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verseas Pak-
istanis deposit
over $1 billion
funds via
Roshan Digital
Account

ISLAMABAD: Prime
Minister Iniran Khan an-
nounced on Saturday that
overseas Pakisianis have
deposited funds more than
£1 billion in Roshan Digi-
tal Account,

“Alhamdulillah, funds

recervied through
#RoshanDigital Account
have crossed  $1b"

tweeted PM Imran,

The premier thanked
"overseas Pakistanis for
their overwhelming re-
sponse™. He also appreci-
aﬂ the central Elr:ﬁl-. of
Pakistan and commercial
banks for achieving the
"significant milestone in
such a short period®. The
Roshan Digital Account
was launched by the PTI
government last year, 1o
r:n:ll}tc overseas Pakistanis

rate di “]I;ual accounis
n their motherland while
sitting abroad. The aim
was o altract investment
from the diaspora 1o bol-
ster foreign exchange re-
servies from this mmitiative.
The Prime Minister's O
fice said that the initiative
by the ceniral bank will
work with commercial
banks operating in Pak-
vstan. "For the first time in
the couniry s |Iiﬂﬂl‘_‘g‘, Non-
F.r:lummg Pakistanis
(NRP) will be able to re-
motely open an account
through an entirely digital
and online process without
any need to visit a bank
branch, embassy, or con-
sulate,™ it had said. "The
customer can ¢hoose -
ther foreign currency or
rupee dominated account,
or both, Funds in these ac-
counts will be fully repa-
trable, without the need
fior any regulatory ap-
proval,” the siatement
read. As per SBP Gover-
nor Dr Keza Bagir, the
new [acility allows nine
rmillion ron-resident Pak-
istanis (o invesl money in
local stock markets, buy
government bonds and se-
curities, and avail bagic
banking services.

The 5BP boss had
added that at present, at
lcast eight Pakistani banks
will facilitate the Roshan
Digital Accounts and
allow overseas Pakistanis
o deposit funds,

Iran bans pas-
senger flights
from India,
Pakistan

TEHRAMNM: As coron-
avirus cases rise in both
India and Pakistan, Iran's

Minisiry of Awvialion
banned passenger flighis
from the two countries in
an attempt fo stem the
spread of the infection.
The decision was made
by Iran's Health Minisiry
and has been effective
from Saturday midnight.
There are no  rouline
flights between Iran and
India, and flights are oper-
ated occasionally, Interna-

tional Civil  Aviation
Organisation (1CACY)
spokesperson  told  the

Iranian agency. However,
connecting flights between
the countrics have also
been prohibited, he added.
Saudi Arabia, Canada,
and the United Kingdom
had earlier banned the ar-
rival of passengers from
Pakistan given, the wors-
ening situation of Covid-
19 in both countries.
Canada's government
said it would temporarily
bar passenger (lights from
India and Pakistan for 30
days strting on Thursday
as part of stncler measures
to combat the spread of the
coronavirus. Meanwhile,
the UK has added Pakistan
to its Red List of travel
ban countries. Saudi Ara-
bia on the other hand has
decided to resume interna-
tional fights from May 17
excepd for the 20 coun-
tries, including Pakistan,

April 29 by-polls: Who was named
favourite leader by NA 249 voters ?

In two out of three polls
conducted, PM Imran
Khan was named as the
favourite, while in the
third, Nawaz Sharif was
declared the most popular.
Ipsos, Pulse Consuliant,
and Gallup Pakisian re-
leased survey findings

based on the opinion of

1,200 to 1,400 registered
volers of the constitluency.
All the three surveys
took place between April
10 and April 20, 2021, In
the survey carried out by
Ipsos, PM Imran Khan
was the most ular
leader in the constiluency
with 20pc of the respon-
dents choosing him.

Of the remaining, 1
said Mawaz Shu:ﬁ‘ Iﬁﬁﬁ
said Musiafa Kamal, 5pc
said Khadim Hussain
Rizvi, said Hilawal
Bhutto Erdan 4pc said
Maryam Mawaz Shanf,
Jpc said Maulana Fazlur
Rehman, 3pc said Khalid
Magbool 'ddiqm |p1:
said Sirajul Hag
Asif Al &urdnn 1pc s-.md
Shahbaz Sharif was their
preferred choice.

Interestingly, 18pc said
that none of the above-
mentioned leaders was
their favourite,

In the poll by Pulse
Consultant, on the ques-
ton of ferred leader
answered by constiluency
volers, 1Bpe said that they
preferred Prime Minister
Imiran Khan, after which
l6pc declared Pak Sarea-
meen  Party  leader
Mustafa Kamal as their
favorite, 10 chose
Mawaz Sharif, Tpc said
K. hadim Ilu'-:f.aln Riz,
6pe saad Benazir Bhutto,
Spc said Faroog Saitar,
dpc said Pervez Mushar-
raf, 3 said Maryam
anum and Iptar':aid
Khalid Magbool Siddiqui
was their favourite.

In contrast to the two
polls, in a Gallup Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: Ahead of the April 29 by-elections, Prime Minis-
ter Imran Khan has been named by voters of Karachi’s NA-249
constituency as their favourite political leader, maintaining an

edge over PMLN’s Nawaz Sharif.

PO, 20pc of volers in the
constituenc favoured
PMLMN chiel MNawaz
Sharil. Among others,
19pc declared M Imiran
Khan as their favorite,
Epc said PPP chairperson
Bilawal Bhutto-Zardan,
Spe sad Pervez Mushar-
raf, Ipc said Mustafa
Kamal, 3pc said Fazlur
Rehman, 2pc said
Maryam Nawaz, 1pc said
Shahbaz Shant, 1pc said
Asil' Ali Zardari, 1pc said
Sirajul Hag, and 1pc said
Bcni..:ir Eaﬁullu wzﬂfth:ir
favorite leader. The re-
maning 212pc smid no
leader among those men-
tioned qualifics as their
favourite. Not only did
PM Imran Khan got
elecied by respondenis of
two out of three surveys
as their I"au;ruriln:]?n-!iti.q;al
leader, PT1 was chosen as
the preferred polincal
party. Of the respondenis
o the Ipsos Pakistan sur-
vey, 15pc indicated PTI as
their first choice, whereas
19pe of those responding

o (he Pulse Consultant  shiuency. Although, the

survey chose PTI as their

pmf‘en'n:l party.

the respondenis
[[§] lhc jallup Pakisian
survey, however, 19pc

chose PMLMN as their
party of choice while 16
nl seemed 1o vote for

PT1. 11 percent to MOM
Pakistan, 10 percent to
PPP, § percent 10 PSP, 5
percent for banned-outfit
TLP, one percent for JUIF
and one percent for inde-
gl:ndu:m candidates, while
2 percenl voters said
they did not decide whom
to vote. Gallup Pakistan
and Ipsos survevs re-
vealed that contrary to
2018 gencral clections,
the number of volers has
been decreased for PTI
and PMLN. The PTI has
lost most, as in 2018, 27
percent agreed to vote for
the party but in the recent
survey the number de-
creased by 11 percent and
only 16 percent seemed to
be casting vote for the rul-
ing PT1 in the same con-

The Supreme Court on
Monday accepted all re-
view petitions challenging
the court’s judgement in
the presidential reference
against Justice Qaxi Face
Isa exeept the onc filed by
the judge himself.

A 10-member bench,
headed by Justice Umar
Ata Bandial, was hearing
review  pelitions  filed
agninst the court’s June
19, 2020, judgement on
the presidential reference
in which the court had em-
powered the Federal
Board of Revenue (FBR)
o conduct an inguiry inio
offshore assets of his
BPOLSE.

The court’s short order
stated that "directions con-
tained in paras 4 to 11 in
the impugned short order
dated 19.06.2020 ... along-
with supporting detailed
reasons given in the ma-
jority judgement of the
same date are recalled and
set aside,

"All the subsequent m-
ceedings, actions, o
information and n:p-nns- in
pursuance of the direc-
nons coniained n the
short order dated
19.6.2020 and the detailed
reasons thereof, are de-
clared 1o be illegal and
without any legal effect.”

The judgement added
that "resultantly, any such

PMLN has also lost Four
percent but reached at the
top of the survey with 19
percent volers and be-
came¢ the most famous
party in the constituency.
In Ipsos 2018 survey,
31 percent agreed o vole
for PT1 but with 16 per-
cent decrease, only 15
L voters ane ready to

vole for the PTI and the
PMLN with one percent
decrease, became the sec-

ond top in the con- |proceedings, actions, or-
stituency after PTI with ders or reports cannot be
14 il veles. considered or acted upon

or pursuéd any further by
any forum o authority in-
cluding the Supreme Judi-
cial Council.”

The top court accepted
the review Ipcunnm by a
majority o Justice
Magbool Bagar, Justice
Manzoor Ahmad Malik,
Juzstice Aminuddin Khan,
Justice Mansoor Ali Shah,
Justice Yahya Afridi and
Justice Mazhar Alam ac-

ted the petitions.

{owever, Justice lsa's

eplying to a question
about their second choice
for vote, 16 percent said
they were ready to vote
for PMLN, 13 percent for
PPP, 7 percent for banned
TLP, 7 percent for PSP, &
percent for MOM Pak-
istan, § percent for PT1, 3
percent for JUIF and one
percent for independent
candidates, while 24 per-
cent refused to answer
about their second choice
for voling.

SC accepts review
petitions in Justice Isa
presidential review verdict

review pelilion was ac-
cepted by five judges and
dismissed by five jud
Justice Afri im;'c-cpl
similar F-m:l:nns-. but dis-
missed Jusuce Isa's peti-
tion most likely on the
basis of the point he had
maintained throughout the
heanngs — a judge cannot
be a petitioner himself,

The court declared legal
actions taken by the FBR
and all other forums re-
lated 1o the assets of Jus-
tice Isa's wile and children
as "lllegal”.

On April 13, the apex
courl had dismissed the
Judge's application seek-
ing live telecast of the pro-
wcdmgs on his review
petition against the verdict |}
in presidential reference
case. The application was
dismissed by a 6-4 major-
ity of a largcf bench of 10
judges headed by Justice
Umar Ata Bandial, Justice
Magbool Bagar, Justice
Manzoor Ahmad Malik,
Justice Mazhar ﬁlum
Khan Miankhel and Jus-
tice Syed Mansoor Al
Shah dissented from the
majorty judgement. They
were of the opinion that
the SC registrar should
take measures for live
streaming of the matters of
public interest.

During today's hearing, |!
Justice Isa alleged that
new cvidence was being
made of the proceed-
ings. barina Isa said that
Justice Bandial and Justice
Akhtar were making ef- |1
forts for accountability
which was why they
should make their asseis
and the assets of their
wives public.

Strong academia-industry
linkages imperative for jobs
creation: Shibli Faraz

ISLAMABAD: Federal
Minister for Science and
Technology, Shibli Faraz
on Monday emphasized
the im nce of creatin
5tmngp.]:"tﬂn;agcs I:-u:l‘l.ll.lt:nl:ﬁr
the universities and indus-
try to create job opportu-
nities for the youth.

