Mehmood wr Rasheed
were awarded a 10-year
sentence in May 9 case,
The court also awarded
sentences to former Pun-
jab governor Omar Sar-
fraz Cheema, PTT leaders
Senator Ejaz Chaudhry
and A fzal Aresm Pahiat 1n
the same case,

Indian state refiners stop buying
Russian oil: report

Indian state refiners
have stopped buying
Russian o1l in the past
week as discounts nar-
rowed this month and US
President Donald Trump
warned countries not to
purchase G from
Moscow, industry sources
sand.

India, the world's third-
largest oil importer, is the
biggest buyer of seabome
Russian crude, a vital rev-
enue eamer for Russia as
it wages war in Ukraine
for a fourth vear.

The country’s stale¢ re-
finers — Indian Oil Corp,
Hindustan Petroleum
Corp, Bharat Petroleum
Corp and Mangalore Re-
finery Petrochemical Lud
— have nol sought Russ-
ian crude in the past week
or o0, four sources famil-
iar with the refiners' pur-
chase plans told Eeuters.

I0C, BPCL, HPCL,
MEPL and the federal qil
ministry did not immedi-
ately respond to Reuters

requests for comment.

The four refiners regu-
larly buy Russian oil on a
deliverad basis and have
tumed to spot markets for
replacement  supply
mostly Middle Eastern
grades such as Abu
Dhabi's Murban erude and
West African oil, sources
said.

Private refiners Re-
liance Industnes and MNa-
yara Energy, majority
owned by Russian entities
including oil major Ros-
neft, have annual deals
with Moseow and are the
biggest Russian oil buyers
ing%c:dia. On July :Tr
Trump threatened 100%
tarifls on countries that
buy Russian oil unless
Moscow reaches a major
peace deal with Ukraine.

Indian refiners are
pulling back from Russian
crude as discounts shrink
to their lowest since 2022,
when Western sanchions
were first imposed on
Moscow, due to lower

RBussian exporis  and
steady demand, sources
said.

Refiners fear the latest
EU curbs could compli-
cate overseas trade includ-
ing fund raising — even
for buyers adhering o the
price cap. India has reiter-
ated its opposiiion (o "uni-
lateral sanctiong”.

Trump on "n'.--a:uinﬁda:.-
announced a 25% taniff on
goods imported from
India from August 1, but
added that negotiations
were ongoing. He also
warmed of potential penal-
ties for purchase of Russ-
ian arms and oil.

On Monday Trump cut
the deadline o impose
secondary sanction on
buvers of Russian exporis
to 10-12 days from the
previous 50-day period, if
Moscow does nol agree a
peace deal with Ukraine,

Ruszia is the top sup-
plier to India, responsible
for about 35% of India's
overall supplies.

Ex-MP, six others cleared of deadly
India bombing charges

MUMBAI: An Indian court on Thursday ac-

quitted Hindu nationalist figure and former
BJP lawmaker Sadlvi Pragya Thakur, along

with six others, of charges related to a 2008
bombing near a mosque in Malegaon, Maha-
rashira, that killed six people and injured over

100

The accused had faced
ferrorism  and  oriminal
conspiracy charges over
the blast, which was
caused by a bomb planted
on a motorcycle. The
high-profile tnal, involv-
ing allegations of right-
wing extremism,
stretched on for vears be-
fore concluding with
Thursday’s vendict.

The prosecution
claimed Thakur's motor-
bike was used to carry the
explosives used in the at-
tack, and that she twok
part in a key planning
meeting before it was
staged.

However, Judge AK
Lahoti ruled on Thursday
that the prosecution failed
to provide sufficient evi-
dence against Thakur and
the six others.

"Judgements cannot be
based on morals and pub-
lic perception,” Lahoti
said, according to Indian
legal website Live Law,

fence lawyer Ranjit
Mair said the judge noted
that the prosecution could
not "present any proof
against the accused”,

Indian parliamentarian
Asaduddin Owaisi called
the verdict "disappoint-
ing”, saying those killed

were "targeted for their
religion”,

"A deliberately shoddy |1

investigation/prosecution
is responsible for the ac-
quitial,” he said in a post
on K.

Islam is a munonity reli-
gion in Hindu-majority
India, the world's most
populous country.

Dunng the tnal, India's
counter-lermonsm
said the 2008 bombing
was orchestrated to incite
communal tensions, local
media reporied.

Thakur, 55, spent ning
years in jail before she
was given bail in 2017.

She later won an ¢lec-
tion after being fielded by |
the BIP to run for 2 seat in
the central city of Bhopal.

Indian election rules
allow anvone to stand for
office as long as they have
not been convicted of a
crime.

Thakur courted contro-
versy when she called the
radical Hindu agsassin of
Indian independence hero
Mahatma Gandhi a "pa- |j
triot” — eaming her a re-
buke from Prime Minister
Narendra Modi.

She also raised eye-
brows for claiming that
drinking cow unne had
helped cure her cancer
and extolling.

Food minister dismisses sugar crisis
concerns, assures ample stock available

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for National
Food Security Rana Tan-
veer Hussain on Thursday
denied any sugar crisis in
Pakistan, asserting that the
country holds suflicient
stock and faces no issue
with supply or prices.

His remarks, made at a
press conference in Islam-
abad, come amid wide-
spread rs of
1.:rl':lx.lnr'.'iv:ning magcs and
escalating costs  across
major cities. Markets in
Lahore and Islamabad are
facing severe shortages,
while prices in Karachi,

Peshawar, and Quetia
surge to Bs190 per kilo-
gramme, defying official
caps.

"There is no sugar cri-
sis. The count has
enough stock, and prices
are stable,” said Hussain,
dizmissing what he called
“misleading impressions”
regarding sugar import
and export.

He said that the sugar
trade is a routing process
and highlighted that Pak-
istan has engaged in both
exporting and importing
sugar for “the past
decade”. He also said that

all decisions concemning
the sugar trade are ap-
proved by the Sugar Advi-
sory Board, which
includes federal ministers,

wincial represematives,
Eﬁl other L.::;' stakehold-
ors,

Huszain shared that last
year, Pakistan had a sur-
plus of 1.3 million metric
tonnes of sugar, which
was the basis for allowing
the export of the same
quantity,

At that time, SO0 000
metric tonnes of sugar
were part of the opening
stock.

Sindh ombudsman orders to remove KE CEO over
workplace harassment

EARACHI: The
Provineial Ombudsman
for Sindh has directed the
removal of K-Elecine
Chief Executive Officer
{CEQ) Moonis Alvi in a
case periaining o work-
place harassment.

Justice (r) Shahnawaz
Tarig, who serves as the
Provincial Ombudsman
for Prolection Against
Harassment of Women at
the Workplace, alzo im-
posed a fine of Rs2.5 mil-
lion on Alvi. The fine

must be paid within one
month. According to the
ruling, the complainant
was subjected to harass-
ment and mental distress
by the KE CED. If Alwvi
fails to comply with the
order, the ombudsman has

directed authorities to
freere his movable and
immovable assets. His
[Moonis Alvi] CNIC and
passport may also be
blocked if the fine 15 not
paid, the ruling said.
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Germany |
. warns Israel |
I

' against unilat-
 eral actions in |
Palestinian ter-|
' ritories !
iGermany’s Foreign Min-

iister Johann Wadephul;
lemphuumd on Thursdayi
Ithat recognising a Pales-!
Itinian state should follow!
'megotiations aimed at'
achieving a two-state s-n»
lution, amid rising ten-
Iﬂlﬂﬂ! over "annexation
jthreats" by some lsrm.-.luI
.mlmslmt.

i Wi 1 is heading uﬂ"
ite Israel and the Palestin-
iian territories for a fact-i
ifinding  mission  ini
Iresponse o growing con-!
leerns about the hunnm-l

“tarian crigis in Gaza,

:His commenis n:prﬁent
Gnmr‘s] :itm g
wammgtn srael o

i as Western nations, in-;
;cludmg Britain, Emd:..
iand France, signal their|
iintent to support Palestin-|
lian statehood at the up-!
Icoming United Hatmm.'
IGie Assembly.

' Critics, however, mmend'
!that Germany's cnutmus

u?mc.h is influenced
i historical sense of guilt;

jregarding the Hnlnu:&ml,
iand a prevailing pro-ls-j
irael bias in in ial|
imedia circles, which mayi
i limit the West's effective-i

!nm in applymg pressure!

'ln I:us Elllﬂmﬂit.. Wade-!
' phul reiterated Gmmny‘s'
jstance that a susmmahle
jresolution to the Gazawar,
,un only be achieved;
ithrough a negotiated tum..
istate solution — a Pales-|
itinian state co-existing in|
Fpmtl ide Isracl. :
"In light o anmexa-!
'unnhlﬂcmm parts crf'
'ih: Israeli government, a!

