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Pakistani-Amer-
ican Salman
Ahmed joins Joe
Biden's foreign
policy team

United States President-
elect Joe Biden has named an-
other Pakistani-American in
his sdministration, The Wash-

ingion Post repored.

akistani-American
Salman Ahmed has been in-
ducted in Biden's foreign pol-
icy Leam as a director of
policy planning that the US
State Depariment

He has served as the head
of sirategic erning in Bar-
rack Obama's Maitional Secu-
nty Council. Prior to that, he
servied as the chiel of siaff of
the US Mission o the United
Wations and a senior policy
addvisor o the US Permanenl
Representative 1o the LN,

Ahmed 15 the Pakistan-
American to be a part of the
Biden adminisiration afber Al
Zaidi was appointed climate
pdvisor last month.

The Pakistani-American
holds & master’s degree in in-
ternational relations from the
Liniversity of Cambridge, and
a bachelor of science 10 eCo-
nomics from Mew York Uni-
versity's Stem School of
Business.

He served as a sentor fel-
low at the Camegie Endow-
mcnt fpr International Peace,
where he direcied research
and led a task force dedicated
to making US forcign policy
waork better for the middle
class. Ahmed has managed
complex international secu-
rity challenges on behall of
the White House, the LIS De.

ment of State, and the LN
or the past twenty-live years,

He also directly supponied
then secretary of stale John
Kerry's negotiations  with
Russia on Syria between 2013
and 2016 He was the ¢o-chair
of the International Ceaseling
Task Force in Geneva,

Before joining the US De-
pariment of State in 2009,
Ahmed served as a visiting
professor and reseanch scholar
at  Pronceton  Universiny's
Woodrow Wilson School of
Public and International Af-
fairs, where he taught gradu-
ate-level COTSES on

scekeeping and post-con-

il reconsineciion.

Gunmen assas-
sinate two Afghan
women judges in

Kabul ambush

Gunmen shol dead two

A women judges work-
ingghlﬁ the F.u;n:l%m Ciourt
during an early moming am-
bush i the country's capital
on Sunday, officials said, asa
wave of assassinations con-
timues 1o rattle the nation.

Violence has surged across
Afghanistan in recent months
despile ongoing peace talks
between the Taliban and gov-
emment — especially  in
Kabal, where a new trend of
targeted killings aimed at
high-profile i & has sowm
fiear in the restive city. The lat-
sl attack comes just bwo days
after the Pentagon announced
it had cul roop levels in
Afghanistan 10 2,500, the
Fewest in pearly two decades.

The attack on the judges
happened as they were driv-
ing to their office in a court
vehicle, said Ahmad Fahim
Qaweem, a spokesman for the
Supreme Court. “Unfortu-
nately, we have lost two
women judges in today's al-
tack. Their
wounded,” Caweem
AFP. There are mode than 2004
fermnale judges working for the
country’s  lop  court, the
spokesman added.

Kabul palice confirmad the
attack. Afghanistan's Supreme
Court was a target in Febru-

017 when a suicide
bomb ripped through a crowd
of court employees, killing at
least 20 and wounding 41,

In recent months, several
promanent Afghans — inchad-
ing politicians, joumalists, ac-
tivisis, doctors and
proseculors — have been as-
sassinated in often brasen
daytime attacks in Kabul and
other cities,
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Shibli Faraz asks Opposition to

MEMBER OF APNS & CPNE

WALAR

quit 'hiding behind rallies', submit

Faraz, addressing a press
conference in  Islamabad,
said that the PTI has tumed
in all the information sought
by the ECP peraining to the
party’s funding and now it is
ithe Opposition s turmn.

The miniﬁttrpfj;-llglk: aboud
Pakistan Democratic Move-
ment, the 11-pary Opposi-
tion alliance which is due o
slage a protest oulside the
Election Commission of
Pakistan on Janyary 19, and
said that it is 3 "sorry altempl
by them to atiempd (o repeat
a pack of lies 20 much that it
slans 1o seem like the truth®,

The Opposition has de-
manded that facts in the case
be made public by the Elec-
tion Commission of Pak-
istan. "The drama they have
staged, [it must be realised],
this is not abowut PTI, it s
about all of us. And we have
provided an authenticated,
notonised recond of all the in-
formation lrom our end.

"MNow it is their duty o
come tomorrow, instead of
the day after and tell the peo-
ple whether it s really us
who are thieves who have
provided all proof,” the min-
1ster said,

He said that afier the Op-
position parics” performance
over dhe last  two-three
maonths, the Pakistan Demo-
cratic Movement 15 "a thing
of the past®. "They must sub-
mit their record to the
scrulipy commiliee instead
of hiding behind rllies,”
said Faraz. "PTI has turmed in
40,000 entries’

The minister said that fol-
lowing  orders the
Supreme Court, the PT1 had
provided all the details of the
donnlions received by "party
workers and sympathisers”
durning the EI;I election

records
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to ECP

Islamabad:Minister for Information Shibli Faraz on Sunday asked the
Oppaosition pariies to quit "hiding behind rallies” and submit details ef
their funding fo the Election Commission of Pakistan's scrufiny commii-
fee.

L
He then proceeded to stale
that these entries ane 40,000
in number with names, ad-
dresses, telephone numbers,
1 card numbers — all no-
tonsed and authenticaied.

The minster said that all
transactions came “through
proper banking channels and
were deposited inte PTI's
bank accounts”®,

He said the detils are
available for reporiers o see
after the press conference.

Faraz noted that under the
orders of the Supreme Coun,
and as has been the practice,
after the election symbol is
given 1o & party, it is bound
to provide sccounts for the

[ 5 years.

Now il is the Opposition's
turn "We have done [our due
diligence] but now the mat-
ter has fallen 1o them (Oppo-

silion) o provide proof ol
their funding — PPP. PML-
M and hﬂulana Fazlur
Rehman — and the big ex-
penditures they make with
the help of vested interest
groups. "They do this so thal
when they come into power,
they can lacilitate these peo-
ple in every illegal task [...]
such az sending money
abroad or bringing money o
Pakisian, or money launder-
img [h | they never responded
to the scrutiny commitlee
about all this,” he said.
Faraz then read oul o pas-
sage from a letter by the ECP
in the case of Farrukh Habib
vi PML-N. "Though the
commitbes has tried its level
best o collect the relevant
record, the respondent party
was reluctant to subnl the
recard asked for by the com-
rittes from Gime o time and

the commutiee was con-
strained 1o adjoumn the pro-
ceedings for provision of
information as per the TORs
(terms of reference).”

He explained that the ECP
had asked the PML-N o pro-
vide the 1} card numbers
and other information of
people who had made doaa-
nions to the party. "Bul these

le are not handing over
anm;f'mﬁ:nmiian.‘ *mngir &p-
prnm:-h has always been that
instead of answering the
questions put 1o them, they
say "he 15 also a thiel’,” Faraz
gaid, The minister said that
the Oppasition partics ang all
"playing a ame  of
hypocrisy™, whether it is the
Peoples Party or the N-
League, or Maulana Fazlur
Rehman — “who belicvies
ithat & state withowt him 5 in=
complete™,
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Oxford-Astrazeneca’s

Covid-19 vaccine allowed
in Pakistan

KARACHI: The Drug Regu-
latory Authority of Pakistan
(DRAP) on Saturday gave
emergeney use authorzation
o Oxford-Astrazeneca’s
AZD1222 in Pakistan follow-
ing recommendations by a
six-member panel of healih
cxperis. A private firm has
been allowed 1o import the
COVID-19 wvaccine in the
oouniry.

*The Drug Regulatory Au-
thority ul‘ﬁ’nkimn (DRAF)
has given the emergency use
authorization 1o Oxfond=As-
trazeneca’s COVID-19 vac-
cing in Pakistan,” Special
Assistant to Prime Minister
on Health Dr. Faizal Sultan
todd The News on Saturday.
A panel of six leading healih
scientists of the couniry, in-
cluding three from the Aga
Khan Unmiversity {ARL) had
been constituted by the gov-
ecrnment of Pakistan o re-
view the data submitted by
different vaccine manulaciur-
ers and to decide which vae-
cine should be allowed o be
administered 1o the people,
koeping in view its safety and
Lﬁaﬁ during the trials,
The Sindh Medical Stores
(SMS5), a large importer of
the vaccines and medicines in
Pakistan, had applied for the
11 use authorization
for lﬁg .EEDLIEE VACCIRE,
joinly developed by the Ox-
ford University and As-
trazencca and submitted its
data as well a3 Emergency
Use Authorization given (o
by the European and other ins
ternational authorities,

The DREAP ofticials said, four
to five international firms in-
cluding three Chinese firms
had applicd for the emer-
geney use authorization of
their vaccines in Pakistan bt
based on the recommenda-
tions of thie cxpent 1, the
decided 1o gﬁ::: vfr}lzfm: A;:':
frascnocca, the cmergency use
authorization in the country.

l.'!'l'-'ll'l-.lf s §=
irazeneca s ASZDIZ222 vacg-
cine im  Pakistan in

emergencies was relatively
an casy decision for the ex-
pent panel as the vaccine al-

the EU and other leading

health organisations emer- |

gency use authornzation and
based on their recommenda-
tions, we also approved it for
emicrgency use in Pakisian,”
& lop official of the DRAP
todd The News.

He, however, made it clear
that DREAP's approval has
nothing to do with the avail-
ability of the vaccine in Pak-

istan, saying they were not |
imporier |

sure  when the
would be able o procure the

consignment of the vaccineg |

as several countries had al-
ready pre-purchased millions
of doses of this and other vac-
cines. “At the moment, gov-
ermmients are dealing with
each other to get COVID-19
vaccines so it 18 very unlikely

that private firms would be |2

able 1o get a handsome num-
ber of doses in the near fu-
ture, Howewer, it  was
mandatory o allow the im-
port of vaccines being de-
ployed across the world,” the
official added.

Responding to a query, he
saidpo currently the expen
panel was also looking al the
data of Chinese vaccine man-
ulacturers including
Sinopharm, Cansine whose
clinical trials are currently
underway and Russian vac-
cime Sputnik ¥, which has 1o
vel to formally apply in
DRAP for the vaccine regis-

lration OF CICTZCNCY Use au-
thorzation.

Corona vaccine due by March:

KARACHI: Responding
i the eriticism that Pakistan
still had not placed an order
for the coronavirus vaocine,
Federal Minister for Flan-
ning and Development Asad
1,.‘-:15:1: saturday said the vac-
cine would be made avail-
able by March.

He said this while address-
ing & joini press conference
with Sindh Chiell Minister
Murad Ali Shah, Federal In-
formation Technology Min-
ister Amin-ul-Hagque and
oiher minisicrs here.

"We have not lied to the
nflien aboul vaccine
curement,” Asad said, adding
that it {the vaccine) would
reach Pakistan by March.

Answening a question, he
said as for the Sindh govern-
ment’s  complaint  about
shorifall in the NFC s share,
the provincial government
and the Cenire had their own
anguments in this regard.