Talking to media after
visiting MNational Univer-
gity ol Science and Tech-
nology (NUST), the
minister appreciated the
E!uh—:l and national contri-

utton of NUST and said
the university was render-
ing valuable contribution
in high education sector
of the country, crealing
significant impact through
prionitizing quality educa-
Lion.

He furiher said the uni-
versities werg not sup-
posed to  only give
degrees but also 1o impart
skﬁls, adding, “We have
o see how much impact
our universilics are creal-
ing on the lives of the
people™.

Shibli Faraz observed

that the govemnment's ju;ﬂ:r
was not just o provide

Jobs but 10 create an en-

abling environmeni ihat
rovided employment o
Eﬂ!‘lﬂl‘llllﬁ f'cr:ulr lﬁc pc:{:uplﬂ'
While, he said, the univer-
siies should also con-
tribute o the develo
of the country and take
for enhancing em-
ployability skills among
youth.

To a queston regarding
availability and produc-
tton af ventilators, the
federal minister said they
did not have suflicient
oxvgen and other neces-
sary stock in our country
for dealing with any
emergency siluation re-
lated o COVID-19,

He said Ministry of Sci-
ence and Technology
acted as facilitstor and
they did not have their
own venllalors yel.

However, Mational
Radio and Telecommuni-
cation Corporation
(NRTC) and private firms
were manufacturing ven-

tilators in the country.
There were 16 funchions
of venlilators but the ven-
tilators being made at
local level have only four
functions, he said.

Responding to another
question regarding acti-
vaﬁng Pakistan  Sieel
Mills® (PSM) Oxygen
Plant, he said the ministry
of industries and produc-
tion was looking into the
PSM Oxygen Plant and
he had also spoken to the
minister of industries and
production in this regard.

However, he said that
what he thought was that
PSM Oxygen Plant might
not b¢ made operational
in emergency due to some
problem.

Aboul supporting India
dunnﬁ worsenin

3-19 situation, Shi-

bl Faraz said “Pakistan
will extend support 1o
India as much it can. This
is the issue of humanity
and our sym thies are
with India®, |

Sindh closes all educational institutions,
intercity public transport: CM Murad

KEARACHI: Chief Min-
ister Sindh Syed Murad
Ali Shah on Monday an-
nounced COVID restric-
tions in the province in
wake of nsing virus cases,
closing down schools, col-
leges and imposing limits
uch rﬁumnﬁttfndmhx
atl public and private of-
fices besides ulp 80 banning
inter=city transport.

Addressing a press con-
ference at Simdh Assem-
bly 'I:Iuilding ulﬁng;iid:
provincial ministers, the
chiel' minister said that
they have restricted atten-
dance at government of-
fices to 20 percent and the
remaining  stafl  would
work from home.

“They will be given
their tasks and will remain
in touch during duty hours
on phone,” he said.

In private offices, 50
percent of staff will be en-
sured and in case of viola-
tion, the workplace will be
sr:ntfd. the chief minister
said. He said that schools,
colleges and universities
will remain completely
closed in the province.

“Outdoor dining will be
banmed at restaurants and
enly takeaways and deliv-
ery will be allowed,”
Murad Ali Shah said
adding that each shop will
ensure 50 percent cus-
iomers, with evervone
wearing masks and any
violation will lead 1o s
sealing.

The Sindh Chiel Minis-
ter said that the inter-city
public transport will be
banned from 'I'.Ilun'.dli

and appealed 1o the peop
to avold movement during

Eid days. “Stay where you
are dunng Eid to avoid
virus transmission,” the
chicl minister said while
demanding the federal
government to ban inter-
cily transport and intema-
tional Mights.

“Globally, borders are
being managed to avoid
virus transmission,” he
said besides announcin
that goods transpori wi
continug as usual to keep
the industry running in the
mum ]

h UM said that the
|lu ity ralio in the
indh province is still far
below the other provinces,
however, Lthe trend of the
rising cases has made
them worry regarding the
ongoing situation. Murad
Al Shah said that they
tned 1o purchase.

Nation to be taken on board if

i

ISEAMABAD: Amid media reports of secret,
backdoor talks with India and Pakistan's con-

tinuwed denial of such falks, Foreign Minister
Shah Mahmoo dQu reshi on Sunday said thai in
the event falks do fake place, the nation will be
faken info confidence.

Pak—lndm tﬂlks take place: FM

ﬂ{xallnglu[jm MNews
programme “Naya
Pni.l.slun the foreign
minisier s-md there was
"no question” of not tak-
ing the nation into confi-
dence. "But there 5 an
appropriate  time  for
everything,” he said.

ent from backdoor chan-
nel talks, said that in the
Musharral’ and Nawae
eras, there was a "formal
back channel” in place,
with people :Epumicd to

siitons  and  muluple
talks, which did talu:
place, which s not the

Pakistan, even today,
maintains that the only
solution 1o the outstand-
ing issues belween the
two countries is a dia-
logue, "Two nuclear-
armed nations  cannot
make the suicidal move of
a war so the one way for-
ward is a dialogue. The
atmosphere for a dialogue
was ruined l:l_:.-' India and
now must be improved by
them. 11 they create a con-
du::m: environment, Pak-
istan is ready to engage,” |1
Chureshi sai

He said l.hul for a con-
ducive environment (o be
bom, the issue of Kashmir
and relief for Kashmins is
one of fundamental im-
portance and has to be
considered. Qureshi said
that whenever dialogue
does take place formally,
it will be via the Ministry
ol Fm:gn Affairs, which
is the “appropriate office”

« 82 killed in !
i Iraqi i
' Covid-19 !
. hospital fire |
iBAGHImD* More thant

80 people died on Sunday!
:m a ﬂm]thalcg D—‘
19 ol nqlspmhng
mm*md pro ll'It
,nnpmmnnfh:rpn icials,
1 & country wuhlnng-dl-
|ll|lld.lltd. health mfrl.-;

h-!m:.ral'ﬂm vk:lmunm|
on_respirators and were!
lsuﬂ"nut-ad or burned in!
'the smoke and flames!
'u.rhenihe blaze, at eastem’
Baghdud s Ibn al- I".'.,lluaml.‘rl
thospital, started with ‘“r
,e:.plnﬂnn caused by ©
jfault in the storage l:l-lJ
oxygen cylinders®, medrr
iical sources said. |
1The health ministry saidi
182 were killed andr
1110 wounded, while the!
Iragi Human RighuCnm—!
'mhﬂmsan:lzﬂ uﬂh-:vm-
timu were patients wh-:-r
hni to be taken nﬂ’wml-
lunrs to  escape lI:ltr
.Thn blaze spread qw:kly;
iacross multiple floors iny
ithe middle of the night, asi
idozens of relatives were!
lal the bednrt::s uflh:ufl]:
enis in t 5
p?uﬁi;.mwc care uﬁﬂm'
'rhe most severe Covid- l'!}‘
.n:usru are treated, a med.-
jical source said.
e e
i Was aly
.th: hospital when he felt;
i"a explosion”. "Wei
isaw a fire and were not
table to save the pm-:nu,'l
'hu: told AFP, tears in his!
Emm‘Hl jaf, mnhni‘
dad, whm he Iud
luk:n his father’s body l‘.'ur
hum on Sunday.
.'I'I:Iﬂ:rughﬂlll the da
.n:ml ions
ivictims flllud lhe hul:.':
.a.,,:;r:;;.f'ﬂ e
I o] s itest
tare buried. According tat
'[rl.q s civil defence serv-!
lices, “the hm;m‘.al hn:l nn‘

'ﬁ:re m
hi
nmmmpmdm _'muyL

.It added llm had l:reen I i
jdelay  in  firefighters,
ircaching the hospital, lo-1
icated in the remote, agri-i
Baghiiud. P Mnisto
I inister!
'Hmﬁ al-Kadhemi sus-!
p-mhd Health Mumﬂn‘
rpeaean o st~ who
I8
Shiite leader Moqtada,
jSadr — as part of & pmbe
ithat also includes the gov-;
Iﬁ:{‘ of Baghdad. i
1 uemgg:mdnul:mgu
ton social media, with ar
thashiag demanding the!
'J:m]th minister be sacked'
:f on Twitter, Kad-!
'henn three!

d‘ayi of national muum-:
,m;g,whjlt parliament said,
jit would devote its h-hn-l
'.duy session to the tragedy.,
i Witnesses said the evacu-i
iation of the hospital wasi
islow and chaotic, with pa-!
Itients and their relatives!
lerammed into stairwells!
'u: they scrambled for!
exm. Residents from lhlt

The minister said that  case right now. o take point on such a -' -t
he "admits” there are "in- He said that Pakistan matier. He said that for :E“mﬁmmm h::‘plﬂ mﬁh:
telligence level™ mlks be-  has always desired a res-  certain complicated mat- mhn
tween the countrics and  olution to tensions be-  ters (o be made simple, "if ‘aﬂ 35, told .AFP;
that they have "alwaysex-  tween the two countries  other institutions slep in, he m his
isted”. "Even when you through a dialogue but the government wil al ::f brothers "by
arc in a state of war, such  this was opposed by  ways welcome the move”, |igkin of his teeth™. |
talks always do take India. "India was the one bul for a proper dialogue 'Iraq's hospitals have been!
place,” he explain. that avoided a compre- 1o ake place, it will have 'mdnwn h]rdﬂ:ld:ﬂ-nl‘

Qureshi, explaining hensive dialogue. Pak- 10 be through the Foreign m::l'!rr:l. and poor invest-!
further the nature of talks  istan was never theone to  Office. "ment, with shortages .:,.[‘
at the "intelligence level”  refuse it," he said. 'm.;m and hospital
and how these ane diffier- The minister said that ,hal:]; But E::E also 'amll

] ¥ 5 ] e nee E‘IEI'HIIIE;

SC accepts Justice Isa, wife’s review i et 15 blames
e lfbrthﬂ deadly inferno.

petitions iy i ol

ISLAMABAD: Ao~  Isa's review petition with  when did the facts related | *KBatib is the result of
nouncing a short order in  a ratio of 6-4. to Justice Isa’s case first I}rmrl of erosion of Sade.
Supreme Court of Pak- According to details, surfaced. He said for the |;istitutions by comuption’
istan, judge Justice Qazi  Justice Muneeb Akhtar,  first time details of the 5C jand

Justice Sajjad Ali Shah,

Faez Isa's review petition, ] .
Justice Qaz Amin and

the Supreme Court of

Pakistan Monday ac- Justice Umar Ata Bandial
cepted the applications  wrote dissenting notes.
submitted by the judge Earlier, the Supreme

Court had reserved its ver-
dict in SC judge Justice
(Qazi Facz Isa’s review pe-
fitton on Monday after-
noon. Dunng the hearing,
Justice Umar Ata Bandial
remarked that the case
hearing was complete.
Justice Bandial smd the
court also wanted to know

and his wife Serena lza for
the review of the presi-
dential reference  filed
against the judge.
However, the detailed
verdict in the case would
be announced later. The
Supreme Courl gave the
verdiet i favour of SC
Judge Justice Qazi Facz

judge case came to light in
2019, He expressed sur-
prisc at how on ecarth
could Federal Board of
Revenue (FBR) take ac-
fion in Justice lsa’s case
before details of his case
were first reported.