' growing number of coun-!
Inu - including many u:.:
E - are now pre-;
,pa o recognise a
(Palestinian  state even,
iwithout a prior negotia-j
ition process. The regioni
rand the Middle East peace
Iprocess ane therefore at al
lerossroads,” said Wnde—'
:phul

"Tlul eS8 must hegl:n.
Imw %ld l.lllllﬂ'lml
isteps be taken, ﬁmmnyl
jtoo will tu: compelled tu,
jres

.Imtlu anc: Mmulu,
iBenjamin  MNetanyahu'si
rcoalition includes twio far-|
iright parties that call for!
Ithe outright conquest of!
'Gaza and the re-establish-!
tment of Jewish sﬂilnn'
‘ments there. Two mmml
g;w:mrr::; ministers;
-also vo support on
ITI'I'IJ for nnmmg:
|ih= Israeli-occupied "ﬂqu.

i Bank,

iThe death toll from al-!
Imost two years of war be-!
Itween Israel and Hamas!
Yin Gaza surpassed mnm'
1|'II5 week, A growing!
tnumber of civilians are;
d:.-rm: from starvation aund
,nmlnulntmn, Gaza I:ulll.‘n,
.aullu:ntms say, with im-
jages of starving children,
ishocking the world and,
iintensifying criticism of)
i Israel over its curbs on aidi
linto the enclave, '
IGermany, to ¢ with!
ithe United States, has!
' remained one of ls:-

:mt staunchest allies and

;largest arms suppliers.
i German officials say their;
iapproach to Israel 15 gov-j
remmed by a special respon-|
isibility, known as thei
I"Staatsraison”,  arisingi
ifrom the legacy of the
IMazi Holocaust, They s:n}r!
they can_achieve more!
Ihmugh diplomatic bm:k:
chﬂmﬂs than  public;
,mmmu.hu—hm‘tﬁn i
,man mediaThe largest;

:A:r:el gulpmﬁcm|

rowns its best-selling dailyi
i Bild as well as other pub-i
Hications like Welt and!
'Fnlmm includes a qmv'
clf ic Israel :nmmu-
 ment in its core m*pmlt
!pnnclples.

i The clause commits Ax:l
,Spnngtr and its ﬂnpln]r-,
jees o a pro-Israel e-d:tm.
irial stance. [
iBild published a story oni
I Thursday, for mmnplw
Idenouncing a "hunger
lcampaign® against lsmll
-and moves Wﬂttm:
c:mntnu Lo raise pressure,
un the country, which |t
san'] had prolonged lhe
,war in Gaza by cmbr.'-tdq
jening Hamas to Inwe.
iceaselire talks. The paper
mramﬂl Germany for noti
idoin |
1Anot Bl!d story onl
"Thursday denounced a!
"campaign designed to]
rnvn:u‘:lil:.I destroy Israel”. !

' Chancellor. il



e e ) T = W W W W R R W W T W W W W W H

&Puhldud v Dr. Naeem Sadiq rnmfmwnﬂ Quetta. Phone No: 0093-812470990 Fax No. 0092-812470991 For News.
Wlmmmﬁu House No.#l Sabzal Road

Mian Jarak Rﬂhlﬂw Mo 5 15t Noor Al Palaza Road Bloe Area

Mﬂr: MTDIGH: IHI-E.’-I]-IBD Fu. 050-831 1450 Email:1sb3

TEEwEEd

Daily

GwaoartTiMES

Gwadar

1st August, 2025

Sugar politics

;ln

alaise of governance failure.

he state has vet again failed to regulate the

arkets and shield the consumers. The AGP’s
testimony before the Public Accounts Commit-
tee of the National Assembly underlines how
ﬂuz state often acts to protect the interests of
ﬂle powerful business lobbies — especially

hen these interesis align with those of the rul-

ng political elite.

hat makes the already murky business of
ugar even murkier is the opacity around the
Ecluil ownership of the mills. It is widely
nown that a major share of the sugar industry
fls controlled by those who eccupy top public
offices and sit in parliament or are closely re-
ated to them. In certain cases, these interests
gre fronted by proxies to abscure the actual

beneficiaries.

"The government’s inability, perhaps unwilling-
e55, to give the committee anything beyond
the names of the mills’ directors reinforces sus-
icions that the decision to permit sugar ex-
ris was made to benefit entrenched political
nterests. Indeed, PAC chairman Junaid Akbar
é.(han stated that, more than just poor plan-
ing, the practice of first exporting surplus
ugar and then importing it at a higher price
ks of deliberate policy manipulation to ben-
-efit a group of 42 families. The PAC’s demand
or full disclosure of ownership of the sugar
ills, therefore, is justified. People have every
ght to know wl:m, especially among the polit-
cally exposed, profits at their expense when
%uhll: policy is formulated to serve private

business interests.

‘While the PAC is to be commended for de-

anding transparency, this is not the first time
r indusiry has come under scrutiny for
ts political clout and policy manipulation. The
pugar crisis marked by drastic retail price in-
creases and domestic shortages due to exports
E:1 2020 under the Imran Khan administration

the su

ad led an ingquiry commission that came to
imilar conclusions. The probe had found evi-
den:e of manipulation and profiteering within
the sugar indusiry, and the crisis was attrib-
uted to policies that subsidised sugar exports.
¢ commission had made recommendations
or regulating the sugar trade, but these have
mained unimplemented.
ikewise, the Competition Commission has
been unable to recover fines it imposed on the
industry for cartelisation and price fixing. Can
the PAC break the sugar cartel or curb millers’
nllcrmak[nf“ Given the en-

an fluence in

renchment of the owners

:I ittle room for nEﬁmIsm

I'HE revelation by the auditor general of Pak-
stan that the sugar mill owners have stashed
way a staggering Rs300bn in additional prof-
Fis by heftily raising the retail prices of the
mmmndlw after the government granted them
rt p-ermis:sinﬂ is quite instructive. That the
ustry, notorious for wielding its enormous
olitical clout to profiteer, manipulate policy
nd steal taxes, has pulled this off again is not
E;I‘.IH scandalous, it also exposes the deeper

n politics, there is

O

-

Pakistan’s changmg climate
Ali Taugeer Sheikh

THE ongoing floods
paint a stark picture: the
traditional monsoon sys-
tem that has sustained the
region for millennia is un-

dergoing dramatic

| | changes, Pakistan is at the

cpicentre of a climate
transformation that is fun-
damentally altering the
nature of monsoon rains
and flood patterns across
the country. No longer do
the monsoons follow pre-
dictable paiterns, loca-
tions, calendar  and
intensity,

How are the climatic
Eh.ﬂ.ngt:vi redefining Pak-
istan's flood landscape?
To begin with, rescarch
reveals that while the in-
tensitvof rainfall has in-
creased exponentially, the
number of rainy days dur-
ing the monsoons has de-
creased. The changing
climate is leading to the
geographic redistribution
of rain. Monsoons have
primanly affected the
northermn mountainous ne-
gions. Bul recent years
show a shift, with greater
concentration of intense,
heavy rainfall events now
occurring in the southem
PIOVINGES,

This trend marks a de-
parture from the nom
where the northern arcas
received the bulk of the
monsoon  raing,  The
southward shift alters the
level of flood risks and
challenges the existing in-
frastructure, signalling a
transformation in how we
experience the weather, It
threatens the relevance of
some of our fMood mans<
agement institutions, poli-
cies and approaches.

Researchers have ob-
served that since 2010,
temperatures in Pakistan's
monsoon belt have in-
creased at the rate of .18
degrees Celsius annually.
This warming has pro-
found implications, as
warmer air can hold sig-
nificantly more moisture:
for every 1°C of tempera-
ture increase, the almos-
phere’s  water-holding
capacity grows by seven
gcr-:w:nl. During the April

025 heatwave, with tem-
peratures up to 8°C above
normal in some places, it
translates o a dramati=
cally increased atmos-
pheric moisture capacity,
setting the stage for dev-
astating downpours, The
int-:ns:%ymg sequence of
stronger heatwaves fol-

by heavy rainfalls
has become almost pre-
dictable and urgently re-
quires an integrated

policy approach.
Climatic changes are

flood landscape.Lét’s re-
view five major trends in
recent years:Mon-rverine
flooding: The country
faces increasing vulnera-
bility to non-niverine
flooding. These Noods,
caused by intense lo-
calised rainfall, sinke
with little waming and
overwhelm  encroached
waterbodies and drainage
systems. Recent examples
highlight this threat. In
2020, Karachi expen-
enced its worst floodin-
genter link  description
here in almost a century
when 2235 millimetres of
rain fell in a single day.
The 2025 monsoon
brought similar devasia-
tion a8 Punjab’s Chakwal
district received 400mm
in just 10 hours. Urban
centres like Lahore and
Rawalpindi have seen en-
tire Strects turn into rivers.

Addressing non-river-
ine flocds needs a muli-
faceted approach:
enhancing carly waming
syslems, ing urhan
drainage infrastructure
and hu]st-i.nellg, COmmunity
disaster ingss. Cru-
cially, the National Flood
Protection Plan 1V (2015-
2025} requires co
hensive revisions to full
integrate cutting-cdge chi-
mate science, including
advanced modelling for
l:hc increasing mtn:nsu}'

and frequency of precip-
tation events, to cffec-
tively manage these
CMErZIng  non-rverine
flood sources.

Cloudbursts:  Sudden,
intense rainfall over small
arcas has become  fre-
quent,.  These  exireme
events, where rain greater
than or equal to 100mm
falls hourly, can devastate
commumities within min-
utes. Azad Kashmir, KP
and Gilgit-Baltistan have
seen a rise in flash floods
and landshides, triggered
by heatwaves in the upper
Indus Basin, as seen in the
Babusar cloudburst this
month. However, some
officials, rather than ad-
dressing I.'|1¢ roblem of
inadequate infrastructure
or limited n&e
ity, erroncously label all
heavy rainfall as cloud-
bursis, as seen in the case
of Chakwal and Islam-
abad's Saidpur village.
This mischaracterisation
undermines  credibility
and may impede efforts to
introduce risk insurance
and nsk transfer mecha-
nisms.

Koh-i-Sulaiman: This
mountain range, separat-
ing parts of Balochistan
from KP. Punjab and

deadly source of flash
floods. Intense rainfall
generates powerful tor-
rents that race into popu-
lated wvalleys, affecting
south Punjab’s D.G. Khan
and Rajanpur districts.
This has led to submerged
villages, burst dams and
mass displacement, af-
ﬁ:cli:;g E:dm: ?ﬂ}.qm
people and inundating
over 300,000 acres in
D.G. Khan and Rajanpur
respectively in 2022, The
2024 torrents recorded
flows exceeding 70,000
cusecs. Ironically, these
districts offer ideal op-
tions 1o harness foodwa-
ters  for  nature-based
solutions,

Salt Range and barani
arcas: These areas have
seen a notable in¢rease in
extreme weather events,
including severe floods
from intense monsoon
rains, froquent heatwaves,
hailstorms and occasional
higher-¢levation snowfall.
Together, they underscone
growing climate volatility,
resulting i 1er risks
of flas ., crop
losses and community
disruptions. While the ay-
thorities have responded
with emergency meas-
ures, local flooding is
made worse by the loss of
topsoil and the bursting of
unrégulated private check
u:la.ms which damages the

¥.