IIll’i":;;nmdl-n Chiel Minister Syed
Murad Al Shah said with co-
erdinated ¢fforts, the provin-
cial and federal governments
had started different projects
in Karschi, incheling remod-
eling of the main storm water
drains, water, drainage, road,
and f(ransport seciors in
Karachi.

“In the larger interest of

Asad

Karachi, sctting aside all our
political differences, all the
stakeholders, including the
FFF. PTI and MOM, have
chalked out plans w develop
K arachi into one of the beag-
tifisl and liveable cities of the
world,” Murad said.

He said they had planned
1o de-silt all the drains in the
city before the upcoming
bSO,

He said Karachi’s drains
were being remodeled, in-
cluding Lyari and Malir
rivers network and the three
major drains namely Mah-
moodabad, Gujjar  and
Orangt and thar feeder
drains. He said the federal
and provincial government
had committed to jointly un-
deriaking K-IV, sewage
treatment, road network,
Malir Expressway, Green
Line, Yellow Line, Orange
Ling and KCR and 10 com-
plete them in time on a prior-
ity basis,

Murad thanked the federal
government, the KMC, the
army, the NDMA, the FWO
and the Supreme Count for
pushing and guiding all the
stakeholders w expedine the
d-u:h:ln{lm:m wiorks.
Talking about Mahmood-
abad Mullah, the CM said it
had been underiaken as a

pilot project. He said the
MED University of Engi-
neering & Technology had
studied all the three major
drains of the city and pre-
remesdelin ANS.
Pa'ﬁl:: M o=ai E] 1 2-Toot
wide road along with foot-
paths would be constructed
on both sides of Mahmood-
abad drain.

"We tned o save maxis
marm number of houses con-
strucied alon the
cmbhankments,” ¢ sad,
adding that out of 238 house-
holdlencroachments, 205
were demalished while the
remaining 33 houses would
b cleared within a week,

The chicl minister said 10
different drains dis ef-
Muents into the 51 sguare km
drainage arca of Gujjar
Drainage network. Shah said
thie width of Gujar Mullah
started from 120 feel and
narrowed down to 35 Feet,
hence it would be remodeled
and lined according to the re-
quirement,

“Bui, we would try our
best 1o dismantle minimum
mumber of houses,” he waid.

Asad Umar said that the
residenis of Karachi looked
towards their elected repre-
senialives.

PTI govt lays foundation of south Punjab province
by establishing secretariat: FM Qureshi

MULDTAN: Forcign
Minister Makhdoom Shah
Mahmood Hussain Cureshi
said that Pakistan Tehreck
Insall govemment laid foun-
dation for establishment of
south Punjab province by in-
iroducing secretariat. While
addressing a ceremony here,
the Foreign Minister Shah
Mah Hussain Chereshi
stated that “Waseeh™ (local
region) would surely achieve
its recognition, “Whether we
live or not but no one could
ress the voice of the re-
ion™, Qureshi remarked. He
added that PTI believed in
strong federation. The estab-
lishment of South Punjab
province was inevitable for
stronger administrative con-
trol and delegation of powers
al gross root level.

He criticized the pasi
rulers and stated that the
could nof create south Punga
Provinee ofF eVen secrelarial
despite they had powers,
Qureshi  also  maintained,
being son of the soil, he
would continue 10 serve the
region. Shah  Mahmood
Quireshi observed that he had
convinced Prime Minister
Iiran Khan for establish-

ment  of south Punjab
VIOGE.,
r',I'l';'-u;'ur«:—.iim Minister

Makhdoom Shah Mahmaood
Hussain Cureshi stated Pak-
istan was playing responsible
role for peace process in
Afghanistan, He, however,
hinted that India was por-
forming role of spoiler in
Alghan peace process. India
was using Afghan soil

againsi Pakistan, FM stated
adding that Pakistan had
taken up the issue with
Afghan Administration.

he minister of forcign afl-
fairs also maniained that
stance of intemational com-

minity about Indian lllcgally
Oecupied Jammu and Kash-
mir {1IOJK ) had changed due

o efforts of the incumbent
ovemment. The Brilish par-
mmentanans made it clear
that IIOJK was an inferma-
tional dispute, Qureshi hinted
that if was success of Pak-
istan’s diplomatic approach.

Similarly, British parfin-
micntanans’ viewpoint is also
source of encouragensent for
the innocent Rashmins, I
also exposed the heinous
face of India

CPEC: First Gwadar project gets
power from national grid

ISLAMABAD: Under the China, Pakisfan

. t

Economic Corridor, iwo mega housing projecrs
have been connecied with the National grid.

Elecinicity  connections
have been approved and in-
stalled at CPICs prajects In-
ternational Port Ciy and
China Pak Golfl Estates in
Gwadar. These are the first
residential communities in
Cwadar's  privale  socior
where power connections
have been successfully in-
stalled and 15 being dubbed a
milestone in the develop-
ment of the city. CPIC a
leading international devel-
oper who are at the forefront
of real estate developmient in
Cwadar and promotion of
the city globally are the first
developer in the history of
the city to complete their so-
cieties and handover plois to
the buyers, Commenling on
the achievement Chief Engi-

noer Wagas Moarzzam said
that this 15 another great
milestone we have delivensd
in Gwadar by powenng up
our projects. “Now not only
is our internal infrastructure
complete but the projects ane
key ready for poople (o live
in. We have injected Billions
of rupees into Gwadar's
econony which can be seen
on the ground and in the
coming wyears as Cwadar
continues 1o develop CPICs
projecis will be the only
chokce for both local and in-
ternational fessionals
looking for higﬁ-:ualh}' liv-
ing within a sccure gated
community,” he added.
CPIC had completed de-
velopmient works on the first
two phases of their mega

project  Intermational  Port
City in 2019 with all internal
infrastructure works com-
plete, together with parks
and recreational facilities. A
show home is also currenily
being built on site. Further
Chiel Engincer Wagas
Moazzam continued that our
vision from day one which
has come from the top man-
pgement down is 1o develop
world class socicties that are
nod paly p red for bt will
augment | growth of
Ciwadar. "For the city 1o de-
velop to it's true potential
and atract leading local and
international  talent  high
quality integrated residential
comemuniiics within a securne
environment are essential”,

CPIC had launched two
major socictics in Gwadar
and the company have been
recognised as a leader and
pioncer in the city. The com-
pany won the Best Real Es-
Lale
award im 2018 at the Shen-
Zhen Intemational Property
Awards held in Shenzhen,
China and Best Intemational
Real Estate Developer of the
Year from the Governor of
Sindh, Chiel Enginger
Wagas Moazzam asseried
that when we stared these
projecis no  developer in
Ciwadar had commenced any
significant  development
works on their projects and
there were many obd.

Leaked Whatsapp chat exposed
Indian dirty face globally: Mushaal

ISLAMABAD: Mushaal
Husacin Mullick, the wile of
Chairman Jammu and Kash-
mir Liberation Front Yasin
Malik, has said that the
lcaked Whatsapp chat of
Arnab Goswami exposed the
dinty face Indian govemment
and its notorious Intelligence
Agency.

She stated this while
speaking at a prize disinbu-
ton ceremony after a match
of Kashmir Premier League
Cricket.

The Chairperson  Peace
and Culture Organization
said that India wanted to link
the indigenous movement of

Eazhmir with terrorism and
they failed in Pulwama as
well. She said that Amahb
Cioswami and Partho Das-
Egpﬂa. head of the Indian

oadcast  Audience Re-
starch Council"s WhatsApp
chat exposed the Indian gov-

ermnment’s nefarious -
ganda, as the Ill:adl:n
killed

Iniclligence Agency
own soldiers in Pulwama 1o
blame Pakistan in order 1o
give notorious Modi a politi-
cal advantage.

Mushaal said that the In-
dian government has im-
posed a ban on every kind of
gport in Indian occupicd

Govt

LAHORE: Chief Miniz-
ver of Punjab Sandar Usman
Buzdar on Sunday said that

overnment of Pakistan
chreck-e-Insaf (PTT) faces
no threat from opposition
parties and unnatural oppo-

faces no threat from opposition:
CM Buzdar

sition alliance is coming to
its end.

CM Punjab, in a siate-
ment, said that unfortu-
nately Pakistan Democratic
Movement (PDM) has neg-

lected natonal  interest:

hivasever, no one will be al-
lowed to disrupt develop-
ment of the country which
is being carried out under
the leadership of Prime
Minister Imran Khan.

He further said that peo-

ple voted for transparency
mstead of cormuption in
2008 elections, He also
claimed that government
complete its constitutional

term. W1

Save a life

Save Humanity
Sumalzai Trust
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Kashmir, The fascist Naren-
dra Modi regime in a system-
atic way kept the youth away
[rom sports as Indian army
even not et them gather in
the ground.

She also said that the In-
dizn brutal soldiers picked up
unarmed vouths from their
homes in the occupied valley
and the marl.:_,'rd-nm of a fa-
mous Kashmiri footballer is
the real example. The bar-

barism of the Indian Army |4
olficers could be judged from |

the fact that they are mar-

tyring the unarmed Kashmiri | Syste

vouth in licu of reward, she

revealed.

Pl 0 = 2 TR el OAAATROZ WA

I STmrvamg §own Sabaal Hosd Ooetis,

18

Monday
January
2021

VOL:18 No:18
Price Rs. 5:00

ready has been allowed by light

velopment of the Yiar |

Editor-in-Chief:
Dr.Naeem Sadiq
Editor:

Kaleem Sadiq

 Pulwama attack:i
| India had its sol-,
' diers killed, !
‘ blamed Pakistan:
JSLAMABAD: The ugly face

umibai have mtn-:
ioned the relationship in g3
charge sheef

pupplementary

=0 deios i IA e gulon
fo a ratings lam SCANH

tal hml':f’ :FE:? news

Eh:nn:ls in India, including

TV.