=And when at last, de-
tails came to light, the
&!J'::Sliﬂn was raised how

id the SC judge manage

to buy those rlies
under revimv,ymﬁm:ite
Bandial remarked.

Pakistan steadfastly supports Palestinians’ inalienable

ISLAMABAD: Pak-
isian has condemnead vio-
lemt acts and alarming
developments in the Oc-
cupied Palestinian Terri-
tories bcinF carmied out by
the lsraeli Occupation
forces. In a siatement on

right to self-determination

Monday, Foreign Office
Spokesperson Zahid
afeez Chaudhri said Is-
lamabad views it with se-
rious concern and urges
the intemational commu-
nity for prompl action lo
protect Palestinians.

“Pakistan views the re-
cent alarming develop-
ments in the Occupied
Palestinian  Territories
with serious concern,” the
Foreign Office said.

He said these illegal
acis include harassment

of people coming for
prayers, arrests of inno-
cent  Palestinians  and
other arbitrary restrictions
in violation of fundamen-
tal human rights. He said
these illegal measures.

FRisl

5> Save a life

Save Humani
Sumalzai Trust
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mismanagement,”
'President Barham Saleh!
m"md. The Iragi Hl.tl.'ltll!l

R:ghu Commission d.:u,
.nnunmi: crime nsl:
ipatients  exhaust
1Covid-19 who |h|:ir_:
ilives in the of the:
thealth mlmau'_lr and mun-'
Istitutions.”

'"lnmad of being treated,’
lthey)  perished  in!

* it added. Wit
'mﬂmm doctors told!
.hFPmybudlﬁhadym
jto be identified, the re-;
.nmn;tn-uchm'ndhyﬂm
iintense Mames,
10ne of the victims, Allt
ilbrahim, 52, had been!
'treated for coronavirus at'
the Ibn al-Khatib hospital!
‘and was buried by his'
'famh'unSmd.n}rl.tIu-'
jfaraniva, a neighbour-;
,hﬂudnwmghuqnml i
i"He h.udspml 12 days in,
thospital and was due to be;

\discharged. :
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Lax Civil
Administration

With 157 deaths reported in the last 24
hours, Pakistan has crossed the threshold
of the highest number of fatalities ever re-
ported due to the virus. More than the
various strains, a serious lack of compli-
ance with protective protocols is to blame
for this uncontrollable third wave. As a
fix, PM Imran Khan instructed the army
to aid the police in strict enforcement
with the hopes that it will force the public
to be more responsible and limit the
transmission of the virus.

As army personnel weave through mar-
kets, checking whether preventative
measures are being taken to restrict the
spread of the virus, the question of why
the police force wasn't sufficient enou
for the task comes up. The PM’s decision
has exposed systemic issues.

The problem lies not in the lack of human
resources but in the failure to enforce
conformity. Civilian authorities, much
like the army, should be able to ensure
that markets comply with protocols, peo-
ple wear masks and those who violate
rules are penalised through fines. Relying
on the army is not a solution that can be
employed every time or for every occa-
sion, the government must put its own ad-
ministrative house in order. I it takes a
tougher hand to get people to comply,
then so be it; we cannot allow for more

lives to be lost.

‘Warnings have been issued that the pro-
vision of oxygen will run out if the status
quo remains unchanged. Hospitals across
the countries are at full capacity and each
day, thousands of active cases are re-
ported. We are not in a position to let
matters get worse; all efforts must be
pooled to achieve the singular objective of
remaining ahead of the coronavirus.

Maleeha Lodhi

THE iponement of
the %ﬁsﬂhe&umm
Afghan ¢ conference
rrmi‘l‘:sﬂ anpcn::?iy sethack for
renewed efforts to expe-
dite talks on a political
settlement of the conflict.
Ii leaves the nascent
process in disarray at least
for now. The confercnce
co-hosted by the UN,
Turkey and Catar was
scheduled for April 24-
May 4 in Istanbul. An-
nouncing s
postponement until afler
the end of Ramazan,
Turkey's Foreign Minister
Mevliit Cavugoflu said
that in view of the Tal-
iban’s non-participation it
was “meaningless” 1o
press ahead especially as
there was “no  clarity
about the formation of
delegations and iCipa-
lion”, s

The conference was
being calibrated by Wash-
ington with its plans o
completely  withdraw
from Afghanistan. An-
nouncing this in his
much-anticipated address
on Apnl 14 i'"l'ﬁ-'idl:l'l-t Joc
Biden boldly acknowl-
edged that nothing more
could be achieved by re-
taining US troops in the
country and all would be
pulled out by Sept 11. He
said once Al Qacda had
been degraded and Osama
bin Laden eliminated a
decade earlier, the US
goal was achieved but its
presence in Afghanistan
conlinued for another
decade for increasingly
unclear reasons. Rejecting
the Pentagon's prelerence
for a conditions-based
drawdown, Biden said:
*We cannot conlinug the
cycle of extending or ex-
panding our military
ence in  Afghanistan
hoping to create the ideal
conditions for our with-
dmwnt.cxgcﬂinga differ-
ent result.

Read: Ending the *for-
ever war” Under the Doha
a ent between the

5 and Taliban, forged in

February 2020, Amencan
forces were to fully with-
draw by May 1 in ex-
change for the Taliban
commitment to prevent
Afghanistan’s soil from
being used by terronsts
and agrecing 1o inira-
Afghan talks. Even before
Biden's  announcement
the Taliban had declared
they would not partici
in the Istanbul mlksganlﬁ
threatened “conse-
quences™ i the with-
drawal deadline was
shifted. Washington prob-
ably hoped that by givin
& flinal and unmn}:h%:i.nm
deadling for its departure
the Taliban would accept
the decision. But the Tal-
iban mainiained a tough
Eo!-tun: and responded (o
iden’s speech by reiter-
ating their position that
delay in the pullout was a
breach of the Doha agree-
ment for which “neces-
SArY COuURter-measures”
would be taken. They re-
fused to attend the Turkey
conlerence and said that
creating expectations this
would vield a peace deal
was an ¢ffort “to push the
Taliban wallingly or un-
willingly, to a rushed de-
cision which was needed
by America”.

Plans for the ‘Istanbul
Conference on the Af}
Peace Process' had been
set an tran by the US
weeks before 15 with-
drawal announcement, A
leaked letter from US
Secretary of State Anlony
Blinken to President
Ashraf Ghani laid out key
clements of the Amencan
E‘u l. They included a

-led peace conference
in Turkey attended by re-
gional and other *partners”
o mobilise a consensus (o
support the peace plan
followed by a meeting be-
tween the Afghan partics
to finalise a peace deal, A
joint statement by the UN,
Turkey and Oatar cast the
aim ol the conference in
ambitious terms: “The
Conference will focus on
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helping the negotiatin

partics reach a set o

shared, foundational prin-
ciples that reflect an
agreed vision for a future
Afghanisian, a roadmap
to a future political seitle-
ment and an end to the
conflict.”

All stakeholders know
if the path of negodiation
is abandoned the country
will descend into chaos.

Dnving this effort with
a sense of urgency was, of
course, the US in the hope
of accelerating the peace
lalks into making signili-
cant pro ahead of 1s
withdrawal deadline. In-
tense shuttle diplomacy

by its special envoy Zal-
may Khalilzad in the re-
gion was gimed at

persuading the Afghan
riies to attend the Isian-
ul Conference and give
an impetus to the peace
process, The postpone-
menl raises many qués-
tions. 1s the Turkey peace
conference stillborm? Can
the pmfcr process be ne-
vived? IF 50, can progress
be made to reach a seitle-
mient before the US with-
draweal? Will the US leave
without a peace deal? Will
the Taliban wait for the
departure of
Amencan™ato forces o
strengthen their hand in
peace negotiations after-
wards? The answer o all
of the above turms princi-
pally on the Taliban’s cal-
culation as well as to how
much leverage — and in-
terest — the US has to
push the peace effort. In-
dications are that the
Amencans will remain
engaged in diplomatic ef-
forts and seem senows in
wanling a peace deal or at
least progress towards it
before ir departure.
This would be an impor-
tant element of face-sav-
ing for Washington and
also enable an rly and
‘honourable” exit. That is
why behind the scenes
talks are also focused on
negotiating. Dawn..

Amanat Ali Chaudhry

Amanat Ali Chaudhry

No other event in re-
cenl memory has been as
uential as  the
videotaped killing of 46-
Lear-ﬂld George Floyd in

ay 2020 that spotlighted
the icament of the
members of the black

community. The killing
reignited a debate on po-
lice highhandedness while
dealing with people from
the blak community, and
brought América'’s peren-
nial racial problem 1o the
heart of the mainstream
conversation.

The mass-scale protests
that erupted in the wake
of the reprehensible Floyd
incident provided a fresh
impetus  to the Black
Lives Matter (BLM)
movement, literally rop-
ing everyone in. The
movement created a dy-
namic of its own and led
to intemational outrage
and shock.

The picture of Min-
neapolis lice oificer,
Dcﬁ Chﬁvin, pinning
Giecorge Flcgld to the pave-
ment with the unrelenting
force of his knee em
as symptomatic of the
larger malaise that afflicts
race relations in the US, It
touched people and
caught their imagination
like no other cvent in re-
cent history, The feclings
of pain, anguish and
agony that the incident
fostered refused to sub-
side over the past year.

The momenium S0 gen-
erated by the mass mobi-
lization that at bimes
turned wviolent did not
allow the gloss o be laken
off the overwhelming de-
mand for justice and ac-
countability. The
heart-rending words “1
can’t breathe™ uttered by
George as he struggled 1o
catch some air became a
symbol of the systemic
oppression of the Black
community.

The verdict passed by
the 12-member jury last
week that found rek
Chauvin guilty on all
three counts was met wilh
a mixture of emotions; an
expression of relief here,
and thunderous applause
there. The crowds waiting
for the jury to hand down
the judgment at the
George Floyd Square
burst into celebration and
maotorists honked as soon
as the word “guilty” was
uliered by the judge.

The sentence that will
come into eflect after
cight weeks will land
Derck in prison for a total
of 40 years. The guilty
verdict calmed frayed
nerves and precluded the

ssibility of violent
?'pl;:ﬂ.t:srs_ 'ﬁi: reaction also
speaks 1o the rarity of
law-enforcement person-

nel being held o account
for the violation of the
law, a practice that has
seen many police officers
walk away unpunished
from such incidents.,

This aspect ol the po-
lice enjoying impunity
was alluded to by the
statement issued by the
Floyd family that de-
s¢r the wverdict as

infully carned justice.”
;Pﬂ;_uﬂhé slated: “This
case i5 o lurning point in
American history for ac-
countability of law en-
forcement and sends a
clear message we hope is
heard clearly in every cily
and every state.”

President Joe Biden
and Vice-President Ka-
mala Harrs made tele-
vised statements afler the
verdict in  which the
American president called
the conviction “a giant
step forward in the march
towards justice in Amer-
ica.” He the law-
makers o honour  the
memory of George Floyd
by passing a police reform
bill, the George Floyd
Justice in Policing Act, 1o
acknowledge and con-
front *head-on systemic
racism and the racial dis-
parities that exist in polic-

ingfh" . .
¢ Amercan presi-
dent and vice-president
also gave a congratulatory
telephone call to the
Floyd family in which
they promised to “get a lot
more done.” The verdict
made instant intemational
headlines as the British
and Canadian prime min-
isters, Boris Johnson and
Justin Trudeaw, welcomed
it in their tweets = with
the latter acknowledging
that “systemic racism"” is
nol just confined to the
LS.