UI!'hEL'Il flooding: Pak-
istan's haphazardly grow-
ing urban sprawl has
become particularly vul-
nerable to new rainfall
patterns. Urban flooding
has transformed from oc-
casional inconvenience to
regular catastrophe. Cities
like Karachi, Lahore,
Rawalpindi and Islam-
abad face severe flooding
as drainage systems prove
inadequate. The wurban
heat island effect intensi-
fies rainfall, while rapid
urbanizsation reduces nat-
ural drainage and over-
whelms aging
infrastructure, often dis-
rupling economic activity.

In all, the changing
rainfall patterns alter how
water interacis with the
landscape. Heat-induced
s0il hardening reduces in-
filtration capacity by 40-

. IMcAmm intense
rains run off the surface
rather than being ab-
sorbed. This creates a sit-
uation whene extreme heat
events set the stage for
more devastating floods
Heavy rainfall also satu-
rales soil, preventing ab-
sOrption duri
subscquent storms a
compounding  flooding

Strategic crisis management

Dr Moonis Ahmar

When survival of a
ocountry or an organisation
is at stake, strategies 1o
deal with a crisis sifuation
ar¢ adopted. Composed of
strategic  planning and
strategic thinking, those
trying 0 manage a crisis
must possess  requined
skills to deal with a sifua-
tion of critical nature in a
strategic manner, Accord-
ing to Mermam Webster

Dicti strategy
MEans, “the science and
art of employing the polit-

ical, economic, psycho-
logical, and military
forces of a nation or group
of nations to afford the
maximum support 1o
:ld-uph:d policies in peace
or war.”

Strategic crisis man-
agement is an innovative
term and a concept which
aimi to professionally
deal with a dangerous sil-
wation skillfully. Accord-
img  to Al overview,
"Slralegic crisis manage-
ment is a proactive and m-
tegrated approach 1o
preparing for, responding
to, and recovering from
crises, It involves embed-
ding crisis management
intgp  an  organization'’s
overall strategic planning
process, rather than treat-
ing it as an isolated func-
tion. This approach
focuses on minimizing the
impact of crises by antici-
pating potential threats,
developing  comprehen-
SIVE TCSpONSe Stratlegics,
and fostering effective
communication and col-
laboration.”

Crises in Gaza, Ukraine
amdd Iran-lsrael as well as
the US-Iran relations and
the Indo-Pak relations,
apart from global eco-
nomi¢c problems, require
strategy for their effective
management. Likewise,
cconomic crisis, political
schism, water ¢risis and
environmental crisis re-

uires proper manage-
1:Inw;-nt 31-::[;13 with swalt‘%ic
foresight and vision.

Acumding o  Ewver-
bridge, "Crnisis manage-
ment 15 an oTganizalion’s
process  and  strategy-

based approach for identi-
fying and responding to a
critical ¢vent. A cnitical
event can be defimed as
any threat, unanticipated
incident, or negative dis-
ruption with the polential
0 impact an organiza-
tion's people, property, or
BUSINesEs Processes,

Being pre o re-
spond to and recover from
a cnitical event rcqmn:s a
sophisticated crisis man-
agement plan. Prioritizing
crisis management also
helps organizations miti-
gate the secondary conse-
quences of critical events.
Establishing a plan can
help organizations move
from a position of reactiv-
ity to proactively safe-
guarding against all the
effects a critical event can
have on an organization.”

The concept of strate-
EIC CTiSis management can
only be understood and
applied in a socicty which
i5 educated and enli
encd and possess
cal skills and :ntﬁul
thinking. When concepts
like strategy, erisis and
management are rooted in
the mindset of people, one
can expect a country o
deal with issucs that pose
threat to its survival. For
example, economic
predicament of Pakistan is
a perennial issue,

I Pakistan 1% economi-
cally fragile, it will have
its impact on politics,
governance and foreign
policy. Had there been a
focus on the part of Pak-
istan's leadership on seck-
ing éxcellence in strategic
crisis management, the
country would have been
on the list of 20
cconomics of the world.
But, the reality on the
ground is different be-
cause Pakistan's infernal
and external debt burden
is around 250 billion dol-
lars; its foreign exchange
reserves held by the cen-
tral bank amount to 15
billion dollars, exports are
30 billion dollars annu-
ally, per capita income is
1,700 dollars, GDP 1s 373
billion dollars, income

redefining the country’s  Sindh, has emerged as 2 during. Dawn..
Gotterdammerung
ES. Ajjazuddin
from tourism is less than World War Il detonated France 2.1pe, Brtain
one billion dollars a year | in  sequence: the An-  2.3pcand Japan 1.4pe, Al

and remittances are worth
32 billion dollars annu-
ally. Most of the state in-
stitutions like PIA and
Steel Mill possess a debi
of 200 billion ;

There is a direct link
beiween  ecconomy  and
politics. As long as Pak-
1stan is under political ¢ri-
gis, it will negatively
impact its economy, gov-
ernance, rule of law and
foreign policy. The dearth
of strategic thinkers and
crisis managers in Pak-
istan miligates hope to
transform it as a vibranmt
state, In FY'2025-26 Pak-
istan needs (o retum mong
than 22 billion dollars of
foreign debt which will
PUl CHOTIOUS PTESSUTS On
15 economy. Strategic cri-
§i% management requines
the leadership to have the
qualities of hard work, in-
telligence, integrity, com-
mitmeni, planning,
management and vision.
This also requires revers-
ing the culture of cormup-
tion and nepotism.

Strategic crisis man-
agement needs o be ex-
amined and analysed
from three angles.

First, the need to have a
critical mass emerging
from educational institu-
tions having knowledge
of strategy and crisis man-
agement @5 essential,
Training, advocacy and
best practices in a soci
also contribute tow
training people capable of
understanding and man-
aging a ¢risis. Pakistan's
dilemma is that its elites
are devoid of commit-
ment and professional ex-
pertise in strategy and
crisis management, Those
controlling the instru-
ments of power formulate
ﬁ;[nim on an ad hoe

is without learning les-
sons from past mistakes.
They also lack the com-
mitment to leam from
suceessiul models of cri-
gis decision-making i.e.
how leadership in such
countries is able to focus
on right. Express tribun..

schluss or annexation of
Austria by Germany in
March 1938; Germany's
invasion of Czechoslovas
kia in March 1939: and
Hitler’s incursion (with

Stalin’s  support) into
Poland in  September
1939,

World War 111 began in
1945, It has been an on
ing affair, fought in Vict-
nam, Cambodia, Iraq,
Syria, Luh?andEgy t. It
is now in Yemen, in
and in Ukraine, It "-'."IH :r
President Donald Tramp
has his way, soon spread
across the globe. No sin-
gle leader since Hitler has
made militarisation his
mantra. Trump is not con-
tent On ensuring, as past
US presidents have done,
that the US had the capac-
iy to defend itself msl
any aggressors fool
cnough 10 cross the hl-
lantic or the Pacific
occans. He wants ¢very
ploughshare in the world
converted into swords.

For the moment, his at-
tention is riveted on Euro-

countries and J .
He demands that they be-
come responsible  more
for their own defence
rather than relying on the
US as their guarantor of
lhn Iasl resort. In this, he

of, for ex-
:lmplc. supﬂrl Donald —
Polish Prime Minister
Donald Tusk, who ad-
vised his EU colleagues:
“Dont ask America what
it ¢can do for our security.
Ask vourselves what we
can do for our own secu-
rity.” (Tusk cruelly in-
verted LF Kennedy’s
famous phrase: “Ask not
what your country can do
for you, ask what yvou can
do for your country.”™)

WWIII began in 1945,
It has been an ongoing af-
fair.

Trump's demand is for
an increase in defence
spending to five cent
of ¢ach country’s GDP
{more than twice the EU's
current average). Ger-

many  spends  1.9pe,

the gite ¢nd of the

m Ukraine spends
Edpc, Israel 8.8pe. and
Saudi Arabia 7.J3pec. If
Trump’s proposal suc-
ceods, EU Il:‘vlal:ﬂ members
must raise their defence
budgets by €613 billion
{$708bn) annually. (EU
green and social Is are
a poor second at €375 bn.)

Trump's plan is less o
reinforce Europe’s de-
fence than feed America’s
voracious military-indus-
inal complex. In FY 2024,
the US foreign mulitary
sales  system  was
S117.9bn, a 45pc increase
over FY 2023, Prominent
customers were Tirkiye
£23bn, Isracl 518.8bn and
Romania 57.2bn.

Itis ed that “elose
to halfof the fighter jets in
active service across Eu-
ropean air forees originate
from the US, while Amer-
ican — rather than Euro-
pean — missile defence
systems remain the most
widel loved on the
c{&ntlrfl:n‘:E?Tg avold be-
coming another Ukraine,
Poland has acquired so
many tanks that it has
more than the British,
French  and  German
armi¢s combined.

In 1961, President
Dwight Eisenhower (once
a general) wamed his
country against the “con-
junction of an immense
military establishment and
a large arms industry™. He
added: “We must guard
against the acquisition of
unwarranted  influence,
whether sought or un-
sought, by the military-in-
dusinal complex. The
potential for the disastrous
rise of misplaced
exists and will persist.”