m‘nﬂ:mhgﬂumﬁ
on his behalf a1 multiple timesi
s e e e
, Just
the lic TV anchot
:ull[ndiulTHGﬂDEReg.l{
o o o e A
ewing data public rathes

e council just supplying
it to channels. i




2

Daily

Gwanari TIMES

Gwadar

| 18 January, 2021 |
Criminalising
Abuse

The road to criminalising domestic violence in
Pakistan has been a long one. It has included
much persuasion of more conservative parlia-
mentarians and convincing religious-political
arties that criminalising domestic violence
EH‘S not go against religious confines.
The country has now taken a big step towards
elimination of this social menace with the last
remaining province, which did not have an
anti-domestic violence law, also adopting leg-
islation criminalising it. The Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Assembly on Friday declared
the abuse of women by family members an of-
fence punishable with 1-5 vears imprisonment
along with a fine. Sindh was the first province
where the Domestic Violence (Prevention and
Protection) Act, 2013, was passed in 2013. In
Balochistan, the assembly had passed The
Balochistan Domestic Violence (Prevention
and Protection) Act, 2014, in 2014, In Punjab,
the Punjab Protection of Women against Vio-
lence Act, 2016, was famously made law in
February 2016. The only territory now left
without protections against domestic violence
is Islamabad, where the government has
tabled similar laws this year but they have yet
to be passed by the parliament.
This has not been easy—ithe bill was InnF de-
layed due to opposition from some political
parties, particularly the Muttahida Majlis-i-
Amal (MMA), which had expressed reserva-
tions about certain provisions.
While this is a good step, it must be noted that
the passed law is less progressive than the pro-
pmgd drafts and l'rumpil:s counterparts in I.'l!'l]]'lﬂf
provinces. There are several legal ambigui-
ties—for example, domestic violence does not
have an expansive definition. The definition of
an aggrieved person s also limited—unlike its
counterparts in Sindh and Balochistan, the KP
law only uses the word “victim™, that too only
to include women, not men or other genders.
Perhaps most critically, the law does not cover
protections for children, due to controversy
over the definition of child, with some mem-
bers objecting to persons under eighteen years
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Broadsheetgate

Abbas Nasir

OM one of his trips
Karachi towards the middle
of 2000, Pakisian's “chicl ex-
ccutive” and army chiel Gen
Pervez Mushamral agreed to
a meeting requestied by one
the country’s most prominent
business ligures known for
his services, and close tics, o
the military (op brass,

The meeting, in the VVIP
lounge of Karachi Airport,
just before Gen Musharmrafl
wis 1o take off on his retum
Might by & special aircrafl 1o
Flawalﬁrndi, had a one-point
agenda. The business IiE.clrr:
asked for the general’s help

as he was being “unfairly
hounded’ by NAH.
MAB, or the National Ac-

countability Burcau, was sct
up soon after Musharral™s

ber 1999 coup with the
avowed task of rooling out
cormupdion in the couniry and
the repatriation of *looted’
national wealth in cases
where it hnd been aken

a .

Li-Gien Syed Mohammad
Amjad had n named the
first MAB chairman. He be-
longed to a rare breed of of-
ficers. Very rare in recent
decades. His colleagucs and
juniors talk of a man com-
mitted to principles and con-
temptuously divorced from
any material considerations.

Even as a general, when
rules allow the personal use
of the safl car, Lt-Gen
Amjad would visit friends in
his personal, rnickety old
Susuki Swift without the
usual fanfare. He betrayed
none of the proclivities many
of his colleagues and sucoes-
2073 in the military and MAB
show/would show,

The competence that has
underlined NAB and its ac-
tions has cost us deardy now
and even in 2008,

This was the profile of the
man Gen Musharrall would
mecd 1o 1alk o in order get
MNAB to lay off the scem-
ingly servile billionaire, who
was said o have had his
share of skeletons in the cup-
board. Musharral’ 10dd him
‘ned 0wy, shook hands,
boarded his plane and took
off. One account, which
could not be verfied inde-
pendently, s Gien

WS .

Given whal the oflicers
who served alongside Amjad
on his various ings =ay
about him, il mﬁl be
surprising if Musharraf™s in-
tervention prompled his de-
cision. It would not fit into
his scheme of things to ‘go
easy’ on someone he conssd-
ered unclean,

This was the upside. The
dowmnside was that the "assel
recovery a ment” NAB
concluded with Broadsheet
ofthe Isle of Man, reporiedly
without getting it vetted by
ihe law ministry, afier the
chairman was satisfied it
would delivier and Musharmaf
agresd, had lacunae.

This was at the centre of
the Broadsheet award of
some $21 million plus legal
exXpenses, infergsis, eic, an-
mounced by the London
Court of Iniemational Arbi-
iration where the firm, which
i% in liquidation, ook NAB
and the govemment of Pak-
islan o claim more than half
a billion dollars.

Pakistan moved the high
court for a *quantum reduc-
ton® bul lost the case and
Broadsheet liguidator then
went into the “enforcement’
mode and some 528m were
laken out of the Pakistan
High Commission account,
which, expents say, docs not
constitute the final senle-
ment. The issue needs o be
seitled quickly because the
outstanding amount of the
award will incur hundreds of
thousands of pounds in inter-
¢sl payments in a matier of
months, The compelence
ihat has underlined NAB and
its actions has cost us dearly
now and even in 2008 when
ithe w Broadshect, ie one
rc-gmrﬁ by Jerry James in
Denver, Colorado, was paid
£1.5m by the legal expert
representing NAB without
ascertaining the antecedents
of the beneficiary, James had
sold the original Broadsheet,
Islz of Man, afier financial
problems. Any possibility of
retricving that payment died
with James's suicide in Paris.

Bizarrely, the TRt
NAB concluded with Broad-
sheet in 2000 and rescinded
in 2003, apparently withowt

was rescinded in 2003, The
only plausible explanation
would be thai, by then,
Nawaz Sharif and family
were out of the picture and in
exile. Alsa, the 2002 elec-
tions had been held and, de-
spite his secuntly services
machinations, Musharrafs
surrogate party fell short of &
majority.

15 forced Musharmaf (o
compromise on accouniabil-
ity a5 he moved (o secure a
change in the loyalies of
some “cormupl’ PPP politi-
cians who formed ihe "PPP
Patriots” and supported his
candidate fior prime minister.
I shor, M s politi-
¢al ambitions spelt an end 10
any movie against *plunder-
ers of the national wealth',

Even il there were other
reasons for the agreement
rescission, it was handled
with such incompetence that
it has cost the country deary.
Bui having read a better wril-
ten by the lawyers of Broad-
sheet LLC {in liguidation) to
the lawyers of NAB and the
‘Islamic Republic of Pak-
istan’ one gels the impres-
s106 thal INCOMPELENSE 15 NoL
our sole domain, if that
makes you feel any better,

This iz a letter dated
March 21, 2019, but refiers to
cvenls  su io have
ftaken place in the “late sum-
et of 2009 and “late 2019°,
It also suggesis that Imran
Khan was prime minisier in
July 20018 when he was not,

iz letter, the contents of
which were itmted
Kaveh Muus;ﬁ'i. Hi‘ﬁ
sheet CEOQ before it went
into liquidation, in several
TV interviews aired or ac-
cessible in Pakistan, and il
chronological — anomalies
were niol raised by any of the
anchors inlerviewing Mr
Moussavi,

It is clear Mr Moussavi is
irving hard o get another

ment wilh Pakistan, He
can’t be faulted for pushing
things in his interest. His de-
mand, that the detailed
juds::mml of UK judge Sir
Anthony Evans is published
by the Pakisian government,
15 ong with merni.

It can potentially demon-
sirate why a process of ac-

Musharmal conacted Li-Gen  having a keen legal eve go  countability, which was
of age included under child. Amjed as he was in the owver the wording, is costing  supposed to retum allegedly
Despite the reservations, it is still a welcome | lounge and asked him to *go  Pakistan millions of dollars  looted wealth 1o the national
it itap fomards knpreviag the Rvid of diedd§ 150 SR O e . e Wk okl Gechaiinsae o milte
vantaged groups in the country. It is ho the sty connection betwees this  wealth, ft mky also show the way Lo
law will be improved through amendments | ;.4 Amjad's exit from MAB, It s still nod in the public  avoad such embarmassing set-
over time, but o few months later he  domain why the agreement  backs in future. Dawn.,
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The vaccine rollout Digital finance

Eve Ottenberg Anum Malkani

Y ; A ACCORDING to  the Raast stem from *interoper-

At the rate we're vacei-  CounterPunch: “We that the vaccinalion effort " paac oy ]
natng against Covid in the 1o get over 170 million ;iu “has fallen on state health “ﬂzﬂﬂﬁiﬁsﬂﬁﬂ :tik;}rnﬁ: o ‘ﬂhﬁﬁ.-ﬂ;
US, it will take 10 years for  shotsin Eopd:‘:; AFTNS EVE departments,” These under- per i ;. e ) hany Laily I .F
the entire population to re-  year, without any heroic ef-  funded bodies, deliberately | SCOUN WITA S TEAOEIS sl e e B OUT CRLLY VS, ToF
E!."l'l-r. shots. Eécgjjuﬂl%r this, ET; the wrmml!rnngl emaciated nu:d}lnmlihn'ul ;;:_:E _mﬂm'?ngl:m“ m:éilsnl:;ﬂnl::nc;?l ::;
on January 12, the Trump military” ata rate of 1.5  economy, already stagger 1 : R g
F _ i securely, accessing compil ‘ahoo users; Ufone users can

regime announced that it million per day over four under the gigantic burden of | o0 "1o0n s 0 smooth con-  make calls to Jazz and Te-

would expand vaccination,
regardless of whether sec-
ond doses are available,
Biden had earlier said be
would do this too. The rea-
sons for this scientifically
questionable move are de-
batable. Much of the vac-
cine on hand has not been
injected into people’s arms,
The problem isn't just ex-
panding the pool of people
o be vaccinated. It's giving
shots with the vaccines that
we do have, And that takes
money. For anyvone who
thought this was going to be
a snap, all I can say 15 that
was the miumph of hope
over experience, and we got
our experience with Covid
testing. The Trump regime
thoroughly flubbed that. e
was catastrophic and heav-
ily contributed to the nearly
450,“[“] Amencans dead
from this pandemic and the
over 22 million infected. So
now think the same of-
ficials (some implicated in
fascist insurrection) who
brought us that calamity are

ing to vaccinate us with
ﬁ!l.::palch? The Trump
regimie already proved it's
the modem-day keystone
cops. Now it just made the
SAIN p:l-]l'l‘t — Agarn.