A close examination of
the trnal makes it abun-
dantly clear that several
factors combined to create
conditions for the passage
of the extraordinary judg-
ment. The following is in-
structive in this regard:

First, the massive social
mobilieation under  the
broad rubric of Black
Lives Matter kept the case
alive, BLM used the inci-
dent to highlight the pres-
ence of more organized
injustices and disparitics
faced by the African-
American community. At
no poinl did the move-
ment waver in ils purpose
or lose sight of the need
for continued vigilance in
making the Floyd incident
a tuming point in the
racial  dispanites. i
adopted a variety of wols
and methods, some of
them unsavory, to keep
the movement goi

The takeaway from the

episode is that an in-
formed and woke cili-
zenry that is capable of
organizing ]il.s-ull' for a
larger social purpose is
:aglﬁcral to the l:un::::r:is of
any movement

Second, Floyd's killing
could have joined a long
list of simular incidents
that are merely statistics
in the debate on racism
bul for the courage shown
by a group of bystanders
including Damella Fra-
rier, a 1 7-year-old young
woman, who filmed the
ten-minute long video of
George's final moments.
Her bold testimony went
a long way in making the
conviction possible and
she was duly credited for
her “bravery and quick
thinking™ by none other
than the LIS president as
well as the Floyd family.

The lesson we get here
is that all of us can be-
come agents of change,
provided we have what it
lakes 1o be on the right
side of truth and morality.
A society whose members
ar¢ driven by an abiding
passion for justice and un-
derstand their intrinsic
role in securing it can sur-
VIVe an caval,

Third, the Minneapolis
police depariment did not
stand by ‘one of their
own', as 15 invanably a
routing  praclice, {lul.
ali itself with justice
umﬂu- Mcdarfn Ar-
radondo, the Minneapolis
police chief, who was a
key witness in the trial,
stated unequivecally that
Derek Chauvin violated
departmental guidelines
in applying excessive
knee force on the hand-
cuffed Floyd. In doing so,
he also made an appeal
for calm and peace, ask-
ing people o “use our hu-
manity to lift each other
up and nol tear our city
down.”

Fourth, the proseculion
team worked with dili-
gence in collaboration
with other stakeholders in
securing the conviction. it
presented a well-orga-
nized and fool-prool case
that could stand the
courl’s scruliny. It pro-
duced 38 witnesses
against the defence’s
s¢ven (o establish its con-
tention,

Minnesota Ao
Gieneral Keith  Ellison,
who oversaw the prosecu-
tion, made a telling re-
mark after the verdict, He
said: “1 would not call
today’s verdict justice,
however, because justice
implies true restoration.
But it is sccouniability,
which is the first to-
wards justice.” This is the
most eamest and thought-
provoking. The news..

With Myanmar

Usama Khilji

HORRIFIC events have

laved out in Myanmar in
rh:y:;t fewy nmiﬂv: a5 ils
miliunri,- sl & demo-
cratically elected govern-
ment and imposed martial
law, It has killed over 800
civilians so far in demon-
strations against the coup,
and arrested journalists
covenng the violence. An
information and commu-
nication blackout has been
imposed, including inter-
mittent  internet  shut-
downs, blocking of social
media, limiting public
WiFi, and disabling wine-
less broadband inlernet,
acts that the Global Net-
work  Imitative  has
strongly condemned.

This 15 & gross violation
of fundamental rights of
the people of Myanmar
and a violation of interna-
tional human rights laws,
A military coup in the re-
gion cmboldens anti-de-
mocratic forces, worsens
the refugee crisis, cuts off

le, and stifles voices.
outh Asian govemn-
menis, all elecied by the
people, must stand against
the coup and not legit-
imise the military govemn-
ment. It was a morally
reprehensible decision by
South Asian governments
including Pakistan’s to at-
tend the Armed Forces
Day parade in Naypyidaw,
the day the Myanmar mil-
iary Killed over 100 pro-
lesters. The  other
governments attending the
arade included
ngladesh, India, Thai-
land, Laos, Wictnam,
China and Russia.

Our Constitution out-
laws military coups; any
abrogation of the docu-
ment is an act of high trea-
son as per Article 6. By
extending this principle,
Pakistan should refuse to
legitimise a regime that
acts against the spirit of its
own Constitulion, and
suspend provision of mil-
itary equipment that s
used to trample the peo-
ple's voice,

South Asia must stand
against the Myanmar

cw&. N )
yanmar’s mililary is
an amalgamation of the
Japanese-trained Burma

Independence Army thai
fnugﬂf" British colonial
rule in the late 1940z and
its offshoot that changed
sides during the war o
fight the Japanese presen-
ce. Upon independence in
1948, the two armics
merged to form the Myan-
mar Army, bul 83 minority
communities struggled for
independence from the
state, civil war broke out
and many amy members
joincd the insurgency.

d The shart-lived J‘::mn—
cratic government system

was overthrown in the
1962 coup, imposing the
Buddhist majonty’s views
on the country. Cilizens
had had emngh by 1988,
but demonsirations were
quelled by shootings that
killed thousands. Pro-
democracy profesiers
were dismissed as com-
miunists from the moun-
lains, a dehumanisation
tactic used by militanes to
‘olhierse” indigenous
voices. However, the
demonstrations  led to
Myanmar opening up the
economy. Thercon, the
army came [ be known as
a “state within a state”, is0-
lated in lavish garrisons
with its ofTicials enriching
itsellf through lucrative
trade licences and con-
tracts that made joining
the mulitary lucrative.

In 2011, the generals
decided 1o allow some
representation Lo civilians,
with a constitution that al-
lowed them te retain a
quarier of the seals in par-
lhament and cerlain min-

istiries — a  hybrid
democracy amangement,
In 2015, the National

League for Democracy
(NLD) led by Aung San
Suu Kyi won a landslide
election. Her government
tread carefully with the
military, in fact defendi

it against accusalions o
genocide of the Rohingya
community at the 1CJ.

However, in late 2020
when the MLD won an-
other election, the military
illegally suspended the re-
sults by alleging fraud, de-
-:h;.r-n-zz‘f ;‘g Emu- of
em ncy, and an-
nnuﬁﬁd control of the
country for one year. For
people of Myanmar who
have seen military rule for
most of their history, this
i% not a reliable promise.

The situation in the me-
glisun 15 gelling precanous.

more  citizens  of
Myanmar try 1o escape the
oppressive mililary rule,
seeking asylum is all the
more complicated given
border restrictions due o
Covid-19. For the Ro-
hingya Muslims, the
genocide can get worse.

Bangladesh has been
hosting over a million Ro-
hingva refueecs since
2017, but India has becn
ihreatening (o deport Ro-
hingya relugees, having
detained  several from
India-held Kashmir re-
cently, which is highly
condemnable.

The icipation  of
Gien Minrinungpﬁlaing al
the Asean summit also
raises questions, as the
multilateral body should
be engaging with demo-
cralicallﬂ:lwlad civilian
leaders Dawn. .,
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China’s South Tibet

Masud Ahmad Khan

The Indian border with
China is divided into thoee
seclors; the castern sec-
tors comprise of the state
ol Arunachal Pradesh and

Sikkim, the largest dis-
puted area of 90,000
square kilometers.
Arunachal Pradesh shares
its borders with the stales
of Assam and Nagaland to
the South, Bhutan in the
West, Myanmar in the
East and China in the
North. In 1912, the British
mamed it the Norih East-
em  Fronlier Agency
(NEFA). The stale is
home to Chnistians, Hin-
dus and Tibetan Buddhist.
63 percent of its popula-
ticn hbelon to  fanths
other than Hinduism and
conlains one of the high-
est numbers of Buddhists
in India. It was in 1914
that the British Foreign
Secretary, Sir McMahon,
drew a 550 mile border
between Brtish India and
Tibet which was signed
by British and Tibetan
representatives. China ob-
jected to the validity of
the demarcated border
since it was not a signa-
tory to the agreement.
China’s position was that
Tibet was not independent
from China and could not
sign treatics and therefore,
the accord was invalid. In
a reply 1o Nehru's memo
of 1959, Chinese leader
Zhou Enlar made it ¢lear
to Nehru that the British
policy of aggression can-
not be considered legal.
Gov't decides 1o open
two new Pak-Iran border
crossing routes: Sheikh
Rashid During the 1962
war in MEFA, the Indian
amy proved oo weak o
fight the Chinese army
considering it came down
to Texpur in Assam. Dur-
ing the war, all of
Arunachal Pradesh was
occupied by the Chinese
amyy whic later withdrew
voluntarily, According to
Bruch Riedel, “India was
humiliated and Nehru
devastated. Indians had
been driven from the East
and even Calcutta was at
risk. Nehru was so des-
perate that he requested
the United States 1o res-
cue them.” The NEFA

Wk renamed as
Arunachal Pradesh and
made a union territory in
1972. Later in 1987, it be-
came an Indian siate,
China's Foreign BMin-
istry spokesman, £hao Li-

jian, made it clear last

year that China has never

nised Arunachal
P as a state of India
since it is in China's
South Tibet region. China
claims s sovercignly
over Arunachal Pradesh,
which is under the illegal

control of India.
anan%ml region  in
Arunae h 15 cen-

tre of the dispute. China
also claims that the sixth
Dalai Lama, Tsanyang
Gyatso, was bomn in

Tawan therefone
Arunachal Pradesh is
more 50 a part of Tibet.

Global military spend-
i.ngg hits highest level since
1988 Tawang was part of
Tibet but in 1914, it be-
came parl of Aranachal
Pradesh after the British
demarcation. Despite that,
Tibet continues to admin-
ister the Tawang
Monastery as India took
control of it in 1951, The

pulation of Tawang
predominanily belongs o
the Monpa tribe that
speaks the language of

Tibet and ices Ti-
betan Buddhism. The
Tawane Monastery is the
second largest I%‘"ut:u:-mn

Buddhist monastery in the
world, after Potala place
in Lhasa. Tawang is also
strategically important be-
cause during the 1962
war, the Chinese army
came down through the
Bumla Pass norh of
Tawang town. Il China
occupies it, it will facili-
tate their occupation of
the Assam plains.,
Ammnachal Pradesh is
strategically important to
both India and China.
Arunachal Pradesh pro-
vides security to Bhutan
from 115 easterm fMank, In
the case that Tawang is
occupied by China,
Bhutan will be at the
mercy of the Chinese pin-
cer altack. The state of
Arunachal Pradesh pro-
vides s ic depth 1o
the Bmﬁigpulmq:nllny

and Morth Eastern States.
India will lose all its stales
in the North East to China
or become independent.
Therelore, it is vital for its
defence in the North Easi.
Federal cabinet to ap-
prove 30-day remission 1o
Jail-prisoners  on  Eid
China has been objecting
to visits by Indian leaders
to the disputed region. It
ohjected to Dalai a's
visit 1o Tawang by stati
that his wvisit violat
India’s commitments on
the border dispute. China
also objected o PM
Modi*s visit to the state in
February 2015 to partici-
pate in the celebration
marking 29 years of
Arunachal Pradesh’s infe-
ion 0 India. China
also condemned the visit
of Home Minister, Amit
Shah, to the region by
saying that the visit vio-
lated Beijing’s territorial
sovereignty. Even Lob-
sang Sangay’s visitl 1o al-
tend the oath Ialc;li:cF
ceremony of PM Modi
was rejected. In 2019,
China destroyed 30,000
world maps in the country
for oot mentioning
Arunachal Pradesh as pan
of its territory. During the
summit of the Belt and
Road Initiative (BRI} in
Beijing, China removed a
map from the website that
depicted the entire HOJK
and Arunachal Pradesh re-
E:'hm as part of India
ina has given Chinese
names o six places in
Arunachal Pradesh 1o
reallirm its territorial sov-
ereignty over the disputed
state. According Mao,
Tibet is the night hand’s

ﬁtm of China and

h, Nepal, Sikkim,
Bhutan and NEFA are s
fingers. Pakistan Navy
distributes ration in
coastal, crecks arca amid

demic In Janu
2021 there was a [re
clash between the Chinese
and Indian soldiers at the
Maku La region in
Morthern Sikkim. Last
year, India accused the
Chinese People’s Libera-
tion Army for kidnapping
five willagers  from
Amnachal Pradesh.