It has. Trump does not
have the time to read
Eisenhower’s  farewell
speech, nor do the con-
tractors who benefit from
lhr: Pentagon™s largesse.

rc’pon revieals that
during 2020-2024, “out of
the total defence spending
of 54.4 trllion, private
firms. Dawmn..
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China and America —
competitive coexistence

Inam Ul Haque

Last week while dis-
cussing Sino-US rivalry,
we concluded the im-
probability of a war over
Taiwan. And although
the US leads in many
critical sectors, China 15

idly closing the capa-
bility gap. as capacity or
scale has never been a
%nh]-cm for Beijing.

15 piece will discuss
addinonal facets of
Sino-US competition.

The comparison of
both countries' national
power potential (NPP)
becomes confusing, as
there are ﬁm:m arﬁu-
ments  on
which grawtate to de-
clare either side a win-
ner. In the May-June
2025 issue of Forcign
Affairs, Kurt M Cam
bell and Rush Doshi

ue that China has the

vantage of 'scale and
mass" compared to a
‘strategically distracted
and politically paralysed
Us.

They define 'scale’ as
the ability to use 'size'
for generating efficiency
and productivity to out-
compete rivals. They
dispel the notion that ‘an
aging, slowing, and in-
creasingly nimble China
would not overtake an
ascendant US in due
course of time.'! They
make the case that on

critical metrics,
PH.Cy has already out-
matched the US. And
even if China falters and
slows down, as many
pundits believe, it re-
mains formidable tech-
nologically, militarily
and economically.

For China, scale or
"quantity has a quality all
its own' as the Sowviet
leaders used to say about
the USSR. To undo the
Chinese advantage of
scale — the cited writers
recommend - Washing-
ton should revamp its al-
liances, shunning the
le approach of treat-
ing allies as 'dependent
recipients of protection’;
and instead consider its
alliance architecture as a
collection of "managed
relationships’ for pooled
and integrated capacity
across  military, eco-
nomi¢ and technological
domains. They posit that
the US must play for 'co-
hesion and collective
leverage' against Bei-
jing, playing for "time
and mass'. The com-
bined economies of
America, together with
its main anti-China allies
in¢luding Canada, India,
Japan, Korea, Mexico,
New Zealand and EU
are £60 trillion, com-

I;ared to China's $18 tril-

In the absence of cited
alliance, China is des-
tined to win the race for
power and hegemony all
over the world, except
Europe, where the US
power is likely to be
confined, in the mid to
long-term. Deespite
China's challenges such
as demography, depend-
ency ratio (adult workers
to children and retirees),
labour shortfalls (com-
pensated by Al and ro-
botics in future) and
debt, China will con-
tinu¢ to play the long

game.
Using the World Bank
methodology,  China

economically "surpassed’
the US ahﬂu}lt a decade
ago and i1s 25% larger
today. PRC's uctive
capacity is three times
larger than the US; s
share of global manufac-
turing is 30% compared
to America's 15% (pro-
jected to come down to
11% by 2030); China's
cement production is 20
times, steel 13 times,
cars 3 times, power gen-
eration 2 times larger
than the US.

China produces al-
maost half of the world's

chemnicals, three quaners
of electric batteries,
more than two-thirds of
electric vehicles, half of
the world's ships, 80%
of consumer drones,
90% of solar panels and
almost monopaolises rare
carths' supply chain.
China has helped install
half of the world's indus-
trial robots (seven times
larger than the US) and
i5s way ahead of the US
in fourth-generation nu-
clear technology. So,
rise of the Middle King-
dom to Global promi-
nence is only a matter of
time.

Realising the above
inevitability, another an-
alyst, Rana Matter in the
cited magazing, empha-
sises co-existence with
China urging the West
Plus to avoid policies
that make conflict in-
escapable. To  him,
China ardently follows
the Qing, Dynasty (ruled
1644-1912) slogans of
"Rich Country and
Strong Army™ and "Chi-
nes¢ for Essence and
Western  for  Usage”®.
Under President Xi Jin-
ping, China has contin-
ued to pursue a
"harmonious world';
democracy with Chinese
characteristics; and ma-
terial progress without
becoming Western. The
Chinese Communist
Party (CCP) has made
PRC militarily strong
and economically se-
cure. It has pursued the
"'Confucian Canon Proj-
ect', stressing the impor-
tance¢ of harmony in
public life.

China's upward trajec-
tory is likely to continue
unless it involves itself
or 15 drawn into military
conflict. Although, Chi-
nese nationalists would
want Beijing to have a
more muscular, aggres-
sivie and assertive inter-
national and regional

sturing, shunning the
image of a ‘hesitant
power’. A conflict would
scare  away China's
neighbours especially in
Southeast Asia, with
whom China has territo-
rial disputes, driving
them to anti-China camp
more staunchly. Conflict
also erodes China's soft
power. CCP understands
this, hence, believing in

peaceful rise, it would
avoid conflict over
Tiawan, as argued last
week. The Party in all
pragmatism, would de-
prioritis¢ s quest for
unification of Taiwan
with mainland and con-
tinue with military "pos-
tunng’ only.

China’s present and
future leadership see
value in 'cooperative ex-
istence’ within an inter-
connected and
inextricably linked
world. Beijing has re-
cently moved to that
sitton by becoming
peacemaker in the Mid-
dle East like other coop-
erative actors Tirkive,
Qatar, the UAE, etc,
even though their inter-
nal policies are not re-
flective of democracy
and other trappings of
Western-styled gover-
nance.

China would need to
overcome global scepti-
cism about IS intentions,
as some analysts argue.
And sell itself abroad
like America does, de-
spite internal discord
within the US over van-
ous issues. As the world
SECS MOne strongmen in
positions of power and
democracy  eroding,
China's humanistic val-
ues steeped in Confu-
cianism can lead to
greater peace and amity
under some sort of "au-
thoritarian  welfarism'.
Beiyjing can champion
clean and n energy,
for example, humamst
Al, emerge as a technol-
ogy hub and a centre of
hybrid cultures fusing
elements from China
and the West, creating a
more peaceful Global
Order than the one that
brought wars, destruc-
tion, pain and suffenng.

A Wess Mitchel par-
tially emphasises the
above sentiment by
stressing "The Return of
Cireat-Power Diplo-
macy" as a way forward.
Since the US is increas-
ingly becoming militar-
ily incapable to f%
forever wars, especially
in the future against
China and Russia simul-
taneously, it must returm
to 'strategic diplomacy’
by containing the
weaker (Russia) partner
through détente and fo-
cusing against  the
stronger (China) and
nudge Europe along. He
also emphasises building
the largest possible
coalition against China,
starting in Aisa.

From the above dis-
cussion, one thing is
clear. Chinese power 15
unsettling to the West
with strong contenders
for containing it or coex-
isting with it competi-
tively. D-mwm&l]eumg
nto war may
sary for Western hawks,
and CCP needs to
reckon with it

Exress tribun..
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TENDER NOTICE =

Th Superintendent Govt Doy Farm, Cuelia inviles bids from
eligible Bidders for supply of following items,  TSE-25260TT96531
Note: In All Procurements of GOB Whether Through Electronic
or Manual Bid Submission, i is Mandatory For All Bidders to
Get Registered Al Elecironic Pulblic Procurement System of

BFPRAGOB.  TenderFeeRs. 1000/
SMNo  Classof Object Bid Security
1 Animal Food & Medicine (Total emis) Count: 16) 2%

2 Medical Equipmentand Accessanas

(Total Bem{s) Count: 15)

3 Sports ihems (Total tem({s) Count: 16)
4 Stnuchares and Bulding and Construction and
Manufacturing Componaents and Supphes

(Total Rem{s) Counl: 16)

5 Materal Handling and Conditioning and Starage
Machinery and thelr Accessones and Supplies

(Total Bem(s) Count: 16}

6 Toolsand General Machinery

(Total Bemis) Count: 15)

Procuremenis shall be made wnder the Balochistan Public
Procuremend Rules - 2014, Eligibility of Bidders: 3 Assignments of
Simelar Nabune and Complexdty 1,000,000 in Previous 3 Years Tum
over of at least 2,000,000 PHR in 3 Subsequent Previous Years
Pregance nActive Tax Payer List Sales Tax Certificate The bidding
firm must not be curmently blacklisted by any procuring agency of
Pakistan JV is nol permissible Submission of the required Bid
Security in case Bid Security i nol found a5 required during financial
evaluation the bicding firm shall be declaned as in-gligibe and non-
responare Submassion of the required Bidding document Fes
Procedure Of Procurement: Single Siage Two Emvilope Bidding
Procedure Bid Security: The bids must accompany Bid Security in
thee foem of Deposil at Call of 2 % specified abowve in the name of the
under-signed from a scheduled bank. Tender Documents: The
bidding documents can be oblained from the office of the under-
sigred 1,000 PER Bsuance of tender Documents: From the dale
of publicaion of NIT o 15 August, 2025during office hours on
working days Last Date of bid submission: The Tenders musd be
submitted la%est by 15 Augus, 202500 1200 PM. Tender opening: All
ienders will be opened on same day at the office of the under-signed
at 0100 PM Address: Office of the Superntendent Govt: Dairy
Farm Livestock and Dairy Development Departrment Brewery Road,

(ueta Phone no: 0333780445

Emad: supgovdaifargta@gmad com

PRQ Mo.34531.7-2025

-"',. '-""-"Irl' .J-.,q.

Superintendent
Govt Dairy Farm, Quetta

|
W Edpr_jgeb 0 dprgoeb  § @ gpebalodhistan
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German biathlete Dahlmeier confirmed

dead after GB mountaineering accident

Oermany's  two-time
Olympic biathlon gold
medallis Laura
Dahlmeier was confirmed
dead aged 31 on Wednes-
day ahc—r being hit by
falling rocks on a Pak-
istan’s  Gilgit-Baltistan
mountain,

The dangerous nature
of the site made rescue ef-
foris "impossible”™, her
agency said in a statement
issued on  Wednesday,
which confirmed her
death.