After 2.1 mullion Amieri-
cans got a first injection,
“more than 9.3 million
doses lay waiting to be shot
into Amencan ams,” wWrols
Brian Kahn in earther last
meonth, *“The sdministration
promised to vaccinate 20
million Americans by the
end of December.” Surprise!
They didn’t, Nowhere close,
Why not? Well, for one ob-
YiDUS reason — 5
has to pay for vaccine deliv-
ery. That somebody is the
states. But  the Trump
regime and the Scrooges in
the GOP object on pnnciple
o giving money to the states
- gvidently even for vacei-
nations. You never kmow
how those profligate gover-
nors might squander Ig:;l:rll
funds...they might even,
um, vaccinate lods -:fge»:--
ple! Then where would we
b’

So the Trump regime was
determined to fumble the
vaccinge rollout. As Dean
Baker wrote recently in

T

months. E;'c:ru can se¢ where
Baker was going with this
comparison - and it wasn't
flattering to Trump. On the
other hand, some argue that
states cannot just lean on flu
vaceine  distribution  sys-
tems, because the covid vac-
cine 15 something new with
different requirements, But
non has been lack-
ngﬁ!ﬂ:ﬂ' the least, IF the
Trump regime  really
planned to burden the states
with this, mopey should
have been allocated, months
ngu._ﬁﬂdf;thus could have
wvaccing delivery systems up
and running. But that’s not
how magical thinking works
in Trump's white house,
Somehow the logistics are
expected 1o sort themselves
oul, When they don't, and f
this catastrophe - eclipsed
recently by Trump's storm
ransacking the
Capitol = comes into focus,
E:}u can be sure Trump will
lame the govemnors, il he
CVEN Cares Iuﬂqitmnﬂ
any attention, which appears
doubtful. What are some of
the manifold ways this been
bungled? Well, on Decem-
ber 31, the Washington Post
ran a story headlined "Vac-
cination 15 going slowly be-
cause nobody is in charge.™
Sound familiar? Ring a
bell? Maybe a president
whose mantra has been, “1
take no responsibility.” Ora
leaderless testing roltout. Or
the nation’s govemors, early
on in the pandemic, desper-
ately and fruitlessly begging

Trump for ip.
Ironies abound here, This
has been a presidency with
more powers than ever -
even had an Attomey
Gieneral devoted to the con-
copd of the unitary executive
and to conceniraling as
much power in that execu-
tive’s hands as possible,
Congress passed bills, de-
fense and Patriot Act bills
enhancin the unitary
despot’s power. But what do
you do when your unifary
despot is out-to-lunch? Or
worse, insane T Or busy plot-
ting a coup? Then the whole
system implodes and, in a
crisis, nothing gets done, if

you're lucky.

The Post article reports

pandemic response, as the
Post observes. And who
oversees these beleaguered
health departments? The

blic health officials who

ve received death threats
from  Trump-supporting
pandemic deniers. Add o
the mix the GOP's and
Trump's aversion to givin
states any funds and voila!
Mot ¢ h vaccinations,
the whole system is a hash,
ng one's in charge, and no
one can figure out how fo
make it work.

Waiting in the wings,
Biden made clear pandemic
damage control will no
loniger be leaderless. Unfor-
tunately, his first move,
doubtless urged on him by

VEITIONs, B8 5C0-
entifically ble, It's the
same move Trump has just
embraced. Biden announced
he will distribute all the vac-
cing on hand, s0 many mone
people
shots. This, at a fime, when
lots of states can’t even
seem to use up the vaccine
they do have, because many
first responders apparently
don't want it and because
logistics and funds are want-
ing. As for the second shot —
that’s a little dicey. What if
people don't get it for weeks
or months after they're sup-
posed 107 This is a real dan-
ger. And w's why Dr
Anthony Fauci is against
thiz, Indeed, as far as [ can
tell, this was a policy onigi-
nally cooked up by some
idiot politicians in the UK.
And we've seen what a

ctacularly bumbling dis-
play of pandemic manage-
ment the UK has provided,

S0 now Biden's team
must scramble to ce
millions of second for
half-vaccinated people. IF
they don't get those second
shots, then what? Scientifi-
cally that will land us in
tema in ita = not where
you want tens of millions of
people to be. 1 understand
that govemors are desperate
and that hundreds of their
citizens die every day, It's
¥5u clear that Team

rump’s criminal incompe-
tence, which rises (o the
level of malice, got us into
this mess. The News..

get  preliminary pay

sumplion or purchase assels,
availing insurance 10 weather
financial shocks, sending
money 1o relatives with min-
imal fees, making and receiv-
ing payments quickly and
nEFcnh.gly —_ i's-qll'lv:n."-n-s-ingl.}'
recognised as & basic need in
a modem eeonomy,

For the poor, financial in-
clusiton can baild resilience,
provide a safety net, and
make daily financial transac-
tions more convenient. For a
daily wager, for example,
sacrificing a day o visil a
BISP centre or to pay wlility
bills may mcan a significant
boss inw, . The majority
of Pakistanis lack access to
payments services thal would
allow them to conduct such
transactions efficiendly and at
a low cost.

This is where many hope
Raast will make a difference.
Prior to Raast, Pakistan's
nyenis infrastruchene cons
siituted PRISM (for large
value transfers) and 1Link
{owned by a consortium of
private-sector financial insti-
tutions (o enable connectivity
between them). MNeither of
these catered 1o the daily
Lransactions -nrdim?;cit'r.n:ns
make, For example, using
IBFT to send to a rel-
ative through a bank account
can ¢cosl as much as Rsl50
per transaction (the Siate
Bank has temporarily ccased
these charges duning the pan-
demic), For many, this is un-
affordable and renders small
transactions (such as sending
a small sum of Rs300) unten-
able.

Raast offers opportunilics
for inclusion, bul is not with=
out nisk.

While such problems have
been solved piecemeal (for
example, through mobile
money providers), a single
unifyi nis  infra=
slmglu“f: 1.||.'I::!'i!L enable spoedy
delivery of new use cases —
facilitating different types of
transactions — and entry of
new international and local
financial services providers
into the Pakistani market as
barricrs 1o eniry are lowered
— new entranis can now link
up to an existing, low-cost
payments infrastructure,

In wechnical terms, the ben-
ehts of a system such as

lenor users, This ability of
different service providers 1o
enable iransactions with cach
other greatly increases con-
venienoe and uptake.

Interoperability works
similady in the linancial see-
tor, IF there is o sysiem in
place where cusiomers of a
particular bank can not only
Iransact with other commer-
cial banks, but also with tele-
coms, microfinance banks
and fintech star-ups, that ¢n-
hances the value proposition,
and also levels the playin
ficld by breaking network

5.

While Raast is an impor-
tant ¢nabler, there are other
critical picces of the puzzle
that the Siale Bank would
have 1o carefully design,
These include VEernance
arrangements an CCOmOmic
decisions that must incen-
tivise providers to paici-
pate, innovale and cater (o
ihe underserved.

In the age of big daia ana-

lytics, there is a downside (o by

the increasing digitisation of
financial services. The finan-
cial sector uses increasing
amounts of data o assess
customers and determine
their viability, A common but
alarming example is the use
of - data in credit
score asscssments or health
insurance. While using inno-
valive data sources — in-
cluding social media conient,
broweser history, location data
— allows for the inclusion of
customers who may have tra-
ditionally been  excluded
from the banking system and
hence lack a digital and -
nancial footprint, it also in-
creasingly encroaches upon
their personal lives. Coupled
with opaque algorithms, the
new ion of digital fi-
nancial services may Aol
only violate customer pri-
vacy, but also introduce new
formis of discrimination and
cxclusion.

As Pakistan strengthens it
digital financial infrastruc-
ture, infroducing data protec-
tion  legislation in
comsuliation with indusiry as
well as human rights groups
and consumers — is becom-
ing ever mone critical, Con-
sumers must be empowered,
Dawn..
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QUE MARKET RESEARCH SHOWS THAT

TOPEY'S CONSUMERS RESPOND TO "AUTHENTICITY®,
SO WE'VE CMANGED OVE SI0GAN TO REFLECT THAT,

Equitable decisions
Basil Nabi Malik

MORALITY and the law
have never boon more

closely linked than when it
comes 1o the question of
whether the ends jusiify the

means, This is cspecially
rue when analysing the Pak-
istani judiciary’s decision-
making fundamentals.
Typically, in making any

decision, a jud pples
with not mfy :E: Eg‘nl: a%e
pects of the matier, but also
with ¢nsuring that legal in-
terpretations vield equitable
results. For certain judges, an
uqluil;lhl-: end is imperative.
Although processes are use-
ful o5 o reach swech a cone
clusion, the judge might
vicw these as possible ime-
pedimenis Lo su TV jus-
tice, and as such, these are
used to justify a desirable
end as to allowing
them to determine the out-
come themselves,

For others, the proocss is
of overriding imporiance,
and even if the process re-
sults in a lawful, but less
than desirable result, that s
the price for a non-arbitrary
decision-making  mecha-
nism. In essence, the judge
relies on  procedure and

rocess Lo insulate his or her

these two worldviews is real
and polansing. Written
Judgemients signed over the

decades  showeate  these
varying approaches, with
proce ven verdicis ar-

guably locusing more on
procedural elements of the
law, and end-specific judge-
mcnils EIJIIEEH'FIJ.‘IJII,E on i
equities of the decision itself.
What determines which
a hof a judge?
periinenl queslions re-
late to: what dln;tﬁ'mim:_.-;
which approach of a judge?
Do all judges have a one-di-
mensional approach that is
applied 1o all suations? Or

do their approaches cvolve
and adapt to the circum-
stances? In answering these
questions, two faclons seem
to be constants in determin-
ing which approach is
adopled & judge when
mnrmn[c?hy éuuglinm of
constitutionality and public
interest — firstly, populist
sentiment, and secondly, the
power dynamics of the es-
tablishment and stakcholders
vis-d-vis popular sentiment.
ing the former,

popular sentiments of the
ulation may figure sig-
ﬁmml}r in dccisfmm -
ing al any particular time.
This is not to say that the ju-
diciary renders its decisions
merely on the touchstone of
populist rhetoric and devoid
of any legal reasoning, bul
that such sentiments do hold
sway in delermining what an
equitable ¢nd may be, and
coincidently, may also gar-
ner greater legitimacy for the
Judiciary. In relation to the
latter, a1 no point does it
seem that popular sentiment
is solely at play in determin-
ing what may be an appro-
Laie roach. Power
E;:nmin:':?rflhc cormidors of
power vis-d-vis popular sen-
timent are also seen to have
a role in defermining where
8 justifiable end may lie and
whether any decision shall
result in more legitimacy for
the judiciary. In &ssence,
where the influence of the
formal and informal power
structures is far more over-
whelming than the intensity
of populist sentiment, equi-
table ends tend to gravitate
tow decisions  instilu-
tionalising a sense of stabil-
ity in atherwise umuliuous
times. Such considerations
tend 1o augment existing
power structures be the status
quo. All in all, the “equitable
result” is hostage to the over-
all circumstances in which
the judgement or decision is

rendered. On account of the
ever-changing naturce of such
influence over the decades,
one can see radically differ-
enl decisions being rendered
at different imes in our his-

1y,

m:tht is perhaps why the
Supreme Court can in one
breath validate martial laws
as revolulionany acts, whilst
later on denounce the same
as unconstitutional and trea-
sonous, It may also explain
why, despite the illegality of
the IW'E Brua‘.ﬂ!:::gaﬂhulm
government dissolution, the
government  wis nol  re-
stored, whilst in dealing with
the 1993 Mawae Sharil gov-
crmmenl Ed[sﬁuluiinn. the
Supreme Court not only held
it to be illegal, but also re-
stored Mr il"s govern-
menl.

It also explains why the
Supreme Court, despite hav-
ing a clear aversion o mili-
in courts  im  carlier
Judgements, stepped in and
sanctified them in a decision
rendered afler the horren-
dous APS tragedy. It also
may help us put into a theo-
retical framework the per-
ceived dissimilarity of
response in relation 10 the
reference against the former
chiel  justice  Iiikhar
Chaudbry, and the presemt
seruting of Justice Crazi Facz
Isa, On account of this link
and the tension among pub-
lic sentiment, the prevailing
power structunes and the
overall circumstances, the
decisions of the judici
pear o adapt an‘d cu';ll'.?lt :f:h
cording to the existing
situation. Being intrinsically
linked, @t appears that in
order o creale greater con-
sistency in the decision-mak-
ing process of the judicial
sel-up, it is also neces
that greater stability and bal-
ance be maintained in the
overall power structures of
the country, Dawn..