The nation..

Cancel these exams

Kamal Siddiqi

As Pakistan les
with the third wnﬂt]: the
Covid-19 pandemic, thou-
sands of students are ¢x-

cted Lo ap for the O
ﬁd E-Leuﬁxms in
person — which goes
against the SOPs Etm-
nounced carlier this week
by the government itself.

These students  have
asked that the Cambridge
Board cancel the upcom-
ing May-June 2021
exams which seems like a
reasonable demand given
the extraordinary times
we live in,

But their pleas have
fallen on deal ears. Four
different high courts have
turned down the petitions
to cancel physical exami-
nations or switch to pre-
dicted grades.

As things stand, the
Cambridge O and A-
Level exams in Pakistan
this year will begin on
Apnl 26 and end on June
11. While the government

decided to ¢ down
schools in Punjab, Islam-
abad, and Khyber-

Pakhtunkhwa this month,
Federal Education Minis-
ter Shafgat Mahmood in-
sists that Imtermediate,
Matric, and Cambridge
exams will be held as per
schedule. This does not
make any sense.

In comparison to Pak-

istan, we are old the
Cambndge International
board cancelled

exams in over 10 coun-
trics across the world.
Cambridge International
is opting for teacher as-
sessments for s IGCSE
qualifications in the UK.
The board said that it will
go for teachers’ assess-
ments in a “very small”
number of countnes and
regions where it will be
“impossible™ for the
exams to go ahead. One

wonders why Pakistan
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does nol lall in that cate-
goTYy.

This week, #cancelcie-
exams2021 emerged as
one of the wp Twiller
trends in the country as
students tried Lo get across
their point of view. The
issue beyond the fact
that Eﬁnﬂ schools, the

scribed syllabi has not
n taught fully or that
online classes have lefl a
lot o be desired. The
ucstion is — why expose
these young men and
women to risk that can be
avorded?

Some  students  have
complained that the real
disruption caused by the
pandemic was the con-
stant switching between
online and on-campus
classes. They say that the
CIE was unmoved by the
plight of the students and
did nothing to help them.

Students have raised a
number of points to argue
their case. Schools strug-
gled with delivering cur-
riculum due 1w onfoll
schedules. Also, studenis
and their s who
contracied the virus found
it difficult o with
their studim.ﬁl;cr;ﬁ also
not forget hostel students
who were forced back
home didn’t have a proper
environment o study. In
comparison, most coun-
tries have promoted stu-
dents based on predicted
grades. Local boards also
reduced the exam syllabus
or delayed assessments,

Many studenis fear that
if they end up with bad
grades, which happencd
with a lot of them last
year, it will make it diffi-
cult for them to get inlo
universities of  their
choice ll seems that the
government’s  different
ministrics are not on one
page. While the NCOC is-
sues its set of SOPs, the

education ministry does
not secem o abude by
them. If outdoor activitics
ar¢ banned, then why are
iN-person  cxaminations
allowed?

The bigger question is
— why do we allow CIEs
in the first place? Why
does Pakistan have this
smorgashord of examina-
tion bodies assessing our
students? Why can’t we
fix this problem so that
we have one national ex-
aminalion system in place
without having to resort 1o
forcign boards. Granted
that the CIEs exist in dif-
ferent countries across the
world but not as an alter-
nate to the national exam
gysiem. Instead they caler
to a small minority of stu-
dents, Not so in Pakistan
where millions of dollars
are spent in this exercise.

When the CIEs issue
surfaced last year, [ asked
gsome colleagues from
South Asia to tell me how
their countries were cop-
ing with the issue. They
were al a loss o explain.
It seems all the other
countries in South Asia —
be it India, Bangladesh,
MNepal or 5ni Lanka - have
their local exam boards
which are responsible for
festing and ding the
smde&ts. Indgl’:tI hasE wo
central boards and ev
state has its own
Central boards emphasise
on English while state
boards prefer the state
language. This is exactly
ihe sysiem that should be
in place in Pakistan,

I recall that the Aga
Khan Board iried to intro-
duce something like this
but it did not take off as
expected. What's surpris-
ing 18 why the govern-
meni continues io sleep
on this. Where is our na-
tional pride now? Express
Trnbune..
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lPL under fire for plan to keep

MNEW DELHI: The In-
dian Premier League
(IPL) will carry on with

mis, IS organisers said
ﬁl Sunday. but came
under heavy criticism for
the plan as the country
grapples with a massive
!-il.!!'El..' 1] COMnNavirns
cases,

The Mew Indian Ex-

%% and a sister publi-
gnr:;‘nn said on Sﬂundny
they had decided to sus-
pend its IPL coverage,
while hundreds of fans
lambasted the league on
social media.

An  IPL  govemimg
council member said the
league has “a robust bio-
bubble” and 15 beimg
plaved without fans
which made it safe 1o
continue,

“IPL provides a much-
needed distraction for all
from the dﬂ-um _and
gloom around us,” the
official said, requesting
aANonyIity.

“Yes,

cases  hawve

surg_m m venues like

Delhi, but we have two
standby venues in Hy-

derabad and Indore and
we'd use  them af
needed.”

India™s number of

Covid-19 cases surged
by 349,691 on Sunday, a
new global record, and
hospitals in Delhi and
across the country are
ming away patients
after running out of med-
ical oxygen and beds.
The Chennai-based
MNew Indian Express said
its decision to suspend

calling the
glitzy cricket tournament
-:nmmen:mhsm gone
crass” and “incongru-
ous”.

Express Publications
said n a front-page edi-
torial of its I'Lng,shl Eng-
lish-language dalr that
the T Wis h:lllm re=
pﬂﬂﬁlgnﬂll the Twen?:. /20
event until a “semblance
of normaley 15 restored”.

The Moming Standard
and the Sunday Standard
— two other English-
language newspapers in
their stable — shared the

playing despite Covid-19 crisis

same editonal.

“In such a tragic time,
we find it incongruous
that the festival of cnicket
i5 on in India,” the news-
paper group said. “This
3 r.:::nmm::rcmhm‘n gone
crass.’

The media company
said 1t was not agamst the
competition but its tim-
ing, addmg: *“Cricket,
to0, must accept that we

sing throush an
unpr]zit‘d:ngu:d cnaﬁh

Australia®s Adam Gil-
christ, who led now-de-
funct Deccan Chargers to
their maiden IPL victory
in 2009, also waded into
the debate,

“Best wishes to all in
India. Frightening Covid
numbers. #¥IPL contin-
uwes. Inappropriate? Or
important  distraction
each might? Whatever
your ll.huughts prayers
are with you,” tweeted
the former Test player.
Dawn..

National Women’s Softball Championship

KARACHI: Chairman
Sindh Softball Associn-
tion (55A) Syved Afzal
Zaidi said on Saturday
that due 1o the outbreak of
Covid=-19 major sporis
events in the world
been cancelled and sofi-
ball activities in Pakistan
have also been severely
affected.

The 15h Natwonal
Women's Softhall Cham-
pionship has been can-
celled due to the increased
cages of the coronavirus.
However, after the silua-
tion i owes wie will
1o hnipI the N:Liinn?il
Championshi tg m I-c-
menting full Cov
S0Ps in Karachi in J'ul:'u‘:
this vear under MNood-
|JEhl£ He expressed these
views while addressing a
Sindh Snﬂb&ll Associa-
tion mu:cimg President
S5A ‘i{ Waszeem
Haszshmi, Vice Presidenis

Pervaiz Ahm
Muhammad h‘aur fn:n-
eral Secretary Zeeshan
Merchant, Chairperson
Women Wing  Alia
Ahmed, Finance Secre-
tary Murad Hussain, and
other oafficials atended
the mecting. Afzal said
that Sofiball Federation of
Pakistan (SFP) gave
Sindh Sofiball Associa-
iwon the opporunity (o
host the 15th National
Women's Sofiball Cham-

4

p. which 15 an £X~
pression of confidence in
the Provincial Associas-
tion. “Events like these
will prove to be very fruit-
ful in the promotion and
development of softball,”
he said."Such competi-
tions will discover new
talent and will create an
atmosphere of  healthy
contests among the ]Inla}-
ers al the national level
but also will build an at-
mosphere of mutual har-

Camila Mendes recenily sai down for a chait and got candid abont
all the absurdities she finds in Riverdale’s story line.

Pakistanis are breaking the ice with
their special someone and we are
here for it

dveris can be annoying
- nobody actually likes
sitting through them. But
thiz one's here with our
favourite celebs, some ice
cream, memanes of sweet
love, and just the nght
song we'd like (0 hum to
nll y long.
The nu:—w #Sayll\'-’imi‘ﬂr-
netto campaign has been
the sweetest of all TVCs
we've come across lately.
Revealing heartwarming
moments of breaking the
ice with a special some-
on, the campaign has ne-
minded everyone of their
first love and the joy it
brings along. From celebs
o social media users,
everyone's  excited fto
share their story.
Here are all the reasons
we're enjoying the new

#SayliWithCometto cam-
paign: _
Asim Azhar's unique

homage 1o Mazia Hassan
has us tapping our feet

Ty, anyoene who doesnt
know Mazia Hassan songs
can'l be fnends with us,
The whole vibe around
her songs is unmatchable
till date, a_-qu.-ciall the
Aankhen Milane Walay
tune which is just one dest
song we can't get enough
of.

With Asim Azhar's vocals
clubbed with a fresh tune,
this song is one of the
mosi beautiful remixes
WEWE come across lately.
Actor Bilal Abbas Khan is
dropping some serious
tips on how to break the

ice
We already adore every-
thing about Bilal Abbas
Khan, but his boy-next-
door looks and acling
skills in the new Comeito
Disc Brownie TVC have
us falling in love with him
all over again.