“Rescue efforts 1o re-
cover her failed and the
operation was  sus-
pended,” the statement
continised.

The accident happened
arcund midday on Mon-
day at an altitude of 5,700
metres (18,700 feet) on
Laila Peak in the Karako-
ram range, according 1o a
statement from her team
on  her official social
media pages,

Dahlmeeier's climbing
pariner was able to sound

the alarm after reaching
safety. "It was determined
that a helicopter rescue 15
ot possible,”  Areeh
Ahmed Mukhtar, a sentor
local official in Ghanche
district, where the more
than 6000 metre mown-
fain 1% located, told AFP
carlier on Wednesday.
"The conditions at the
altimide where she was in-
qured are extremelv chal-
enging,” he .L-;Il.l-mi}l
Shipton Trek & Tours
Pakistan, which organised
the expedition, confirmeed

the ground rescue by
team of four that includes
three Amencans and a
Germian mountaineer.

The 3l-year-old was
“hit by falling rocks,™ her
team said on Tuesday,
adding no one had yet
besn able to reach her due
1o the danger of further
rockfalls and the site's
“remoleness.

Earlier, a helicopter
managed 0 fly over the
location, and resemers saw
that "the expernenced
mountaineer is at least se-

riously Ln_||.|n:-d“ it said.
"No signs of life were
detecied.®
Muhammead Ali, a local
disaster management offi-
cial, told AFP that
weather conditions have
been “extremely harsh” in
the region for the past
week, with rain, strong
winds and thick clouds.
Dahlmeier, an experi-
enced mountaineer, had
been in the region since
the end of June and had
already  ascended  the
Great Trango Tower,
Gierman President
Frank-Walier Steinmeier
stated on  Wednesday,
calling Dahlmeier “an
ambassador for our coun-
iry around the world (and)
a role model for peaceful,
joyful, and fair coexis-
tence across borders.”™
She won seven world
championship gold
miadals, and at the 2018
Winter Olympics  in
Pyeongchang. The news..

Pakistan Champions through to WCL
2025 final after llldlﬂ w1thdraw

BIRMINGHAM: Pak-
istan  Champions have
secured a place in the

World Championship of

Legends (WCL) 2025
final after India Champi-
ons withdrew from the
scheduled semi-final, or-
ganisers announced on
Wednesday.

The detending ¢ham-

pions, who pulled out of

their high-octane against
Pakistan Champions ear-
lier in the tournament,
camed a  miraculous
qualification into the
semi-finals by compre-
hensively defeating West
Indies Champions which
powered them past Eng-
land Champions due o a
superior nel run rate,
India Champions, as a
result, finished fourth in

the standings, setting up
a blockbuster semi-tinal
with arch-rivals Pakistan
Champions,

who  fin-

standings with nine
points in five matches.

However, soon after
the matchup was con-
firmed, the uncertainty
continued to jeopardise
the blockbuster clash,
caused due 1w India
Champions” reported re-
fusal to partake in the
fixture.

Meanwhile, as per the
latest development, the

ahanclunnh.nt of  the
clash due to Imdia Chame-
pions’ withdrawal, citing
public sentiment.

Since  the Paksian
Champions were ready
o compete, they have
mow advanced to the
final, where they will
face winner of the sec-
ond semi-final on Satur-
day.

"&1 WCL, we have al-

Demi Lovalto appears io be reigniting her viral coniroversy from the
past as she shared latest update on social media.

Khloé Kardashian's heartwarming
reason for caring Tristan's brother

Khlo¢ Kardashian 1%
speaking out about her de-
cision to become the pri-
mary caretaker for her ex
Tristan Thompson's
brother, Amari, who suf-
fers from a severe form of
epilepsy called Lennox-
Gastaut syndrome (LGS).
In a recent episode of her
podcast Khloé in Wonder
Land, the kardashian siar,
41, explaned why she
stepped in to help care for
Aman, 18, after the death
of Tristan's mother, An-
drea Thompson, in Janu-
ary 2023,
Kardashian shared that
she has a special bond
with Aman, who 15 se-
verely disabled and re-
qu:ima‘- constant  care.
"Aman has LGS, which s
a form of epilepsy, and he
ig dizabled,” she ex-
plained.

"He can’t walk or talk.
He's never been able to
talk." She noted that An-
drea was the sole care-

er for Amari when the

family lived in Canada,
but after her death, the
family brought Amari (o
the States to live with
them,
However, Tristan's busy
MNBA schedule doesn't
allow him to care for his
brother full-tinve, accord-
ing o Kardashian, “Tris-
tan is in the NBA, and he
15 in a different state liter-
ally every other day or
every few days, and it's
just not conducive for
Amari to be on that many
El;anﬂ." she said.

Amarn has a handful of
seizures a day with the
iyvpe of epilepsy that he
has.™ As a result, Amari
stays with Kardashian in
LA, and she has chosen (o
fake care of him and be
there for him.
Kardashian shared that
she loves “having Amdari
be a part of my family®
and wants to provide him
with the best possible life.

"We just want to provide
Amari with the best, most
beautiful life that we
know how. And he de-
servies that ™ she sad,
She also opened up about
why having Amari be a
part of her Famil:.-' is bene-
ficial for her kids, True
and Tatam, and their ex-
tended family. "1 think it's
so important for my kids,
my mieces and nephews,
to be exposed to all differ-
enl types of people in the
world,” she shared.
Kardashian also ad-
dressed questions about
why she would help
Amari when she i3 no
longer romantically in-
volved with Tristan.
"People are always like,
why did [ do that? Me and
Tristan aren’'t together,
why would I take on help-
ing with Aman™ she said.
However, she explained
that she had a great rela-
tionship with Tnstan’s late
mother, Andrea, and had
helped her with Amari's
medical appointments,
"My commitment to her
has nothing to do with
Tristan, and Amari de-
serves someone who will
be there for him, take care
of him, provide a great
lifestyle for him and so
Amar deserves my love
and care, regardless of
where me and Tristan
stand,” she said.

The news..

ways believed in the
power of sport 10 inspire
and bring about positive
change in the world,” the
¢ricket league said in a
slatement.

"However, public sen-
timent must always be
respected  -after  all,
everything we do s for
our audience.

"We respect the India
Champions' decision to
withdraw from the semi-
finals, and we equally re-

spect  the Pakistan
Champions’ readiness to
compete.

"Taking all factors into
consideration, the match
between the India Cham-
pions and the Pakistan
Champions has  been
called off,

"As a result, Pakistan
Champions will advance
to the final® 1t con-
cloded. The news..

MGK's studio
session takes

nasty turn in
'Cliche' BTS
video: Watch

MOGE, formerly known as
Machine Gun Kelly, got
distracted by his cats dur-
ing the making of Cliche,
his leading song from the
upcoming album, Lost
Amencana.

In a behind-the-scenes
video posted to his
YouTube channel on
Thursday, July 31, the rap-
per is seen deep in the
recording process when his
creative flow gol infer-
rupted by his furry friend s
poop. The video opens
with MGE's cats freely
roaming the studio. Shortly
after things take a gross
tum when one of them
poops on the carpet near
hiz guitars, leaving his
crew members disgusted.
"Why do they do this?" the
Rap Devil artist exclaimed.
*You know what's crazy?
They sh*i every time we
make a hot song.”

Clearly unimpressed, he
later multers, "So disre-
spectful,” at the sight of the
pile. To make matters
worse, his pets didn™t stop
there as another accident
elsewhere on the carpet led
the pet lover to declare,
"It's a wrap on this carpet,
man.” However the dedi-
cated cat dad grabs a few
napkins and cleans up the
mess himself, tossing it
into a paper bag,
MGHsF:tl:fdin 5%‘351'::& takes
nasty turm in Cliche BTS
video: Waich

Despite the chaos, fans
were enteriainsd with one
writing, "1 can’t believe the
cat sh*t on the carpel. It's

up." Another joke
"MGK's good in every
genre, Cat’s out the bag, |
beligve.”

For the unversed, the Sun
To Me singer is a proud fa-
ther of three cals:

Navi, the youngest, who
loves to bully Ei'nizs older
brothers. Tickets, the mud-
dle child, whom the Texas-
bom musician describes as
skittish and trauma-prone,
much hke himself, And
Whiskey, the oldest and his
loyal "tour cat.” "He's just
my rider guy. Like a dog he
follows. The news..,

ISLAMABAD: Prime Minister Shehbaz Sharif on Tuesday met

Khair Muhammad, the father of mixed martial aris champ

ion

Shahzaib Rind, and handed over a cheque of Rs5 million, fulfilling
a long-standing commiimeni made to the athleie.

Pakistan likely to miss out on
LA OIymplcs 2028: report

ntemational Cricket
Council (IOC) has fi-
nalised the gqualification
E:I‘ucﬁ!-i. for c_:n'::lu:_i at the
2028 Olympics, with a re-
port from British media
outlet The CGuardian indi-
caling that Pakistan is un-
likely to qualify for the
WS evenl.
Following discussions at
its annual general meeting
in Singapore, the ICC has
approved a regional qual-
ification format to decide
the participating teams.
The men's toumament at
the Los Angeles Games
will include six teams,
with one automatic slot
reserved for the host na-
tion, the United States.
Under the proposed
midel, the highest-ranked
team from each continent
willl qualify, ensuring rep-

rom all re-

resentalion
EI0NS,
This means India 15 ex-
pected to claim Asia’s
spot, while Ausiralia
(Oeeania), South Africa
(Africa) and Great Brilain
(Europe) will also qualify
automatically, With these
allecations, Pakistan, Sn
Lanka and New Zealand
will miss out on direct
qualification.