Religious harmony in Pakistan

Hafiz Muhammad Takir Mahmood Ashrafi

Our dear homeland Pak-
1slan is the most | riani
country in the Islamic world
and the first nuclear power in
the Muslim world.

For the last four decades,
Pakistan has been facing
multiple challenges and its
adversanics have been trying
o portray il as o weak state
that relies on others for its
survival, Indeed for a long
time, Pakistan has been the
vietim of terronsm and see-
iarian violemoe, but that is
now history. Whatever con-

iracy is peddled against
ﬁhin.m. b reality is that it
has successlully defeated ter-
PO

Though Pakisian is now
M pereent out of the terror-
ism mess, international ter-
rorist groups in Afghankstan
are siill conspiring to larget
Pakistan, These terrorist ors
ganisations have been con-
spiring against Pakisian with
Indian suppori. There are
currenily being reorganised
India but Pakistan's secu-
nly agencies ane constanily
thwarting their conspiracics.

The present government
has a clear policy from day
one to cradicate the menace
of extremism and lermorism
from Pakistan and make it a
peacelul, stable and tolerant
couniry. Anli-polio immuni-
satipn dnve achieves ils W%
target It would not be wrong
1o say that the official status
of Madans education has
been Tormally recognised
afler sevenly vears. In the
Eﬂ. the of Madaris

ucational Boards were
recognised only as honorary
ﬁcg}cc.ﬂ“ﬁmd wene considered
equivalent o MA Islamic
Studics or MA in Arabic, that
oo by & few government de-
pariments. Many simply did
nol recognise them. How-
ever, as a result of continu-
ous negotiations with state
offcials, oot only has the
registration issue of seminar-
ies been soried out, it was
also decided that along with
the religious education
Madaris will alse impan
conventional 100 up 15
Intermediate, 1t was alss de-
cided that the government
would mot interfere in the af-
fairs of ihe seminares and

their curmeulum wnnecessar-

ily.

“The Prime Minister of the
Islamic Republic of Pak-
istan, Imran Khan, has ap-

inted me as the Special

epresentative for Religious
Harmony and the Middle
East, | have been assigned a
special duty to ¢ and
strengthen religious harmony
and begin an interfaith dia-
logue with key stakeholders,
i dispel misconceplions re-
lated {:IPalistm and Iskam,
Alhamdalillah, Pakistan is
today onc of the safest coun-
tries for minonties, Look a
Indin where minosities are in
5\: tual danger. More than

L0 churches, hundreds of

urdwaras and ues

ve been fargeled. Mas-
sacres of minorties and
loreed conversions have be-
cOmMe a rouline maler in
India. Also what is happen-
ing o Muslims in Europe,
the United States, and the
Unmited Kingdom under the
guise of Islamophobia is no
secred. Shibli Faraz replics 1o
allegations against I in
forcign funding case With
the praise of Allah, prodec-
tion of the rights of minori-
tics in all walks of life
sccording 1o the Constitulion
of Pakistan is being ensured
in ¢very possible way, Dur-
ing the last three months, is-
sucs of forced conversion,
forced marriage and blas-
phemy have been closely
wilched, and in case of any
complaint, the matter was re-
solved immediately, In this
regard, | can responsibly =
Ilugli Pakistan hT: 1] n{nju};
issuc related to the rights of
minorities. Most of what we
hear 15 propaganda. Never-
theless, we stll are vigilam
and ready to solve the prob-
lem. How the Ulema-¢-lslam
and the "k hatam-c-Nabowait
Lawyers Forum® reacted to
the false accusation of blas-
phemy against six Chnstian
workers in Lahore was a siep
in the right direction. The re-
ligious scholars and the
ers have also agreed that
mr: event of misuse of the
blasphemy law, not only will
the attempl be s d but
sction will also taken
againsi the perpetralor.

Ell:-nph: outbreak of the

corona pandemic, Christians

were provided full security
duning their festivity days,
especially on Christmas, A
function was also held in the
Presidency 1o send a clear
message thal the profection
of the rights of all Pakistanis,
as enshnned in the Constine-
tion, i5 the responsibility of
the state. Those who atiacked
the Hindu temple in Karak
had been arrested. Mot a sin-
gle voice from across the
country was raised in their
FL while the religious
scholars have demanded full
pelion against the perpetra-
tors. Pnﬁe Minimrﬁmn
Khan had 1aken a personal
interest in the arrest of the
accused involved in the
Karak incident. Similarly,
the Chiel Justice of Pakistan
also ordered the Temple
without delay. All these ac-
tions show that the state is
sgriously  protecting  the
rights of minorities, As the
Special R ntative of the
Prime Minister of the Islamis
Republic of Pakistan, myv of-
fee iz working round the
clock to address the griev-
ances of Muslims and non-
Muslims alike. Progress 15
being made to establish in-
terrcligious and interfaith
harmony councils at the
umion level to resolve issues
ot the local level. We are also
working to bring an ¢nd o
the culture of hate speech
and writings. Although the
Muttahida Ulema Board
Punjab has been working on
it for & long time, with the
coordinated effort of con-
cemed  depariments,  the
irend shall now be spread
aeross Lhe country.

Pakistan  congraiulaies
Mepalese climbers on first
winter K2 ascent

This article will not be
complete without mention-
ing the confinuous persecu-
tion of Hazara community
members in Machh,
Balochisian, They have been
the victims of terrorism for a
long time and the role of
anti-Pakisian forces is clear
in these instances. India is
supporting 1515 and Pak-
istan’s banned organisalions
in Afghanistan. ISIS has
claimed responsibility for
fErrorism in achh,
Balochistan. The Nation..
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I want to be like legendary batsman

Mohammad Yousuf, says Salman Ali
Agha

KARACHI:  Middle-
order batsman Salman Ali
Agha has recently shared
that he wants to emulate
legendary  batsman Mo-
hammad Yousuf. g

"Mohammad Yousuf s
my role model and 1 want
to emulate him,” said the
aspiring batsman.

¢ 27-years-old was
named in the 20-man squad
after a remarkable perform-
ance during the Quaid-e-
Azam Trophy where he
scored 941 runs, smashing
two centuries and six h.l.'ltb
CenIUries.

Sharing that even being
shortlisted among the -
hal 20 players was let alone
a huge accomplishment for
him, Agha said: *1 am in
20 r:h;:rtu.'nndfmm lﬂgtmlllnm
people and even being in
20 15 a big honour for me.
Of course, ['ve set my cves
on making my debut in the
UPCOmIng series and if | get
a chance, I will iry to con-

e Iy LT,
"Unbelievable moment’
i-':t:caﬂl the moment

when he first heard about

his maullfn call to the Pak-
istan 5q1u-|:|., Agha said that
it was unbn:huab]-: for
htrn

“I was told by a fellow
ericketer that [ am included
and | thought he was jok-
img, then [ saw it on TV, |
couldn’t believe thal as

! Was s0 excil
am still ﬁ:-u:lmg the 1.:(-:“::-
ment of being included in
the P.uknt.un squad for the
series,” he remembered.

The Lahore landars
player stated that he wanis
o pursue a carcer as a bat-
ting all-rounder and will
contribute with the ball
whenever needed for the

lcam.
“I'll keep working on my

bowling along with my bat-
ting and [ belweve that [ can
be effective with the ball
o, | would love to play as
a batting all-rounder for the
team and contribute to the
team’s ambitions fo win”
he concluded.

‘Rewards important for
performances™Il 15 impor-
tant for a player to be re-
warded for his
performances i the do-
mestic  tournament.  The
w.a.],' ‘\.-EIEC'EI"\ have in-

ormers 0 the
u.um wzlrtsurcljr encourge
:plu.i. ers who are performing
well in the domestic tour-
naments,” he appreciated.

The player added that he
would like to have the op-
poriunity to leam some-
thing from the batting
master Yousuf.

“I like his cover drives
and want to play like him,”
saul the muddle-order bats-
man., The Mews.,

Pak vs SA: 'Emotional moment' for Aleem Dar to
officiate first Test in Pakistan

LAHORE: The upcoming
Pakistan's senes  againsi
South Africa will be a spe-
cial moment for Aleem Dar
as he will be officialing a
Test for the first ime in his
home country,

The PCB on Saturday re-
leased the details of the um-
pires that will officiate the
series against South Adrica
confirming that Aleem Dar
mll I:u: there.

uoted by the PCH,
m:lm-nw edged that it will be
&n “emolicnal momeni™ for
him.

"It has been nearly & 17-
yiear and 132-Test wait, but
its about 1o be over. Like the
playvers, the maich officials
also wanl o umpire in
maiches on home ground,
someihing we achieve in
white-ball cncket, but Test
ernckel remains the panacle
format and 1 am delighted

that | will be standing in the
two Tests between two ex-
cellent sides,™ sand Dar,

Apart from Dar, on-ficld
umpire Ahsan Raza and
maich referee Mohammad
Javed Malik will also make
thizir Test debuts.

The press relesse smd tha
the board confirmed the
match officials’ appoint-
menis on behalf of the Inter-
national Cricket Council for
the two-match series be-

a7 eiN

tween Pakistan and South
Africa, which stans in
Karachi on 26 January.

The PCB said that Asif
Yagoob and REashid Risz will
b the third and fourth um-
pires, while Javed Malik will
head the plaving conirol
team for both :; %4.:1.15

"As per the 1CC's infenim
plaving regulations, the re-

quircment to appoint third
L'DIJI11I}' nj‘t‘.:uT has tem-
porarly been removed from

-r

According to multiple videos on Twitter, the model was was struggling fo
put on a pair of horse riding boafs.

Jameela Jamil wants influencers to
stop promoting the keto diet

ake 1t from someone
did every diet under the
sum, the weight comes back
thick and fast as soon as
you reintroduce carbs.”
Are you looking for a fast-
track solution to shed that
extra weight? Are you con-
sidering the heavily social
mediz-promoted keto diet
to achieve wour dietary
goals? Actor and activist
Jameela Jamil is here to el
vou why that's a really bad
idea...