We love how the boy
meets girl moment in the
TVC sends sparks all

around. Such magnetic
moments in the TVC
make us wanl o pause
channel surfing when this
cniE's o,
The TV has the intermet
reminiscing about the mo-
ment they tell in love
Ah, don't those two look
just lovely together?
The Asim and Bilal duo in
the new TVC inspired
SOMC SWeet reminiscing,
and had the intermet shar-
ing their own moments of
breaking the ice with their
ial someone.
acebook was bnimming
with stories both silly and
cute, with groups like Di-
arngs and Mommy Has
Solutions triggering nos-
talgic conversalions on
first lowe.
Social media showed us
how they would say it all
with a Cometio Dise
Brownie
It wasn’t just Facebook
that Nooded with love sio-
ries and confessions:
other social media plat-
forms also followed the
HSavItWithCorneiio
trend. Influencers like
Ghasanfar and Rida from
Bekaar Films as well as
social media personalities
like Kanwal Afiab and
Aden Behan shared ithair
unigue ice-breaking mo-
ments with their special
ones. Dawn.,

to be held in June under floodlights

mony and brotherhood,”
He further sand that we
will iry (o organise this
championship in the best
way possible to make this
event memorable and ex-
cmplary. Afzal added that
Karachi is a cosmopolitan
city of peace and har-
mony and the national
championship being held
here will send a positive
image at the intemational
forums. President SSA
Syved Waseem Hashmi
gand that women of this
COUNLry areé participaling
in sporis alongside men
just like in all aspects of
life which is very hearten-
ing. He directed Secretary
Zeeshan  Merchant o
formi &0 OFZanisSing COom-
mittee for the national
championship as well as
take all possible steps (o
provide facilities to the
players participating
in the event, Dawn..
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Oscars 2021:
Frances McDor-
mand wins Best

Actress award

for '"Nomadland'

LOS AMGELES: Frances
MeDormand won her third
Oscar on Sunday for Mo-
madland, cementing her
reputation as on¢ of the
best actresses of her gener-
ation,
MeDormand s win makes
hier a member of an elite
club that includes Meryl
Strecp, Daniel Day Lewis
and Jack Micholzon as the
winners of three acting Os-
ars. The laie Katharne
Hepburn won a record
four. “My voice is in my
sword. We know the sword
i5 our work. And [ like
work,” MeDormand said in
accepting the award, echo-
ing a ling from the film.
In Momadland, the &63-
year-old MeDormand
plays a widow who, in the
wake of the US economic
recession, fums her van
into a mobile home and
s¢ts out on the road, taking
seasonal jobs along the
WaY,
The publicity-shy McDor-
mand was one of the fa-
vorites for the best actress
prize, which she first won
in 1997 for her rayal of
a pregnant [H.'-r|I1'.“¢ chief in
crame drama F
MeDormand won a.ga:n in
2018 for playing an an
maother ael:}k?nggjusllct %’Erl
her dead daughter in dark
comedy Three Billboards
Outside Ebbing, Missouni.
MeDormand, who is mar-
ried to independent movie
director Joel Coen, made
her film debut in 19845
Blood Simple. She has
starred in several of Coen
and his brother's mowvies,
including Raising Arizona
and Bum After Reading.
Her other major roles in-
clude Mississippi Buming,
Almost Famous and MNorth
Country, all three of which
earned her Oscar nods, as
well as Moonnse Kingdom
and Somecthing’s Golta
Giivie.
Im 2011, she won a Tony

award for her portrayal of

a single mother in the play
Cood People and in 20135
she picked up an Emmy for
her lead role in the televi-
sion mini-series Olive Kit-
teridge. The News..

Pakistani skipper Babar Azam made history once again by shatier-
ing a record previously held by Virat Kohli, becoming the fastest
batsman fo gei to 2,000 T20I runs.

Pak vs Zim: Pakistan defeat Zim-
babwe hy 24 runs in final T20I

H-_:-_l‘f 'I.J

15tan captam B.r.tl:r.tu'
Azam won the toss, opied
to bat and the tourists
miade 165-3 in 20 overs
as they sought redemp-
tion after a shock 19-run
second match loss.

The batting of Rizwan
and Azam (52) and the
bowlng of recalled
Haszan Ali {4-18) ensured
Pakistan would not suffer
the humiliation of losing
twice to minnows Zim-
babwe within three days.

Zimbabwe made a bold
bid for victory, though,
reaching 101 for one after
13 overs before being un-
done by the loss of three
wickets within 15 balls
for the addition of just

eight runs.
As the Pakistan
bowlers tightened their

grip, only Brendan Taylor

IiR::Az

a 1'I'IEJ'II!'ItnE_ u
score and the hosts fin-
ished on 141-7.

It was the second sue-
cessive T20 senes suc-
cess for the toursts after
beating South Africa 3-1

before
Harare.
Rizwan cracked three
sixes and five fours as
Pakistan exceeded the ex-
tations of Azam, who
lieved it would be a
challenge to surpass 140
on what he considered a
bowler-friendly pitch.
After the loss of Shar-
jeel Khan for 18 off the
last hall of the fourth
over, Rizwan and Azam
put on 126 runs for the
second wicket before the
captain was out for 52 in
the final over.
Medium-pacer

travelling  to

Luke

NN

Jongwe, the star of the
shock Zimbabwe victory,
was once again the most
impressive bowler, taking
the three wickets while
conceding 37 runs.
MNeeding to score at a
rate of %,3 runs an over to
overtake Pakistan and
achieve a histone first bi-
lateral T20 series victory,
IIimh:lhm: began promis-

m%!‘}-'.

nperturbed by the
loss of Tansa Musakanda
for 10, fellow opener
Wesley Madhevere and
Tadiwanashe Marumam
speedily put on 65 nuns in
a second-wicket stand.

But when Mammani
(35) was bowled by Mo-
hammad Hasnain, Pak-
istan took control and
Mmihmcrt (59% and

15 Chakabva (0 soon
t::'l wed to the change
T

Ali excelled among the
Pakistan bowlers, and
Haris Rauf (2-34) atoned
for a costly earlier spell
by capturing two wickets
in the final over.

The T20 series will be
followed by two Tests,
also in Harare, beginning
on April 29 and May 7.
The news..

Feroze Khan, when you empathise
with a 'but', there's a problem

As India's new coron-
avirus infections continue
to hit record peaks, many
counines including Pak-
istan, Britain, Germany
and the United States
have pledged to send ur-
gent medical aid to fight
the cnsis overwhelming
its hospitals,

Across the border, Pak-
istanis are sending love
and Era}'m as heart-
wrenching videos and pic-
wres emerge of Indians
struggling for their lives.
Feroze Khan too showed
empathy but there were a
few issues with his mes-
ng.':

"1 am sure it's towgh time
in India and | pray for hu-
manily everywhere. But
just imagine what Kash-

mir has been  goin
through and why? he
uestioned.

0 begin with, his first
hall of the message seems
1o trivialise the enormous
5:::!1:: of devastation India
15 undergoing right now.
Two, why ;ﬁd 2 "but’ in
your message of empathy
and bring up Kashmir in

the same tweel!
Mo one is denying that
Kashmiris have gone

through continuous op-
pression and vielalions off
their basic rights but when
you're talking about one
ragedy (the one in India),
don't correlate it o the
other,

People on Twitler also

3 ccp

]:H':l.l.[ll.‘ln- out of a major ¢n-
sis, pointing oul innocent
people who were losing
their lives had nothing 1o
do with the atrocities in
Eashmir,
However, that didn't sway
the actor's opinions,
*Kashmir is out of oxy
since god knows when.
They just are nol a8 nuclear
power s0 we don’t talk
much about it. Face with
tears of joy they've been
caged and killed dirty,” he
said. "Again | am prayin
for humanity in India an
in Kashmir!™
Alter facing heavy crili-
cism and backlash from
lans who called his bveets
insensitive and against
basic human decency at a
time like this, Khan then
responded to a fan who

inted out how he should

» praying for humanity
instead of spreading un-
necessary hate.
"I have prayed for human-

The "Mere Paas Tum Ha" smr on Sumfn;; said sﬁz ﬁ'ns reﬂc.i‘:zd 3, 7
million followers on the Facebook-owned app.

I|}' [h-l.‘.‘!'l... Aand vl:'n.I:l"l."l.'l.- e,
But | would still not
wanna be quict I'ur a few
likes and views,” he said,
making references to his
serial Bhuda aur Muhab-
bat which is currently on
fir.
"The drama could @il oo
and | would still not want
innecent to be killed, sup-
pressed and caged. Pray-
II'tE'. I'ur -E'l."n‘.‘l}'l:lﬂt'
evierywhere," he added.
We understand his frustra-
tion about the alrocitics in
Kashmir, but empathy
costs nothing. There are
many celebrities A
for piaph. in Inde:a g
couraging people not to
lose Eﬂiﬂ% ]':'-hi!: still be-
lieve that India is in the
wrong on the Kashmir
1550,
You don't have o give up
stance on Kashmir to
show kKindness in India's
time of great need.
Dawn..
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Babar’s troops

face rare Zim-
babwe chal-

lenge in T20

series decider

HARARE: Pakistan sud-
denly find themselves in a
spot of bother as they face
a weak-looking yet spirited
Zimbabwe in the senes-de-
ciding third and f{inal
Twenty20  International
here at the Harare Sports
Club on Sunday.

Fresh from their ODI
and Twenty20 series ini-
umph in South Africa
where they loured prior 1o
coming W Zimbabwe,
Babar Azam and company
received a big jolt on Fn-
day when Zimbabwe, 11th
in the 1CC T20 rankings,
stunned the tounsts by 19
runs in the second T20 in
Harare to level the series
that before Friday did mot
hold any considerable sig-
nificance,

After gelting restricted
io 118 in the second game,
the Brendan Taylor-led
LZimbabwe defying the
odds, bundled out Pakistan
the former top-ranked T20
team, for o mene olal of 99
ofl" 19.5 overs. This was
also Zimbabwe's first-cver
T20 win over Pakistan.