One of the Canbbean na-

tons could replace USA T

their govemance 1Ssues
are nod resolved after the
ICC called on USA
Cricket Board to resign
this month.

Pakisian and Mew
Zealand are unhappy with
the ICC"s decision, but
while it has vet to be rati-
fied by the board, it is un-
likely to be reversed.

The International
Olympic Commitice
(10C) also pushed for the
regional qualification sys-
tem to ensure global rep-
resenfation and promole
cricket's international ap-
peal.

This format, however,
leaves just one spot open
after India, Australia,
South  Africa, Great
Britain and the USA have
confirmed their places.
The ICC will decide how
the sixth and final berth
will be awarded. There is
speculation that it could
g0 t0 a representative
team from the Caribbean
Islands, similar to the
arrangement during the
2022 Commonwealth
Games in Birmungham,
where Barbados repre-
sented the region.

The men’s and women’s
cricket toumamenits at LA
2028 will be played in the
T20 format,

The ICC has already con-
firmed that both competi-
tions will run from July 12
to July 29, 2028, with the
women's medal maitch
scheduled for July 20 and
the men's final on July 29,
Cricket will make its re-
tumn to the Olympic stage
after 128 wears. The
sport’s. The news..

Sydney Sweeney's viral online
campaugn sparks heated debate

l}dm.-:r Hw:tn:yw new

campaign for American
Eagle has ignited a fierce
online debate over its per-
ceived messaging,

The campaign, titled Syd-
ney Sweeney Has Great
Jeans, features the Eupho-
na star modeling vanous
demim styles while work-
ing on a car, auditoning
for a spot in the campaign,

and speaking direcily 1o
the camwera about the new
gollection,

Some critics claim that
the usage of the word
“jeanz” as a play on
“genes” hinls at cugenics,
a discredited scientific
theory that aims o Im-
prove the human race
through selective breed-
ing.

Author and  scholar
Sayantani DasCupta topk

o 1K oK o 9 n
the controversy, claiming
that the ad is "imbued
with cugenic messaging”
and that
color would not have been
hired for this advertise-
menl.”

Culture advisor Rachel
Lowenstein slammed the
campaign for catering 1o
the male gaze, saying that
brands are "reverting back
to the oldest trick i the
advertising playbook: sex
sells.”

The campaign has also
drawn compansons o
Brooke Shields' contro-
versial Calvin Klein ad
from 1980, which fea-
tured similar messaging
about passing down char-
acteristics from genera-
tion Lo generation.
Despite the controversy,

"a woman of

A A

Amencan I:11.. ] .,“_1._-:].;
has increased l:w 104 im
just a few du'_l.-'r., adding
over 5200 million to the
company’s value,

"'imnlf !{m of the cam-
paign argue that the reac-
tion 15 overblown and
unfounded with one com-
mienter sayving, "It's liter-
ally only a Swydney
Sweency is hot joke,
nothing to get mad over.”
Orihers claim that the ad 15
being blown out of pro-
portion, with one user
writing, “Some people
have too much time on
their hands, its jeans com-
miercial "

American E',ag]n:r has not
1ssued an official state-
ment in response lo the
controversy. The news..

s0 funny, it got me tearin tll.l _

/ B

Lana Del Rey seemed (o be basking in we:fdmg biiss as she shared
cherished memories from her big day.

Pakistan se-
cure 2-0 win
over Poland in
world junior
squash quar-

ter-finals

CAIRO: Abdullah
Nawaz and Anas Ali Shah
powered Pakistan into the
quarter-finals of the Men's
Team event at the World
Junior Squash Champi-
onzship with a commanding
2-0 win over Poland on
Tuesday.

Playing ai the Black Ball
Club, Abdullah gave Pak-
istan the perfect start by
deleating Jan Samborski 3-
| in the opening match,
putting hiz sude firmly in
control.

The opening game re-
mained evenly poised at |-
| after the first two sels
before Abdullah staged an
astounding comeback, out-
classing Samborski 11-8
and 11-2 in subsequent
-

Anas then represented
Pakistan in the second
game against Franciszek
Michniewicz, who offered
a notable fight but ended
up losing it by 3-2 The na-
tional playver made a tri-
umphant start to the game,
clinching the first set 11-7,
only for Michniewicz o hat
back by winning the next
two and move one away
from levelling the score for
Paoland,

Anas, however, dis-
played nerves of steel and
staged a sensational come-
back by winning the fourth
set and forcing the game
into the decider.

In the fifth and final set,
Anas bamboozled Mich-
neewicz 11-3 to round up a
dominant victory for Pak-
istan with a game to spare,
which was scheduled 1o be
played between Muham-
mad Umair Arif and Ma-
teusz Praszek.

Pakistan will next face
England in the quarier-1i-
nals of the men's team
competition at the World
Junior S u:la.h Champi-
onship today, For the un-
versed, Paklstan‘s. journey
in the individual competi-
non of the World Junior
Squash., The News..

James Van Der
Beek reflects
upon painful can-
cer journey

Van Der Beek revealed to
the outlet, 1 have col-
orectal cancer. I've been
privately dealing wath this
diagnosis and have been
taking steps to resolve it,
with the support of my in-
credible I':Lmll'r-. There's
reason for upumm.m and
I'm fecling good.”

During his appearance on
Today show July 30
episode, he acknowledged
that his children have be-
come a rock for him,
While discussing his con-
dition with the host, Van
Der Beek shared how ot
went when he told his
kids about his medical
condition,

Defending his choice of
letting kids know of what
he has been going through
he spoke, “I"m far from an
expert, but our approach
was just to be as honest as
possible, as honest to the
degree of their under-
standing.™

“They ]%mnu.'. They can
sense that Dad's having a
tough day. They know if
Dad's in pain,” he added.
“By not telling them, I
think you're confusing
them even more.”

Van Der Beek also
claimed that over time he
has realized one particular
quality of children.
“Allow yourself to be sur-
prised by their resiliency,™
he told the host. “When
woul tell them what you're
doing, and vou tell them
the approach, they can see
it, and they can feel it
And [ think it"s also that
your journey is their jour-
ney.”

Heather MeComb's part-
ner reiterating his view-
point claimed that we
should not “rob them of
the opportunity o show
up for you.™

He continued, “I have
[my] kids making me tea.
"Drad, what do you need’™
There's been a lot of
beauty that's come out of
it.” The American actor
reflecting upon the cancer
Joumney shared that he be-
hieves, “Canceri1s— I call
it a full-time job.”

The news.,
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Senate Panel Reviews
Landmark Al Regulation
Bill, Telecom Issues in Key
Meeting

Islamabad: A meeting
of the Senate Standing
Committee on Informa-
tion Technology and
Telecommunication was
held today at Parliament
House, chaired by Sena-
tor Palwasha Moham-
mad Zai Khan. The
Committeg held in-depth
discussions on critical
matters, including the
"Regulation of Artificial
Intelligence Bill, 2024,"
Al capacity building, the
quality of Telecom Serv-
ices, raids on illegal Call
Centers, and Pakistanis
progress in Chip Design
and Language Modeling.
The Committee re-
viewed the proposed Al
legislation, introduced
by Senator Dr. Afnan
Ullah Khan, which aims
to establish a legal and
ethical framework for
the responsible devel
ment and use of Al tech-
nologies in the country.

In light of the global
shift toward emerging
technologies, the Com-
mittee stressed the ur-
gency of Al regulation.
The Secretary of the
Ministry of IT and
Telecommunication
(MolITT) informed
members that a newly
created Emerging Tech-
nology Wing has been
tasked with accelerating
innovation across four
major areas: Artificial
Intelligence, Semicon-
ductors, Cybersecurity,
and Quantum Technolo-
gies. Senator Saifullah
Sarwar Khan Nyazee
questioned the Min-
istryis financial capacity
to suE port these efforts,
to which the Secretary
responded that Rs. 16
billion had been allo-
cated under the Public
Sector Development
Programme (PSDP) for
FY2024ii25.

A robust debate fol-
lowed regarding the

Ministryis collaboration

(1IN

with Jazz and NUST
University on Pakistanis
first indigenous Large

Language Model
(LLM). Senator Dr. Mo-
hammad Humayun

Mohmand strongly ques-
tioned the basis for se-
lecting these partners,
noting that other institu-
tions had been over-
looked. The Secretary
clarified that Jazz and
NUST were not offi-
cially selected by the
Ministry but had taken
the inttiative and are in-
dependently  financing
the project. In response
te further inquiries by
Senator Afnan Ullah
Khan, the Secretary con-
firmed that no public
funds were involved.
Senator Mohmand rec-
ommended that the op-
portunity be publicly
advertised to allow
wider participation, a
suggestion the Secretary
agreed to, stating that
universities nationwide
are now being imvited 1o
EXPress interest,

During the bricfing.

Jazz representatives em-
hasized the threat to
ocal languages and ex-
plained that the LLM
aims o revitalize native
linguistic hentage,
though they cited data
collection as a major ob-
stacle. The Secretary
also updated the com-
mittee on semiconductor
development, reporting
that 12 companies are
currently involved in
chip design, and 7,000
bachelor-level students
ar¢ being trained in prac-
tical tech skills, position-
ing Pakistan to become a
leader in this field.

The Director of the
National Cyber Crime
Investigation  Agency
(NCCIA) delivered a de-
tailed briefing on recent
crackdowns against ille-
gal Call Centers operat-
Ing BCross.

R

ISL{HA_E.{H :Leaders q,l"nppﬂ:man paﬂies are
sitting on stage during Al Parties Conference,
in the Federal Capiral.