"Celebrities and  influ-
encers. Please stop pushing
the keto diet {on)io people
who do not need to follow
the diet for medical rea-
sons,” Jamil began in the
message. "It can create all
kinds of disturbances for
people's bodies, (including
their vital organs), and they
do not have the same access
to healtheare that yvou do.”™
She also ook this opporiy-
nity to point out the
hypocrisy in "before-after
pictures, stating that the lat-
ter is obviously the result of
extreme editing.

the (often
I:rults‘":l b-r:fm and afters
{especially the ones where
in the "after’ your frousers
are higher/your bra is more
supportive/your hair and
makeup 15 donevou're
smiling/the lighting 15 bet-
ter/you're using airbrush-
ing) during the predatory
time for women especially
around their weight.”
Addressing the public, she
also debunked myths re-
lated to the keto diet in gen-
eral.
"To anyone secing thess
posts about keto and 2-
week weight loss, it's water
weight, not real fag loss, and
take it from someone who
did every diet under the
SUM, the weight comes
back thick and fast and then
SOME A% 5000 35 yOU rein-
troduce carbs,”® she re-

veabed.
"Most humans need carbs,”
The Good Place actor

added, before telling fans to
"stay away” from fad diets.
"If you really want to
change vour body to what-

ever, please do it for the
right reasons, the right way,
slowly, not guided by some
newiound thin-fluencer and
their fast weight loss
guni/predator.”

She also included several
screenshots of what ap-
peared to be direct mes-

sages from fans, who
shared their hormor stories
following the diet.

From pancreatitis to gall-
badder removal and brain
level imbalances, the after-

effects shared by the people
should give evervone
pause,

"Don't take my word for it
Just read every medical
journal article you can find
on it. Leam the history of it,
and if you fit that history, if
vou need i medically, |
hear it can be extraordinary
for certain serious health is-
sues,” Jameela added.

"But if not ... you are need-
lessly  nisking  creating
health issues ause our
world not only obsesses
over weight loss, but how
fast we can do it. That is not
sustamable and at's de-
signed to fail so that you
stay on the diet merry-go-
round forever,” she said,
Encouraging a healthier re-
lationship with nutrition
that doesn't involve binames
of good and bad, the star
hoped her fans would be
grateful for the food on
thewr table, A much-needed
reminder for all of ws.
Dawn..

the playing conditions for all
international formats owing
to the current logistical chal-

lenges with  international
travel,” said the PCB regand-

ing the absence of neutral
UMIpAICS.

For the three-match T200
series, Joved Malik will con-
timse (o be the match referee,
while Aleem and Ahsan
Raza will be the on-lield um-
pires for the first match with
Shozab Baza in the TV um-
pire’s box and Asil Yagoob
as founth umpire.

The PCH said that Shozab
Raza and Asil Yagoob will
officiate the second T200
with Ahsan Raxa and Rashid
Riaz as third and fourth um-
pirez, On the other hand,
Aleem Dar and Rashid Riaz
will be the on-field umpincs
fior the third T30 with A
Raza and Shozab Raza, The
M,

Prince Harry and
Prince William’s
feud is finally over
after one year:

report

Prince Hamy and Prince
William have been at odds
SIS quile SOme Hme.
However, it looks like the two
are finally ready 1o put their
differences aside and recon-
cile, almost a vear afler Prince
Harry and Meghan Markle
caused a gigantic rift by step-
ping down as senior members
of the Brtish ?nl Family.
Royal expert Katic MNicholl
Tj:m-:d up o Enteraimnment
onight aboul the royal rift be-
tween the Duke of Cambridge
and the Duke of Sussex
“There were phone and video
calls over the Christmas and
Mew Year holiday and the
Susscxes sent presents to the
Cambrdiges and vice versa,™
she said,
“It was an opportunily in an
olherwise  very busy and
chaotic year for both of the
families to come together and
connect, albeit virtually,” she
added.
“Things arc a It better be-
tween William and Hamy. If
you go back & vyear at thal
stage, these brothers were
barcly on talking temis,” she
wenl on (o say,
"When William went 10 the
Sandringham Summit, he was
so angry with his brother. He
couldn’t even face going Lo
that lumch with the Queen, He
only weni for the meclings,
such was his frustration and
fecling of disappoiniment
about what his brother had
done and how Harry was han-
dling the sitwation,” she said,
“Fast lorward to today, the re-
latsonship is much betler than
it was. For a start, they are on
talking terms, and not oaly on
talking terms, they do s
relati n?:l:,.' n:gula:l}-?'l'lwy ﬁ
very much in touch over the
holidays. But thene is an ocean
between them, there is a time
difference and as Harry [has)
said,., they are two brothers
on different paths.,”
“The much-awated siatue
tnibute to Prncess Diana wall
be unveiled in Kensington
Palace gardens on what would
have been her G0th birthday,™
“And it is Harry's intention,
and Meghan’s also, to be here
in thi UK. for that opening. It
may possibly be the first ime
we se¢ the brothers logether,
but I think that we will proba-
bly see them together in the
ng around the Cueen and
Igulu: of Edinburgh’s birthday
celebrations. COVID travel
plans permitting,” she added,

The news.,

I'l1
ll'li

LﬂNDGN Non-league Chorley #narkcd coronaviris- rmwgrd Derby
County out of the FA Cup with a surprise 2-0 win on Saturday, while Ever-
fon survived a scare against Rotherham as the spiking pandemic took ifs
foll on the third round.

Defiant India stand firm for fight-
ing draw in third Australia Test

runs to ficld the ball dunng

play on the Ninal day of the
third cricket test between
India and Ausiralia at the
Sydney Cricket Ground, —
AP )

A courageous and injury-
wracked India pulled off a re-
markable draw in a tense
third Test against Ausiralia
on Monday as they survived
against the hosts' much-
vaunted bowling attack o
iake the series into a decider,

They resumed day five af
95-2, needing a further 309
runs after being set a huge
407 to win, when Australia
declared their second innings
at tea on Sunday on 312 for
A%,

Mo team had ever betiered
288 to chinch wvictory in the
fourth innings at the Sydney

tralia achieving that rnn.rl-.
against South Afnca in 2006,

But India gave it o massive
go, passing 288 in the final
session to [y the nerves of
Australian team throwing
everything they had at them.

The wvesitors abandoned
any hope of victory but they
bravely clung on for the draw
with Hanuma Vihan, rmn:ing
a hamstring injury, survivin
161 balls for just 23 runs an
Ravi Ashwin, who had ireal-
ment on his ribs, making 39,
They steered India io 334 for
five at the close, 73 runs
adrifi.

Their resistance was built
on the back of an explosive
o7 from Rishabh Pant and a
g ically gritty 77 from

cteshwar  Pujara, who
passed 6,000 Test runs, but

SEIGEASNMEN

also helped by wicketkeeper
Tim Paine dropping three
calches.

It culminated an absorbin
Test marked by some hig
Euhtr batting, led by Steve

miths 131 and. Pant's 97,
and razor-sharp ficlding.

But it will also be remem-
bered for allegations India
were racially abused by sec-
tions of the Sydney Cricket
Giround crowd, with investi-
gations underway and tough
aclion promised against any-
one Al Dl

After Australia won the
first Test in Adclaide by eight
wickets then Indin bounced
back in Melboume by the
same margin, the series now
heads to Brisbane later this
week for the final chapter,

It will be a eted India
again at the Gabba, with fast
bowlers Mohanmed Shami
and Umesh Yadav and bats-
men KL Rahul out injured
and question marks over all-
rounder Rawvindra Jodeja,
wha dislocated his thumb in
Sydney. Twenly20-stvleAus-
tralia removed openers Shub-
man CGill for 31 and Rohit
Sharma for 52 before stumgps
on day four, and when
Nathan Lyon accounted for
captain  Ajinkya Rahane
without. Dawn

Depleted West n-
dies face multiple
tests on

Bangladesh tour

DHAKA: Depleted by stars
refusing to tour during the
coronavirus pandemic, West
Indics players will face maulii-
ple Covid-19 1esis  in
Bangladesh before they even
get close to a five-day maich
against their hosts.

The nommally carefree

| | Caribbean stars have been put

on edge by a frip 1o South Asia
and capiain Jason Holder
abong with Kweron Pollard and

ol | Darren Bravo will be among a

hest of players missing when
the squad arrives on Sunday,

The tourists will go might
into a seven-day quaranting
bubble o prepare for the three
One=day Intermationals and
pwio Tests against Bangladesh
who are already in their own
bubhle,

There has been no infermna-
tional cncket in Bang
since March and the ercket
boand is taking no chances,

“We will do everything that
is needed to keep the serics
risk free,” BCB chiel execu-
tive officer  MNizamuddin
Chowdhury said. “The two
countries agreed on health
prodocols in December, They
will be tested immediately
alter amrival and then again
after three days and then after

travelling o Chittagong,
“They will be tested in mul-
tiple times in different layers
and if a player develops any
sympiom he will be isolated
immediately,” he added.

The first three days of their
quaraniing will be in isolation
in a hotel,

The players will have o
pass & test o be allowed to-
gether after that. Their first
warm-up maich is on Jan I8,

Bangladesh is providing
some met bowlers and even
they will be in their own sepa-
rale bubble that will also be
usied o keep ground stafl and
drivers away from risky con-
lacis.

On top of Holder, Pollard
and Bravoe, Sheldon Cottrell,
Evin Lewis, Shai IIIJ|;¢:' . Shime
ron Heimyer and Micholas
Pooran declined to travel be-
Cause of CORGRAYILS
fears. Dawn..
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Sheher}'ar Munawar opens up about

deciding a new avatar for hlmself

At the comer of a bus-stand
near Allahwala Chowrang,
Sheheryar Munawar  Sid-
diqui chases after a girl and
her best fmend. Like miost
young ne'er-do-wells, he
gels a piece of her
mind, Dejected and shot
down — like his ilk, the
stubborm roadside Romeos
= i persists.
A brief lunch-break and a
quick zuhr prayer later, She-
heryar is al il again: this
time, replacing his cool-
denim jacket and jeans is a
shalwar, a gaudy T-shirt and
bitingly bright, coloured sun-
glasses, He runs out of a cor-
ner house & few blocks away
from owr last location on
sharne Faisal, gels on a
heavy bike and chases the
girl again., This time, she's in
a van, mluming from col-
lege, and his ¢xpression is
different; he i smiling from
car to ear.
We're at a different point of
timee, but that's how dramas
are shol: non-linearly.
The sets of iDream Produc-
tions" drama Pehli 51 Mohab-
bat (PSEM) could have been
ruf-of-the-mill. .. only
they re mod. The shool is an
unhurriod aflair — masch like
the one between Sheberyar
and the girl he chases, Maya
Ali, his co-star and the fe-
male lead of the senal,
It's a simple love story of
ple vou may almeady
(now, or maybe you once
were, bul yet there's some-
thing different.
The man | meet on the street,
and then af the house, and
then a week later af another

hervar | once knew. Gone is

the shy, carmnest, excited
ran, who would often
ask for re-takes, and whose
method-acting approach |1
appreciated.
In his stead is Aslam, his on-
screen avatar for PSM. A
cocky, restless, over-opti-
muistic, grandikoquent rullian
with a matching fashion
sense. Gone are the retakes
and the method acting, In
their place is a new, perhaps
much betler actor.
It s there in the naturalness
of his new-found approach,
In one particular thol, he pets
intg & distraught siate of
mind while the assists prep
the lights on set. It hardly
takes the actor two minutes
to nail the emotion.
Aslam has really taken over
Shehervar on sel — and mod
just wath the way he emoles,
The actor’s sense of humor
has taken a dramatic, mis-
chievous 180-degree urn,
His crude, iongue-in-check
banter Mlies hard and fast af
me, without being insulting.
“1 am sorry,” Shehenvar apol-
ogises Nive minutes o his
teasing. “Tell me, have you

EIIL""* This was .-'tslam
Sheheryar would have never
becn able to talk to you like
that... butl Aslam... well
Aslam can,” he grins.