Surprisingly earlier in
the ﬁli:'!FI.'iE.‘i ngp-::l:rn-:r held at
the same venue, fourth-
ranked Pakistan  team
'barrl nmmﬁtd 1o win by

runs while defending
I4'§|' On  Sunday, the
tourists would be mluing
1o o0l their batling woes as
in both games thus far,
their batters have not fired.
Bamng wickel-
k r’hatsman  Moham-
mad Rizwan and Babar, the
rest of the batsmen have
struggled. Middle-order
batting has only raised the
concems of Pakistan think-
tank in recent times. While
veleran Mohammad
Hafeez, who had a fine
2020 with the bat in the
gamse s shorbest formal, hos
so far struggled on the
Alrican safari, Asif’ Ali's
siring of abject outings
have only continued on the
Lewir: o this the filures
of novice Danish Aziz who
debuted in the first T20 of
the Zimbabwe. Dawn.,
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Prince Charles
may cuf off
Prince Harry,
Meghan
Markle after
becoming king
In a bid to reduce the
number of workin
members in the rova
family Prince Charles
may be looking to cut off

Prince H and
Meghan Markle when he
becomes king,

Royal expert Angela

Levin has claimed that
the Prince of Wales will
likely “ditch™ the Duke
and Duchess of Sussex
since they already
stepped down as senior
members of the royal
family.
"Pance Charles has
wanted for a very long
time to cut the monarchy
down to save costs and (o
make people be worth
the money that they got
from the taxpayer,” she
said.
“1 imagine that might be
when Harry and Meghan
are ditched from bein
members of the Rova
family.
“1 think the outer edge,
which the Queen has
wanted 1o keep together
for a very long time for
sentimental reasons,
which at her age she did-
n't really particularly
want change which [
think 15 understandable,
“But he wants to change
and 1 think he will
that.”
"He will also accompany
the Queen, it's said she's
20ing to be there openin
%‘ar!:ﬁimcnl on hf::.r I?
and Prince Charles will
be accompanying her,
"I think although she
wants to do her duties
she will step back, even
more, it'll be quite hard
o come back after the
ndemic and all the iso-
ation. "In fact, she will
be grateful for him to be
taking over in making |
imagine qhe big deci-
sions on behalf of the
Royal Family." The
MNews..
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Imran Khan is
running country's
economy on IMFK's
directions: Bilawal

EARACHI: Chair-
man Pakistan Peoples
Party, Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari has strongly
criticized the PTI gov-
ernment on the issue
of high electricity and
gas tariffs, saying that
the IMF had directed
Imran Khan to in-
crease the electricity
bill and the PTI gov-
ernment issued the or-
dinance in this regard.
Imran Khan has run
the Pakistani economy
on the instructions of
the IMF hence tarnish-
ing the country's
image.

In a statement 1ssucd
from Media Cell Bi-
lawal House on Mon-
day, Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardarn said
that the people are suf-
fering the conse-
quences of Imran
Khan's incompetence
in  the IMF deal
through their high
electricity and gas
bills. Imran Khan has
now planned to rob
700 hillion rupees
from the pockets of
the poor people.

He further said that
Imran Khan 15 proud
of his performance;
people are looking for
this performance for
the expensive electric-
ity and gas bills in
their hand. Imran
Khan who ifore the
electricity bill at Rs 8
per unit is now silent
when it has gone up to
Es 21 per unit. Ac-
cording to Chairman
Bilawal Bhutto
Zardari, Imran Khan
has no idea about the
situation of a middle
class family who is re-
luctant to run the air
conditioner due to ex-
pensive bills in this
hot weather and dur-
ing the month of Ra-
madan while they are
fasting. In the state of
Madinah, will the sav-

ings of a middle-class
common man be used
only to pay electricity
and gas bills?
Chairman PPP also
said that PTI had
called a sit-in at D-
Chowk against infla-

tion and is now
making people stand
in line in front of
banks to pay the ex-
pensive electricity
bills. Addressing

Imran Khan, he said
that Prime Minister, it
is not the previous
governments that are
responsible for raising
the electricity and gas
bills but you yourself.
He also said that the
people of Pakistan are
paying a terrible price
for change in the face
of high eleciricity and
gas hlls.

Chairman Bilawal
Bhutto Zardari termed
the price hike of elec-
tricity by the tyranni-
cal PTI government
for ordinary con-
sumers who use 300
units per month as an
extreme act of poor
enmity. He demanded
that Imran  Khan
should announce a re-
duced price for con-
sumers who use 300
units per month.

He said that the ex-
traordinary increase in
electricity and gas
prices has created
havoc in the country
by bringing a tsunami
of inflation today due
to high prices of elec-
tricity and gas, De-
clining demand for
Pakistani products is
also affecting the ex-
port sector, he said,
adding that a possible
increase in gas prices
would make fertilizer
more expensive, leav-
ing 43 per cent of the
country's agricultural
manpower and 20 per
cent of GDFP affected.
NNI

ﬂ : Army Personnel are patroliing on

Mall Road to implement new restrictions as a
preventive measure againsi the spread of the
Covid-19 in Provincial Capifal.

Pakistan attaches special
importance to bilateral
relations with UK:
Shaukat Tarin

ISLAMABAD: Dr.
Christian  Tumer, the
British High Commis-
sioner (o Pakistan called
on the Federal Minister for
Finance and Revenue,
Shaukat Tann, at the Fi-
nance Division Monday.

According fo a press
statement here, Secretary
Finance Division and See-
retary EAD were also
present during the meei-
ing.

While extendin a
warm welcome to Chris-
tian Turner, the Finance
Minister staled that Pak-
istan atlaches special 1m-
portance o bilateral
relations with the United
Kingdom and affirmed to
further strengthen eco-
nomic and business link-
ages between the 1wo
countries,

The Finanee Minister
also thanked the High
Commissioner for the sup-
port extended by the
British government and its
people for the people of
Pakistan during the on-
going COVID-19 pan-
demic.

In his remarks, the Fi-
nance Minister apprised
the High Commissioner
about working of fagshi
Ehsaas Emergency Casﬂ

program regarding direct
cash transfers to under-
nvileged women. The
hsaas program  has
played a significant role in
mitigating the economic
hardships of the marginal-
ized groups of the society
amid COVID-19,

The Finance Minister
alsa underlined the van-
ols measures laken by the
Government 1o stimulate
economic recovery during
these testing limes. He
commended the Pakistani
diaspora abroad for send-
ing i record remitlances
which e¢nhanced the for-
eign exchange reserves
and strengthened Pak-
Rupee. The Pakistani dias-
Enr.a. in the United

ingdom are the real asset
for the country, he added.

The Finance Minister
referated the firm com-
mitment of the Govern-
ment  in implementing
vital economic reforms
and achieving macro-cco-
nomic stability with the
help of development part-
ners 1o build a future
for the ple of Pak-
istan, Chnstian Turner dis-
cussed the issues of
mutual interest and as-
surcd the Finance Minister
of the full support.

LAMABAD: Laborers are busy in prepar-

ing strucfure afgﬂm durin,
ange in Federal Capital.

Rawal interc

construction af

ISLAMABAD: A view of Allama Igbal Open University in Federal
Capital as the Universily administration posfpone the examinalion
Autumn Semester 2021 due to the pandemic of third layer of Co-
rona Virus across the couniry.

Army deployed in 16 cities as
Covid death rate rises to
2.16pc: DG ISPR

EAWALPINDI: Per-
sonnel of the Pakistan
Army have been de-
ployed in 16 cities,
which have the highest
number of coronavirus
cases in the country,

Pakistan is desperately
trving to contain the pan-
demic before it spirals
out of control like it did
in India a few days ago.

Major-General Babar
Iftikhar, Director General
of the Inter-Services
Public Relations (ISPR),
told the media at a press
briefing on Monday that
there was an alarming in-
crease in the patient
death rate in the third
wave of the coronavirus
pandemic.

He said that death rate
had reached up to 2.15
percent in some cities.
He said that Peshawar,
Mardan, Charsadda, La-
hore, Karachi, Hyder-
abad, Cuetta, Faisalabad
and Muzaffarabad had
become the cities with
the most number of
Cases.

The ISPE DG said the
third wave was affecting
the entire South Asian re-
gion. He said the army
would come up to peo-
ple’s expectations in
these difficult times.

He said that people’s
trust was an asset of the
Pakistan Army. He said
that army has been de-
ployed in aid of the civil
administration. He said
the nation needed to be

more careful than ever to
stop the pandemic situa-
tion from deteriorating.

The Pakistan Army
spokesperson said that
oxygen supplies to the
industry would have to
be halted and diverted to
hospitals if the pandemic
situation deteriorates, He
said that currently 570
COTONavins patients
were on ventilators and
4 300 were critical.

He said that coron-
avirus SOPs must be fol-
lowed for safety. He said
that 75 percent of the
oxygen produced in the
country had been allo-
cated to health sector of
Pakistan. He said the
civil administration was
responsible for maintain-
ing law and order in the
country.

He said that army
troops had reached in all
districts, He said that a
licutenant-general would
head the army operations
in every district and a
brigadier at the division
level. He said the
had decided not to take
the internal security al-
lowance,

On Sunday, the federal
government had issued
notifications for the de-
ployment of Pakistan
Army  troops  and
Rangers in Punjab and
Frontier Corps security
personnel in  Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa for strict
implementation of Stan-
dard Operating Proce-

NCOC meet-
ing considers
imposing lock-
down on most

affected cities

ISLAMABAD; Mon-
day’s meenng of the Na-
tional Command and
Operation Center (WCOC),
held under the chairman-
ship of Federal Minister
Asad Umar, considered the
proposal of imposing lock-
down in the cities affected
most by coronavirus. It
was decided that the final
decision would be made
after consultation with all
stakeholders,

The meetng also con-
sidered the closure of mar-
kets and malls, a ban on
interci ublic transport
and :h?tgmplcte ti:‘:ﬁn&
of educational institutions
during lockdown.

The NCOC also re-
viewed the dure of
conducting the Cambridge
examinations and said that
the examinations werne
being conducted as per the
decision of the Ministry of
Education, with no more
than fifty candidates in one
examinaton oenter. The
Ministry of Education was
directed to ensure the im-
plementation of all safety
measures while conduct-
ing Cambridge examina-
tions.

It was decided that the
registration process for
persons between the ages
of 40 and 50 would stant
from March 27 while the
walk-in facility for vacci-
nation of cinrens ahove
the age of 60 would con-
tinue,

The NCOC decided o

vide a relief package to
ﬂirﬂusﬂiﬂ seﬂjm. which
is under constant pressure
due to the virus outbreak,
and directed the Ministry
of Commerce to formulate
its proposals, )
meeting decided to
form a joint team of the
Ministry of Commerce, In-
dustry and the Ministry of
Health, which will con-
sider ensuring a steady
supply of oxygen in the
country. NCOC  has also
fmpustd to give week-
ong Eid-ul-Fitr holidays
from May 10 to May 16,
the proposal for which has
been sent to the Ministry
of Interior. The ministry
will make a decision and
then send its proposal 1o
the federal cabinet for the
final decision, NNI

wo S

F..-!I: and Pﬁce aﬂmi are

dures to prevent the
spread of Coronavirus in
the province.

The notifications had
been issued on the requi-
sition of Punjab and KP
governments and subse-
quent decision taken at
the meeting of Mational
Coordination Commattes
held last Friday.

The Army troops,
Rangers and Frontier

Corps secunty personnel
w‘i)l?’assist civilp:dminis-

tration and civil armed
forces in implementation
of COVID-19 SOPs par-
ticularly in big cities.

Meanwhile, on the
other hand, Pakistan’s
confirmed COVID-19
cases  have crossed
200,000 mark as the na-
tionwide tally of fatali-
ties has jumped to 17,187
on Monday,

According to the latest
figures by the National
Command and Operation
Center (NOODC) 4,825
persons tested positive
for COVID-19 in the
past 24 hours.

Punjab remains the
worst-hit province in
termis of deaths and cases
followed by Sindh and
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa.