Senate body on IT
meets

Islamabad: A meeting
of the Senate Standing
Committee on Informa-
tion Technology and
Telecommunication was
held today at Parliament
House, chaired by Sena-
tor Palwasha Mohammad
Zai Khan, The Commil-
tee held in-depth discus-
sions on critical matters,
including the "Regulation
of Artificial Intelligence
Bill, 2024,® Al capacity
building, the quality of
Telecom Services, raids
on illegal Call Centers,
and Pakistan s progress in
Chip Design and Lan-
guage Modeling. The
Commilttes reviewed the
proposed Al legislation,
introduced by Senator Dr.,
Afinan Ullah Khan, which
aims o establish a legal
and ethical framework
the responsible devel
ment and use of Al tec
nologies in the country.

In light of the global
shift toward emergin
technologies, the ﬁm%
mitiee stressed the ur-
gency of Al regulation.
The Secretary of the Min-
istry of IT and Telecom-
M Cation (MolTT)
informed members that a
newly created Emerging
Technology Wing has
been tasked with acceler-

ating innovalion Aacross
four major areas: Artifi-
cial Intelligence, Semi-
conduvetrors,
Cybersecunty, and Quan-
tum Technologies. Sena-
tor Saifullah Sarwar
Khan Nyazee questioned
the Ministry’s financial
capacity o support these
efforts, to which the Sec-
retary responded that Rs.
16 billion had been allo-
cated under the Public

Sector Dcw:! ment Pro-
gramme (P5DP) for
F‘I"I{IE-I—IS

A robust debate fol-
lowed regarding the Min-
istry’s collaboration with
Jazz and NUST Univer-
sity on Pakistan’s first in-
digenous Large Language
Model {(LLM). Senator
Dr. Mohammad Hu-
mayun Mohmand
strongly questioned the
basis for selecting these
partners, noling that other
mstitutions d been
overlooked. The Secre-
tary clarified that Jazz
and NUST were not offi-
cially selected by the
Ministry but had taken
the initiative and are in-
dependently financing the
%I ¢cl. In response 1o

rther inquiries by Sena-
tor Afnan Ullah Khan, the
Secretary.

KARACHI: A stunning view qf .".Fm sea from
the port in Provincial Capital.

IM-:LE.-iD FPrime M:ms:er Muhammad Shehbaz Sharif
Chairs the meeting regarding counter Terrorism and Write of state
at PM Office as Field Marshall and COAS Syed Asim Munir and
DG IST Lieutenant General Muhammad Asim Malik and others
alse aitended the meeting in Federal Capital.

Govt to start receiving
applications for Hajj 2026
from Monday

ISLAMABAD: Fed-
eral Minister for Reli-
gious  Affais  and
Interfaith Harmony, Sar-
dar Muhammad Yousaf
Wednesday announced
that the federal cabinet
has formally approved
the Hajj Policy 2026,
uullini.n% key procedural,
financial, and logistic
measures for the pilgrim-
age season.

Addressing a press
conference here, the min-
ister informed that the
government will begin
collecting dues under the
official Hajj scheme
from August 4, and the
selection will be made
sirictly on a “first-come,
first-served”™ basis in ling
with the Saudi timeline,

He zaid a total quota of
179,210 pilgnims allo-
cated for Pakistan -
119210 under the gov-
ernment  scheme and
60,000 for private opera-
tors, pending final con-
firmation Saudi
authorities.

Minmister Yousaf said
the government scheme
will offer both the tradi-
tional 38-42-day
age and a shorer
20-25-day option. He
said estimated cosis will
:;m;g.t h-ﬂltlwecndlis L1510

e ML EON, In
on the ﬁnalizccrc;:}mg-

menis  with  service

viders, Pilgrims will
ired lngmsii the
Hajj dues in two install-

ments, with the first in-
stallment -- Rs 500,000
for the long package and
Rz 350,000 for the short
on¢ through designated
banks, he added.

Minister Yousaf said
aprhc:ams must  hold

id Pakistani passports
until at least November
26, 2026, and children
under 12 years of age
will not be eligible for
Haj) this year. He said all
pilgrims must be vacci-
nated  with  Saudi-ap-
proved vaccines.

He zaid the *Road o
Makkah® imitative will
continue at Islamabad
and Karachi airporis. He
said overseas Pakistanis
will be allowed 1o remit
Hajj payments to nomi-
nated bank accounts
under the scheme. The
policy mandates compul-
sory animal sacrifice
payments through the of-
ficial Saudi system, he
added.

Minister Yousaf said
private Hajj operators,
including  Dependent
Hajj Companies (DHCs),
will be subject 1o strict fi-
nancial ﬂffiguards and
transparent digital over-
sight. He said these oper-
ators musl enter service
provider  agreements
with the Ministry of Re-
ligious Affairs and Inter-
faith Harmony and
operate under real-nume
data monitoring o ¢én-
sure transparency, pre-

Pakistan sad-
dened by Ger-
man Olympic

champion’s
fatal climbing

accident in GB

ISLAMABAD: Pak-
istan on Thursday ex-
pressed deep sorrow over
the death of German dou-
ble Olympic biathlon
champion Laura
Dahlmeier, who died ear-
lier this week in a moun-
taineering accident on
Laila Peak in the coun-
try’s Gilgit-Baltistan re-
gion.

The 31-vear-old athlete
was struck by falling
rocks while climbing
with a pariner at around
5,700 meters in the
Hushe Valley on July 28,

“Laura was an inspira-
tion for athletes and
dreamers across  the
globe,” Pakistan’s for-
¢ign office said in a state-
ment.

“Her indomitable spirit
and legacy as a true role
model will shine on for-
ever,” 1t added. “We ex-
tend our  decpest
condolences o her fam-
lEI]:..r. loved un;.'s“and the

eTman e.

The AEI;?EE Club of
Pakistan said poor
weather conditions had
prevented a helicopter
rescue mission. Two in-
ternational teams later
confirmed her death on
the mountain, which
stands at 6,069 meters in
the Karakoram range.

Dahlmeier's body was
not recovered in line with
her previously expressed
wishes, her management
said. Her climbing part-
ner, Marina Eva Krauss,
was unharmed and has
since returned to base
camp in good health, ac-
cording to the local au-
thorties.

A winner of two gold
medals at the 2018
PyeongChang  Winter
Olympics, Dahlmeier re-
tired from professional
biathlon in 2019 at the
age of 25.

Tributes have poured
in from sporting bodies
across the world, includ-
ing the International

Olympic.

vent double bookings,
and ensure timely serv-
ices.

He said a third-party
audit system will evalu-
nte the performance of

%:wemnmnt and pri=
vale Hajj schemes, The
Punjab Information
Technology Board will
continue operational dig-
ital support, with the
Ministry of IT oversee-
ing supervision through

B, he added.

Minister Yousal said
further measures include
the deplovment of emer-
%:.,nw response leams,
the continuation of the
“Hajj Guardian Scheme™
o compensate pilgnms
for losses, m tory
lraini.ngdnn logistics, rit-
uals, and emergency
tocols, am;lIE IP?I}.
digitized complaint re-
dressal mechanism. He
said the *Pak Haj) App’
and helpline will assist
pilgrims with updates

issue  resolution
throughout the Hajj
Process.

The Hajj Policy 2026
will help ensure a trans-
parent, efficient, and
spiritually fulfilling ex-
perience for all Pakistani
pilgrims through digiti-
zation, regulation, and
improved service deliv-
ery mechanisms, he
maintained. NNI

KARACHI: A man walks on the Clifton Beach

with his camel tourists ride camels and horses

Jor tour the beach while daily life continues in
Provincial Capiral.

Joint Senate Committees
Hold Meeting in Quetta;
Chaman Chamber Highlights
Severe Trade Challenges

Cuetta: A Joint Meeting
of the Senate Standing
Commiliecs on  Com-
merce and Finance & Rev-
enue was convened today
at the Quetta Chamber of
Commerce and Indusiry
(QCCT) under the chair-
personship of  Senator
Anusha BEahman and Sen-
ator Saleem Mandviwala.
The meeting was attended
by local business repre-
senlatives, officials from
key povernment depart-
ments, and members of
the Chaman Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(CCCI), who brought ur-
gent  rade-related con-
cems o the fore.

The Chaman Chamber
presented a detailed ac-
count of challenges cur-
rently paralyzing trade
activities in the border re-
gion. Among the foremost
issues was the inefTicient
implementation of the
Barter Trade Mechanism
under SEO 2023, which,
rather than facilitating
trade, has led to increased
hardships due o lack of
coordination between rel-
evant authorities.

The Chamber strongly
highlighted the unavail-
ability of functional scan-
ners and other customs
clearance facilities at the
Chaman border, leading o
unnn::xsar{ delays and
procedural hurdles. It was
further informed that only
a himnted number of trucks
are being allowed entry,
CAUSING Serious congestion
and demurrage losses.

The limited capacity at
the MLC Terminal
emerged as a significant

bottleneck, forcing hun-
dreds of trucks to remain
parked outside for days.
Businessmen are com-
pelled to pay exorbitant
charges and penalties due
to delays, while no

shade, lTul:;ﬂ“h:rulur.tng wal:g:'ﬂtﬁ
leis, or rest facilities are
available for drivers and
cleanng agenis,

Another serious con-
cem was the lack of elec-
tronic documentation
systems and physical ab-
sence of Customs and
NLC coordination, which
hampers ncy and
efficiency. The NLC
booking counter, the
Chamber pointed out, is
also situated at an inacees-
sible location.

Further, it was empha-
sized that the recently con-
structed Chaman Dry Port
is still not operational, de-
spite years of effort and in-
vestment. Additionally, no
facilitation is being pro-
vided to traders or cleanng
agents, and constant
changes in procedures
without stakeholder con-
sultation continue to affect
trade flow,

Senator Anusha Rah-
mitn and Senator Saleem
Mandviwala took strong
notice of the issues and as-
sured the business com-
mimity that the
Governement 15 Tully
committed to resolving
these impedimenis and
senate platforms remain
available to play their role.
Both Chairs stated that
they will further recom-
meend to the govi relevant
departments to follow up
immediately.