That's just great, 1 tell him
with mock-surprise, | had fi-
nally attuned my senses o
the old Sheheryar, and owt
pops a new version. Hon-
eitly though, 1 like She-
hervar's new avatar, IU's

f“é?ll's. director, Anjum
Shahezad {(of serials Satrangi,
Khuda auwr Muhabbal,
Khaani and films Mahei-
Meer and Zindagi Kiini
Haseen Hai) wants him to
periorm with a free-flowing,
instinctive, prompincss he
says. | was already pre-
wamed by Anjum a night be-
fore to expect & dramatic
1:Iu|1 e,
'l.'rl Anjum I've leamed 1o
lhm?a go,” he explains.
“But only because it 15 also a
part of the characier 1 am
plaving,” he savs as | pick up
acup of tea, | notice that that
his mug has PHL's She-
hervar — the actor's name-
sake character — printed on
it.Dawn,,

Three of the four stars of the popular HBO series Sex and the City will re-
unite for a new show that picks up with the same characters roughly two
decades older, the network has confirmed, much to the joy of fans.
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Farhan Saeed is
all praise for Dr
Omar Atig who
paid 5650,000
worth of his pa-

tients' debt
Arpund 200 people started
2021 debi-free courtesy of Dr
Oroar Atig, a Pakistani-Amer-
ican oncologist who erased
S650,000 worth of his pa-
tients' debt as a Christmas
esenl
His act of kindness did no go

| | unnoticed intemationally or at

home — Farhan Saced is
among the Pakistanis who are
owd of the medical super-
cro and made sure o oac-
knowledge the champ for his
tremendous gift to humanity.,
Quoting  Flato, the Halka
Halka Suroor singer shared a
short message on  social
media, 2king personal pride
in D Atig's association with
Pakistan.
“Be kind, for everyone you
meel is fighting a harder
ile' - Plate. Kudos to the in-
credible Dr Omar Alg —
vour unmatched compassion
docs ws wvery prowd!™ he
posted,
According 1o the Arkansas
Democrat Gazette, Dir Omar,
who founded his cancer clinic
in Pine Blullin the US state of
Arkansas in 1991, sent out o
nadice to his patients just days
before Docember 25, saving
“the clinic has decided 1o
forego all balances owed 1o
thi clinkc by ils patienis”,
According to CNM, cach re-
ceived a card with a personal
greeting from their former
dactor. The note thanked cach
paticnt for trusting Dr Atig
with their care and followed
with the gencrous surprise.
"wver time | realised that there
are [h:u:lplt who just ane unable
te pay,” D Atig told ABC s
Murnlng America. "So
my wife and |, as a family, we
thought about it and looked at
forgiving all the debt. We saw
that we could do it and then
yust went ahead and did wn.®
e worked with a debd collec-
tion firm to gather outstandi
paymenis, bul then realise
many familics had been hit

(g | hard financially by the pan-

o | demic,
d | "W thought there was not a

better tieme (o do this than dur-
ing a pandemic that has deci-
mated homes, people’s lives
and businesses and all sorts of
stull,” Dr Atig had said, before
his big move,

David Wroten, execulive vice
president of the Arkansas
Moedical Socicty advocacy
group, wis quoted by BBC as
saying that Dr Atiq had called
him. Dawn..
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Pakistan 10th most
powerful military in
world

ISLAMABAL. Accord-
ing to Global Firepower
Index 2021 released this
week, Pakistan Army is
among the world's 10 most
powerful militaries in the
world  leaving  behind
Canada, Germany and Aus-
iralia,

The Global Firepower
ranked the armies of 138
countries by taking into con-
sideration a number of fac-
tors including the diversity
of each country’s weapons,
manpower, population, ge-
ography and state of devel-
opment.

The Global Firepower
ranking utilises over 55 fac-
tors to determune a couniry s
Powerlndex score. The fors
mula allows smaller, more
technologically advanced
countries to compete with

larger, less developed ones,

A t Pwrindex score
is 0, . which is realisti-
cally unattainable. The

closer countries ane 1o that
number, the more powerful
their military is.

As per the ranking, Pak-
istan has an estimated tofal
of 1,204,000 military per-
sonnel. The United States
holds first place in the rank-
ing. Russia is second, and
China is third.

The top ten also inchedes
India, Japan, South Korea,
France, the United King-
dom, Brazil, and Pakistan.

Here is a ranking of the
world's top 10 most power-
ful militaries in 2021, ac-
cording to Gilobal
Firepower:

1 UMITED STATES:
Mearly 12,000 US Troops
Wl Puill Ot of Germany' at
Cost of Billions, SecDef
Says | Military.com

For 2021, United States is
ranked | of 138 out of the
countries constdered for the
annual GFP review., It holds
a Patindx® rating of 0.0721

2 RUSSIA: For 2021,
Russia is mnked 2 of 138 out
of the countries considered

HYDERABAD: Collector Customs Aamir

for the annual GFP review. It
holds a Pwrindx* rating of
007946

3 CHINA: China's Mod-
emizing Military | Council
on Foreten Relations

For 2021, China is ranked

3 of 138 out of the countries |§

considered for the annual
GFF review. It holds a
Pwrlndx® rating of 0.0858
4 INDIA: For 2021, India
is ranked 4 of 138 out of the
countries considered for the
annual GFP review. 1§ holds
a Pwrindx® mting of 0.1214
5 JAPAN: A new front -
Japan's Self-Defence Forces
are beginning to focus on
China | Asia | The Econo-
mist
Far 2021, Japan is mnked
5 of 138 put of the countries
considered for the annual
GFP review. It holds a
Pwrindx® rating of 0.1435
6 SOUTH KOREA: For
2021, South Korea i1s rmanked
6 of 138 out of the countries
considered for the annual
GFF review. [t holds a
Pwrlndx® rating of 0,162 1
7 FEANCE: France's “yel-
low vest’ protesters march in
Paris as troops join police to
prevent trouble
For 2021, France is
ranked 7 of 138 out of the
countries considered for the
annual GFP review. It holds
a Pwrindx* rating of 0.1691
i UNITED EIMNGDNOM:
For 2021, United Kingdom
is ranked 8 of 138 out of the
counines considered for the
annual GFP review. It holds
o Pwrindx® rating of 02008
9 BRAZIL: File: Brazilian
Arm Parade.) -
Wil;i}];fdia. i
For 2021, Brazil iz mnked
O of |38 out of the countries
considered for the annual
GFF review. [t holds a
Pwrindx® rating of 0,2037
10 PAKISTAN: For 2021,
Pakistan s ranked 10 oot of
| 3% countries considered for
the annual GFP review. It
holds a Pwrindx* rating of
02083, MM
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Rasheed addressing a press conference about
raids and seizure the illegal smuggled goods af
Customs House.

India preparing for next phase
of aggression in Kashmir: AJK
President

ISLAMABAD: The
President off Azad Jammu
and Kashmir, Sardar Ma-
sood Khan has said that
Kashmiris who are being
slaughtered like animals
by the Indian army arc
part of the body and soul
of the Pakistani nation and
it i% our national responsi-
bility to save them from
the waorst iyranny,

Addressing & seminar
on “Kashmir liberation
movement and our na-
tional responsibilities™ or-

anized b VAFLOUS

akistani mational institu-
tions, he said that India is
certainly responsible for
the agonics of the Kash-
miri people but we must
not forget the characiers
like Sheikh Abdullah who
had played the role of fa-
cilivators for India 1o grab
a major part of the dis-
puted state.

He said that the reoccu-
pation of sccupied Jammu
and Kashmir, declaring it
part of the Indian Union
and to change the demog-
raphy of the oceupied ter-
rilory was jusi one phase
of the Indian plan, and in

the next Fha ¢, India
wanils 1w invade Azad
Fashmir and  Gilgit-

Baltistan, which India had
revealed by issuing new
maps and through public
statements made by their
leaders time and again.
Referring 1o the situa-

o
HYDERABAD: Advisor to Chief Minister of Sindh

tion in Indian illegally oc-
cupied Jammu and Kash-
mir, President Sardar
Masood Khan said that
more than cight million
people of the occupied
state have been kept under
sicge by the Indian Army
for the last 16 months
where youths are being
killed in fake encounters
be falsely declaring them
a5 lerrorists.

The Kashmiri children
as young as ning, en and
cleven wears old have
been arresied and impris-
oned where they are sub-
jected to the worst torture
to force them to abandon
their struggle for freedom
and right 1o self-determi-
nation. On the other hand,
two million Hindu citi-
zens from dilferent parts
of India have &¢n
brought and seitled in
EKashmir to change the de-
mographic structure of the
disputed territory and this
process was still going on
the fast track,

Answerin
questions of the partici-

ants, President Sardar

asood Khan said that the
impression that Kashmir
resislance movemcent was
confined to only border
arcas was nol correct, He
aaid that defails available
of martyrs in Kashmir by
the Indian Army shows
that they belong 1o all
parts of accupied.

VArious

Nisar Ahmed Khoro being brief from students about

their arl work during 15th

ree show 2021 af Uni-

versity of Arf, Design and Heritages, Jamshoro.

Air Chief Marshal Mujahid Anwar Khan,

Chief of the Air Staff Pakistan

Afr Force meifing with Lt Gen Ramiz Tahirov, Commander Azerbijan Air

Force.

Schools, colleges to reopen in
Sindh from tomorrow: Saeed

EARACHI: Sindh Minis-
ter for Education Saced
Ghami on Sunday said that
the schools and colleges in
the province would also re-
open from Monday (Decem-
ber 18) as per the decision
taken during an inder-provin-
cial meeting.

Spq:akin; to media in
Karachi, Saced Ghani said
that in the first phase, classes
of ninth, tenth in schools, and
I1ih and 12ih in colleges will
commence from Monday.

“In the second phase, the
primary and secondary
classes will commence from
Febmuary 01, besides also re-
opening of colleges and uni-

Ghani

wversities  from
dabe,™ he sand.

The educational institutes
faced closure under extended
winber vacalions owing 1o the
second wave of COVID-19
in the country. _

It is pertinent (o mention
here that a meeting of educa-
tion ministers on January 04
decided o reopen educa-
tional instliutions across the
country in 4 phase-wise man-
ner with classes nine 1o 12 re-
suming in the first phase on
January 18.