Till now 7,990 individ-
uals have lost their lives
to the epidemic in Punjab
4,599 in Sindh, 3,134 in
KP, 665 in Islamabad,
462 in Azad Kashmir,
232 in Balochistan, and
105 in GB. NNI

patrolling in Karkhana Bazaar as Pak army is
deployed fo implemeni new resiricfions as a pre-
ventive measure against the spread of the Covid-
19 in city.
Govt did not take
timely steps to buy

vaccines in sufficient

quantity:

Shehbaz

Sharif

LAHORE: Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz
(PML-N) President and

position Leader in the
Mational Assembly She-
hbaz Sharif took to Twit-
ter on Monday to share a
solution to combat the
anFi:g;ing Covid-19.

€ experience over
the last year has shown
that the only way to over-
come the virus is o vac-
cinate as many people as
early as possible,” he
wrote on his official Twit-
ter handle.

He said it was criminal
negligence on the part of
the povernment that it
failed to accumulate
enough vaccine which be-
came the main cause of
the rapid spread of Covid
19 in the country. He said
the government should
devise step-by-step ad-
mnistrahy'e méasurcs,

“It 15 criminal that the
government did not take
timely steps to buy vac-
cines in sufficient quan-
tity, and the result 15 a
surge in infections.”

The PML-N leader
suggested that all parties
should devise an emer-
gency contingency plan to
avoid an India-like oxy-
gen crisis situation. He
said emphasis should be
put on adopting an effec-
tive strategy to fight coro-
navirus variants and their
lethal effects on the pop-
ulation.

Shehbaz touted his pre-

vious government’s poli-
cies regarding the elimi-
nation of the dengue
virus, adding that govem-
ment could smudy and
benefit from his dengue
control model to tackle
Covid 19 pandemic.

He said the government
should accelerate the vac-
cing rollout and it could
seek the private sector’s
help in this regard. He
cautioned that any reluc-
tant and lacklustre policy
vis-a-vis Covid elimina-
tion efforts would be a
huge mistake. He said the
only effective method to
eradicate this pandemic is
the inoculation of more
and more people.

He said the government
should keep in view the

nd realities and sta-
nstics while devising a
covid policy and it should
include all four provincial
governments, Arad Kash-
mir and Gilgit-Baltistan
governmenis in consulta-
e,

Shehbaz a led to
the people to observe the
S0Ps in order to stem this
pandemic from their
amidst. All public repre-
sentalives must apprise
people of the urgency of
adopting SOPs.

He demanded of the
government to make local
bodies more effective and
seek their help in this re-
gard. NNI

NCOC recommends week-long
Eid holiday amid surge in Covid

ISLAMABAD: In
view of the alarming
surge in COVID-19
cases during the third
wave of the pandemic
across the couniry, the
Mational Command and
Operation Centre
(NCOC) onm Monday
recommended a week-
long holiday for Eidul

Fitr.
Accordin o the
sources, the NCOC

also proposed a com-
plete ban on inter-city
public transport service
on the eve of Eid to
stem the spread of the
COronavirus,

The meeting also
suggesied the closure
of lourist spols across

Saudi Minister
for media in-
vites Fawad to
visit Saudi

Arabia

ISLAMABAD: Minister
for Information and Broad-
casling Chaudhary Fawad
Huszmn has called for en-
hanced cooperation be-
tween Pakistan and Sauwdi
Arabia in the fields of cul-
ture and media for bninging
people of the two nations
closer,

He was mlking 1o Saudi
Ambassador MWowafl Bin
Saced Al- Maliki, who
called on him in Islamabad
today (Monday).

In his leiter, the Saud:
Minisier siated on the oe-
casion of Holy Month of
Ramazan, he desired 1o in-
vile the minister W0 visil
Saudi Arabia and perform
Umrah and wisit the
Mosque of the Hol
Prophet (PBUH) in Mad-
ina ful Munawara,

Funther, he said the visit
would also provide both
sides the opportunity 1o
dizcuss ways and means
for strengthening of media

ration.

¢ Information Minis-
ter accepled the invilation
and said he would wvisit
Saudi Arabia soon. He said
that Pakistan and the King-
dom of Saedi Arabia en-
joyed deep fraternal ties
based on common faith,
culture, traditions and val-
wes and he would hike the
media dimension added (o
these ties.

During discussion with
the ambassador, the em-
phasis was laid on the me-
vival and implementation
of Memorandums of Un-
derstanding (MOLUs)
signed between the two
countries to strengthen cul-
tural cooperation.

Chau ¢ Fawad Hus-
&4in mm collabormtion
in the field of culture was
imperative 1o understand
cach other's values and
bring the brotherly people
of the two nations closer.

The Information Minis-
ter stressed enhanced coop-
eration in the Melds of
media and information.

cases

the couniry on Eidul
Fitr. However, the linal
decision will be taken
after consultation will
all the provinces, the
sources added.

The meeting sug-
gested to close all com-
mercial activilies,
except essential serv-
ices, for one week
across the country. The
NCOC meeting di-
rected the education
ministry to ensure the
implementation of
coronavirus-related

Standard  Operating
Procedures (SOPs)
while conducting

exams of Cambridge
students.
Earlier today, Direc-

tor-General Inter-Ser-
vices Public Relations
(DG ISPR)Y Major Gen-
¢ral Babar !ﬁiﬂhar had
confirmed the chIcr;-.r-
ment of Pakistan Army
troops in 16 cities of
the country o c¢nsure
compliance with the
Covid-19 standard op-
eralin procedures
(SOPs).

While addressing an
important press confer-
ence on the coron-
AVIIUS silualtion imn
Pakisian, the DG ISPR
had said that the army
had been deployed in
eities where the rate of
COFORAVIFUS POSILIVILY
had exceeded 16 per
cent. NNI

FAISALABAD: Army and Police Personnel ar-
rest the sh on the vielation of the Co-
rona SOPs af Kacheri Bazaar in presences of

ACT Ayub Bhukhari as Pak army is deployed o
implement new resirictions as a preventive

measure againsi the spread of the Covid-19 in

city.

Free, fair polls in AJK to boost
Kashmir liberation struggle:
Sardar Masood

MUZAFFARABAD:
The AJTE President Sardar
Masood Khan has ex-
pressed his resolve that
state government would
hold general elections in
fair and free manners (o
strengthen the democratic
struggle of Kashmiri peo-
ple for their nght to self-
determanation.

"We will hold free and
fair elections in Azad
Kashmir and these elec-
tions should be publicized
not only at the national
but international level, so
that the world should
knaw we believe i elec-
tions and we want to de-
cide our future through
the power of the vote b
parucipating in an UN-
sponsored plebiscite,” he
gsseried.

He expressed these
views during an interview
b Lomdon based web por-
tal here on Tuesday. The
President said that fair and
free elections in Azad
Jammu and Kashmir have
been conducted since
1970. These elections
have strengthened demo-
cratie instiutions. and
moted democratic values
in the liberated territory,
While contrary to .-’L!rl-{.
elections in Indian Occu-
pied Jammu and Kashmir
have never been held fair
and transparent and the

le demanding their
democralic nghts are
showered with bullets.

He said innocent people
in IOJK  are  killed,
wounded, maimed, and
disappeared simply be-
cause of their democratic
right to self-determina-
tion. The people in I0JK,
he regretted have been de-
prived of e¢ven those
rights which they had ¢n-
Joved even duning the dic-
iatorial Dogra rule while
in Azad Kashmir, the peo-
ple not only enjoy basic
civil liberties but also
have all human rights in
the democratic system,”
he added.

Sardar Masood Khan
siressed thal al preseni,
voices are rising in the
Eaﬂinm{.-ntﬁ of the UK,
‘urope, the United States,
and MNorth America as
well as the parliaments of
Far Eastern states in favor
of the democratic fights of
the Kashmin le.
Therefore, we direly need
10 lake advantage and mo-
bilize the world public
opinion about the Kash-
mir issue. "This job can
be well done bilhc Pak-
istani political leadership
particularly the E:lrl-ia-
mentary  leaders,” he
added.

The AJK president ap-

aled w the national po-
itical leadership of
Pakistan to rise above
their petty political differ-
ences, and join hands for
the importani nafional
cause of Kashmir,

Pakistani workforce
recruitment in Japan
underway: Zulfi Bukhari

ISLAMABAD: S5pe-
cial Assistant to the
Prime Minister (SAPM)
on Overscas Pakistanis
and Human Resource
Development  Sayed
Fulfikar Abbas Bukhari
said on Monday that the
country would soon start
sending its skilled work-
force to Japan under a
government-lo-govern-
ment Memorandum of
Understanding (Moll)
as a recruitment process
of many young workers
in final stages,

He revealed this while
addressing the signing
ceremony of a Memo-
randum of Cooperation
(MoC) hct\':";cpbn the
Owverscas  Employment
Corporation (OEC) and
Inter-SES.

The parinership was
meant to explore em-
ployment opportunities
for Pakistam manpower
in Japan by reaching out
to major Information
Technology (IT) compa-
nics,

The MoC was signed
by OEC Managing Di-
rector Kashif Moor and
Inter-SES Chief Execu-
tive Officer Zafar Mah-
mood i presence of
SAMP Zulfikar Bukhari
and Ambassador of
Japan to Pakistan Kuni-
nori Matsuda.

He said after signming
of this MoC, the Inter-
SES and OEC would
make joint cfforts to find
new and lucrative job
opportunities in Japan

for qualified youth of
Pakistan. Recruitment of
120 skilled workers,
who had been imparted
Japanese language by
the mimistry, was under-
way, he added.

The SAPM said the
chief aim of Mol was o
boost footprint of Pak-
istani  workforce in
Japan through extensive
marketing of the jobs'
demand, emanating
from Japanese compa-
nies, in Pakistan.

Unfortunately, both
the countrics were de-
void of linkages for
human resource in the
past, but now there was
a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding between the
two states for manpower
export, he added.

He said all-out efforts
would be made to ensure
presence of the Pakistani
diaspora in Japan at par
with the gulf countries
as it had immense poten-
tial to meet the growing
employment needs of
Pakistan.

“Since Japan s uﬂ
agin ulation an
“ﬁllieTtiding around
5,00,000 of workforce in
future, it is our priority
to fetch maximum guota
for Pakistan out of this,”
Zulfikar Bukhari main-
tained.

The SAPM said the
ministry’s prime focus
for export of manpower
to Japan was on IT sec-
tor as Pakistan had the
best block chain devel-

opers in the world. The
IT sector was not given
due attention in the past
which was *very unfor-
tunate®, he added.

He said the mimstry
was exploring new mar-
kets to create maximum
job opportunitics  for
Pakistani workforce in
other than gulf coun-
irtes, “We want to di-
gress as a couniry and
ministry and do not want
o be heavily Pﬂ-pulal:!:d
N ONe region.

Regarding the Japan-
¢s¢ ambassador as the
I:liaigﬁt supporier in
Pakistan-Japan relation-
ship, he extended his
gratitude to ambassador
for always being at fore-
front between this rela-
tionship and particularly
m Pakistani manpower
eX to Japan.

apanecse Ambassador
Kunmorn Matsuda said
as of today, above
30,000 Pakistanis were
living and working in
Japan. Pakistanis were
among the most con-
structive and law-abid-
ing members of socie
in Japan, he commented.

He said Japan had
high trust in capabilities
of Pakistani vouth, par-
ticularly mm IT sector.
“Spread good words
about Japan and Pak-
istan relations, particu-
larly in human
resource,” he remarked
while addressing to the
media, NN