Ist August, 2025

[ Centre forms committee for talks on
JI's "Haq Do Balochistan March'

ISLAMABAD: The
federal government has
constituted a six-member
committee 1o hold nego-
tiations with the Jamaal-
e-Islanm (JI) leadership
regarding the demands
raised during the "Hagq
Do Balochistan March."

According to the offi-
cial notifi u:almn, adviser
to the prime minister,
Rana Sanaullah, would
chair  the commitles,
Other members include
Federal Mimister for Law
Azam Napeer Tarar, Fed-
eral Minister for Infor-
mation Attaullah Tarar,
Minister of State Talal
Chaudhry, the interior
secretary and the Islam-
abad chief commissioner.

The committes will
engage with Jamaat-g-[s-

lami's  representatives
and report its progress di-
rectly to the pnme minis-
ter. A formal notification
confirming the formation
of the commiliee has
been issued,

Earlier, it was reported
that Minister of State for
Interior Talal Chaundhry
met with Jamaat-¢-[s-
lami’s Deputy Emir Li-
agat Baloch and
Secretary-General
Ameerul Azeem, where
agreement was reached
regarding the route and
security arrangements for
the long march originat-
ing from Quetta.

According to details, it
was decided in a meeting
held in Mansoorah that
participanits of the march

PTF Launches
First-Ever Pak-
istan Tennis
League

ISLAMABAD: In a
landmark move to elevate
Pakistan's standing on the
global sporis stage, the
Pakistan Tenms Federation
(PTF) has announced the
launch of the country’s
first-ever Pakistan Tennis
League (PTL). The initia-
live aims Lo promote the
nation's soft image while
nurtunng world-class ten-
nis alenl

The announcement was
made by PTF President
Aisam-ul-Hag  Qureshi
during a “Meet the Press”
session organized by the
Rawalpindi-Islamabad
Sports Journalists Associa-
tion (RISJA), presided
over by RISJIA President
Abubakar bin Talat,

Adzam expressed confi-

WYl dence that the inaugural

league would become one
of the finest in the world,
adding that topinterna-
tional tennis plavers will be
invited to Pakistan to help
enhance its image globally.

He emphasized that the
PTF is placing strong focus
on developing voung talent
1o represent Pakistan al the
highest levels. “The junior
development program is al-
ready producing positive
results,” he said, highlight-
ing that the national Under-
14 team recently defeated
arch-rival India in Sni
Lanka. “This vear alone,
we have awarded wild
cards to 21 players for in-
ternational  events,” he
added.

Aisam also shared that
PTF is working on improv-
ing its structural frame-
work in preparation for the
league.

He noted that during a
meeting with the President
of the International Tennis
Federation (ITF), discus-
sions were held regarding
the future of tennis in Pak-
istan, which he described
as “bright.”

He expressed gratitude
to Interior Minister Mohsin
Magvi for his continued
support of tennis develop-
meent in the country.

would pass

through

Muzaffargarh before ar-
riving in Multan and sub-
sequently Lahore.
Chaudhry assured that
security would be pro-
vided to the marchers
along the route from
Multan to Lahore.

He said that the federal
government's commitiee
would engage in dia-
logue with the organisers
of the “Haq Do Balochis-
tan™ movement and ef-
forts would be made to
conclude the march in
Lahore.

Further  discussions
conceming the possibil-
ity of the march continu-
ing to Islamabad will be
held after ity armival in
Lahore. NNI

LAHORE :Chief of Jamat-e-Islami Hafiz
Naeem addressing during profest ouiside press
club in Provincial Capital.

Aligning with global
best practices key to
Pakistan's economic fu-

ture: ICCI President

ISLAMABAD: Presi-
dent Islamabad Chamber
of Commerce and Indus-
try (1CCT), Nasir Mansoor
Qureshi, has lauded the
government's stated com-
mitment to regulatory re-
forms and mstitutional
transparency, but stressed
that mow is the time for
tangible implementation
to unlock the true poten-
tial of Pakistan’s business
landscape.

Speaking at a meeting
with business leaders, he
emphasized that while re-
cent statements from the

overnment reflect a
itive intent, the business
community continues o
face challenges that can
only be through
comprehensive and con-
sistent reforms. He urged
the leadership 1o move be-
yond policy announce-
menis and deliver
measurable results that re-
store confidence and stim-
ulate investment,

President Oureshi
pointed out that institu-
tional inefficiencies, red
tape, and unpredictability
i latory enforcement
remain major concerns for
both domestic and forei
investors. He called tor
simplified taxation proce-
dures, digitalization of
regulatory approvals, and
a one-window facilitation

system for businesses.

“Our instilulions must
be restructured for trans-
parency, efficiency, and
accountability,” he re-
marked. “Only then can
we ensure a level plaving
field where entreprencur-
ship thrives and economic
aclivity accelerates.”

The ICCT President fur-
ther suggested that the pri-
vate sector should be
taken on board as a strate-
gic partner in the reform
process. Regular consulta-
tion between govermnmmient
bodies and chambers of
commerce, he said, would
ensure that reforms are
grounded in practical real-
iies and not merely theo-
retical frameworks,

The 1CCI President
highlighted that countries
which successfully mod-
emized their reg.nlalnry
environments witnessed
an immediate boost in in-
vestor  confidence and
GDP growth

“Pakistan’s economic
future depends on how
swiftly we can align our
governance  structures
with global best prac-
tices,” he asserted. The
business community is
ready to support the gov-
ernment, but reforms
miust be visible, venfiable,
and sustained, he con-
chuded. NN

Pakistan says deal will reduce tariffs on
Pakistani exports, expand market access

ISLAMABAD: Pak-
istan said Thursday it had
reached a trade deal with
the United States after
weeks of extensive nego-
tliations, paving the way
for reduced tariffs and
deeper economic ties, as
US President Donald
Trump highlighted a new
partnership to  develop
Pakistan’s oil reserves.

Reacling o the devel-
opment, Prime Minister

¢hbaz Sharif thanked
the US president and ex-
pressed hope that the deal
would pave the way for
deeper collaboration be-
tween the two countries.

“I wish to convey my
profound thanks to Presi-
dent Trump (@realDon-
ald Trump or his
leadership role in finaliza-
tion of the historic US-
Pakistan irade agreement,
successfully concluded by
our two sides in Washing-
ton, last might,” he said in
a social media post.

*“This landmark deal
will enhance our growing
cooperation 50 as 0o ¢x-
pand the frontiers of our
enduring partnership in
days to come,”

Federal Minister for Fi-
nance and Revenue Sena-
tor Muhammad
Aurangzeb on Thursday
termed the trade deal h-
nalized by Pakistan and
the U5 a “win-win"
achievement  for both
Counires,

In a video message re-
leased by the Ministry of
Finance, Aurangzeb said
“Today marks the culmi-
nation of the journey that
we started a few months
back.™

The minister shared that
the authorities on both
sides had “a very con-
structive final round of

discussions, which then
led to finalising the trade
deal.” “From our perspec-
tive, we were always
gﬂing bevond the irade
imperative,” said Au-
rangzeb, adding that rade
and investments “have to
go hand in hand™,

The minister landed his
economic team, including
the role of the private sec-
tor, in reaching the rade
deal. He shared that in-
vesiments in Varous sec-
tors were discussed. “We
will start with energy.
Then there is mineral and
mining, IT, and the new
economy that we are talk-
ing about,”

“Wearcina place
today in Pakiﬁmﬁ!:nm
of where we have armived
before August 1. We have
come a long way in terms
of our overall strategic
FErII'bET!ihi].‘.I between Pak-
1stan and the United
States,” he said.

Meanwhile, Federation
of Pakistan Chambers of
Commerce & Indust
(FPCCI), the country’s
apex body of trade and in-
dustry, has welcomed the
recent trade agreement be-
tween Pakistan and the
United States am‘ml af tar-
iff reduction, terming it a
major siep ﬁ:nmm'ﬁ
strengthening hllalml
economic es,

“The rade agreement
between Pakistan and the
US regarding tanfT reduc-
tion is highly commend-
able,” Auf Ikram Sheikh,
President of FRCCI, said
in a statement on Thurs-
day.

“The tanfl agreement
reflects the strengthening
of bilateral cooperation,
trade, and investment ties
between the two coun-
tries,” he added.

The remarks come after
Pakistan and the US
struck a deal that will re-
sult in lower tariffs for the
South Asian nation as well
as an agreement in which
Washington will help de-
velop Islamabad's oil re-
serves, the two sides said,

“We have just con-
cluded a Deal with the
Country of Pakistan,
whereby Pakistan and the
United States will work
together on developing
their massive 0Qil He-
serves,” US  President
Donald Trump wrote on
social media on Wednes-
day.

“We are in the process
of choosing the Oil Com-
pany that will lead this
Partnership.” Trump’s 50-
cial media post did not
provide further details,

Pakistan faced a poten-
tial 29% tarifT on exports
to the United States under
tariffs  announced by
Washington in April on
countriecs around the
world. Tanfs were subse-
quently suspended for 90
days 20 negoliations could
take place.

US total goods trade
with Pakistan was an esli-
mated 573 hillion in
2024, according to the
website of the Office of
the US Trade Representa-
tive, up from around $6.9
billion in 2023. The US
goods trade deficit with
Pakistan was 53 billion in
2024, a 5.2% increase
over 2023,

“The US iz Pakistan’s
largest trading partner,
and this agreement will
further boost the country”s
exports. The agreement
will lead to reduced tanfis
on Pakistani products in
the US and improve mar-
ket access,