Speaking at a press confor-
ence alter the meeting, Fed-
cral  Education inister
Shafgat Mahmood an-

the same

nounced that classes one o
cight will resume from Janu-
ary 25 in the second phase
whereas  universitics  and
other higher education insti-
iutions will resume on-cam-
pus sessions from Feb 1.

He zaid teachers and ad-
ministranive stall can refurm
1o schools from Jan 11 atter
the winter vacations end.

Shafgat Mahmood said
hoard cxams that were duz in
March and April will now be
held in May and June as the
childrén have aol yel com-
pleted their courses and need
time o prepane. NI

Over Rs 8 bin loans approved under
Kamyab Jawan Programme: Usman Dar

ISLAMABAD: Special As-
sistani to the Prime Minister
(SAPM) on Youth AfTairs
Muhammad Usman Dar
Sunday said soft  loans
amounting 1o Rs 8.08 billion
were approved under the
Prime inister  Kamyab
Jawan Programme’s Youth
Entreprencurship  Scheme
{YES]) &0 far.

In a media interview, he said
the government had a target
to create more than 50,000

B incw  jobs by vear-end
Lhmugﬂ

a total disbursement
ofabout s 10 billion among
the youth, aspinng (o sel up
or expand businesses in more
than 13 sectors such as aulo,
Information  Technology,
Dairy and others.

“So far, we have disbursed
Bs 3.47 billion among aver
5,700 successful entrepre-
ncurs and the remaining ap-
Emn:d lpans amounting to

= 4.6 billion 15 ready to be

disbursed,” the SAPM noted.
He added thai over 6,874
loans, approved by the pro-
gramme ¢xecuting  banks,
wouild be disbursed once the
applicants (ulfilled all the
formalitics.Usman  Dar ap-
preciated the qualified entre-
prencurs  for availing the
opportunily after submitting
workable business plans 1o
the YES executing banks,
Timely  disbursement  of
loans would pave the way for
the government 1o achieve
desired economic develop-
ment and prosperity in the
country, he mainiaimed,

Toa , he said since the
launch of programme, 3,563
new businesses were opened
under the YES, in addition to
cxpansion of 2,183 cxisting
Ones,

The *YES" was lnunched
under the banner of Kamyab
Jawan Programme in Oclg-
ber 20019 with the allscation

Governor to
lay foundation
stone of Aab-
e-Pak Author-
ity in Chak
Jhumra

LAHODREE: Punjab Gowv-
ernor Chaudhry Muham-
mad Sarwar will lay the
foundation stone of the
first project of the Punjab
Aab-e-Pak Authority on
Monday (Feb 18) in Chak
Jhumra,

The Kz 161.75 million
project would provide
clean drinking water to
more than 37,000 families
of 16 wvillages at their
doorsteps, said a state-
ment  issued from  the
Governor's House on
Sunday.

The ceremony will be
attended by provincial
ministers, members of

rliament, Chairman

unjab Aab-e-Pak Author-
ity and members of the
Board of Governors,

Talking about the proj-
ect, Governor Sarwar sand
in line with the vision of

Prime Minister [Imran
F.han, clean drin&ing
water would be provide

to urban as well as rural
populace of Punjab, He
maintzined that the Pun-
jab Aab-e-Pak Authority
would provide clean and
hygienic drinking water to
people of the province and
every penny of the na-
tional exchequer in this
authority would be spent
only for the provision of
clean drinking water to
the public.

Chaudhry Sarwar said
in order to provide clean
drinking water, “We will
give priority (o aneas
where a majority is suffer-
ing from Ilfe-tﬁrcalcning
diseases like Hepatitis due
to  drinking unclean
water,”

He said the Authority
would also implement
clean drinking water proj-
ecls, including installation
of filtration plants in
those areas where the op-
position parties had won
the general elections.
“Our only goal is to pro-
vide clean drinking water
to the public™ he reiter-
ated. NNI

B 100 billion funds for il
itation of vouth, Two ticrs
wiere introduced under the
programme for disbursement
of loans rangi from
Fs 100,000 13 Rs ?milli{!n
among those, having work-
able business idcas.

The government expanded
the sofi-loan schemes last
year 10 benefit maximum
number of young people
across the country, Usman
Drar said, while highlighting
the increase in loan amount
which had been raised up (o
Rs 25 million,

He sald mark-up ratcs on
both the tiers had also been
halved from 6 per cent and B
per cent o 3 per cenl and 4
per cent respectively,

The lower mark-up rate
would also be applicable to
those who had already
availed loans under the pre-
vious scheme, he added.

HYDERABAD: Leader of Awami National
Party Shahi Syed addressing a press conference
ar ANP office.

Resources to be mobilized

to boost GB region's climate
resilience: Malik Amin

ISLAMABALD: Prime
Minister"s Special Assistant
on Chimate Change, Malik
Ammin Aslam has said that the
present government was Lak-
ing all-out measures 1o help
Gﬁgihﬂnllismn goOvemment
o overcome challenges of
environmental du:;gmﬁzan.
solid waste, climaie change
and deforestation.

“Prime  Minister  Imran
Khan-led government was
awarc of the exacerbaling
challenges being faced by the
climate-vulnerable region of
Gilgit-Baltistan, which have
led to megative fallouts for
various social and economic
sectors particularly water, en-
ergy and agriculiure,” Malik
Amin Aslam said. He ex-
pressed these views during
his meeting with the Chiefl
Minister of Gilgit-Baltistan.
While referming 10 various ¢li-
mate change and environ-
ment-refated studies of the
Pakistan Meteorological Die-

riment, Malik Amin Aslam

ighlighted that over recent
years, the global warming-
caused events of glacial melt-
ing, glacial lake outburst
fMloods, nverine Moods and
shifting rainfall paticrns have
shown rising frequency and
intensity, affecting badly not
only socio-ccomnomic lives of
the region but also those in
the southem parts of the
country. Meanwhile, sharin
about deleterious impacts
eavironmental  degradation
and climate chamge, the
Gilgit-Baltistan chicl’ minis-
ter informed the Prime Min-
ister’s  aide Malik Amin
Aslam that lack of altemative
to fuelwoods, which is mined
from the local forest arcas,

have led to massive tree-
felling unabated since long.

Besides, galloping human

ulations in the region and
ﬁ'ﬁ. RCHLErT ST, cha':alicltriz-:d
by unsustainable tourism
prictices, have proved devas-
tating for the Gilgit-Baltistan
TCgieN’'s ONCE Pristling, serens
and uniainted environment
and polluting the turquoise
river walers with solid waste,
the Gilgit-Baltistan  chiel
minister Mohammad Ehalid
K hursheed added.

The chiel minister pointed
oul that the region lacks sus-
tainable solid waste manage-
meni  [acilities, aliernative
energy facilities such as solar
and encrgy efficientzaving
cooking stoves, which have
led 1o overall eavironmental
contamination and posing
public health nsks.

Lack of climate-resilicnt
infrastructuncs, climate-smart
housing facilitics have also
exposed the residents of the
region's mounlan arcas 1o
MOUing  SoCio-Sconomic
miseries including poverty,
mal-puirition, hunger and
_inblc—ssncﬁ. he furiher high-

ighted. Malik Amin Aslam
asked the chiel minister for
rodling out a Gilgit-Balistan-
specilic elaborate plans re-
garding  promotion  of
alforesation activities, estab-
lishment of sustainable solid
wasle management facilitics,
promgdion of sustainable and
cnvironmenial-friendly
tourism, sustainable water
management practices, cli-
meabe-smant agriculiuse prac-
tices, alternative livelihood
plans, monitoring of glacial
melting and glacial lake out-
burst r:fmdi 1o cope.

Latest revelations further expose
India and vindicate Pakistan

ISLAMABAD: Pakisian
=aid on Sunday that in recent
months, the world commu-
nily has been presented with
imefutable  evidence of
India's staic-s rship of
terrorism against Pakisian
and anti-Pakistan disinfor-
mation and smear campaign
globally, The transcripts in-
cluded i the Mumbai police
charge-sheet against the Re-
public TV anchor in the TRP
case have further exposed
India"s sinister designs and
vindicaled Pakisian's lon
held position, the foreign of-
fice said. A statement said
the latest revelations further
confirm what Pakisitan has
consistently pointed out: The
BIF overmment  stages
“false flag" operations; ma-
ligns Pakistan with ierror-
ism-related allegations,;
stokes hyper-nationalism in
the couniry; claims to have
launched so-called “surgical
strike”™; and then deviously
manipulates national senti-

menl in its bid o win elec-
tions. The statement further
said the pattern is unmisiak-
able, and has been repented
(o suil the RSS-BIF regime’s
clectoral caleulations.

*We had, at the outset, me-
jected  India’s  malicious
propagands against Pakistan
and highlighted that the
biggest beneficiary of the
Pulwama attack in February
2019 was the BIF goven-
meenl, s il secured landslide
victory in the ensuing Lok
Sabha clections,” the state-
ment said, adding that The
transcripls ide Turther
evidence of how this whole
enterprise from ‘false Mag’
operation o massive clee-
toral success was scnpled
and fully realized.

the

The statemient said

transcripts also illustrate the
unholy nexus between the
"Hindutva" regime and iis
cronies in the Indian media.
" the one hand, they show
how far and deeply the ex-

SSGS
launches crack-
down against
illegal gas com-

pressors

KARACHI: The Sui
Southern Gas Company
(S50GC) has launched a
crackdown against the ille-
gal use of gas compressors,
citing spokesperson of the
gas utility,

A spokcsperson has said
that the installation and
use of gas Compressors is
an  illegal act. The
Balochistan High Court
has directed to act against
those imvolved in this ille-
2al act, the spokesperson
said.

People across the coun-
Iry Using gas COmMpressor i
suck in morc gas (o in-
crease the gas Mow in a sit-
ustion of widespread gas
shortage,

An official of the S5GC
had carlicr said that the
low pressure is because of
the illegal use of compres-
sor by some people,

The lllegal use of gas
compressors has led to low
gas pressure problems in
several cities. The gas
companies have consti-
luted special teams (o
laumch a  crackdown
against those who are de-
priving their neighbours of
the gas facility by using
the compressors,

Moreover several do-
mestic COnsSumers use a
fridge compressor o suck
in more gas Lo increase gas
flow at their homes, which
15 said to be a dangerous
and illegal practice.

Domestic and industrial
consumers are  facing
shortage of gas across Pak-
islan since the winier sca-
son fell. CNG stalions are
being closed in  Sindh,
Balochisian, Punjab and
Ehyber Pakhtunkhwa due
1o non-availability of the
gas, The users have to buy
LNG to cook lood and
keep themselves warm in

1] harsh winters. NI

tremist agenda of the RSS-
BJP combing has permeated
India’s institutions and pil-
lars of the Siate.

On the other hand, they
show how the rights and
freedoms of Indian citizens
and democratic values in In-
dian sociely are being seri-
ously 'impardi:md throu
cynical manipulation,” the
forcign office said. The state-
ot pointed oul that equally
important, they show how
actions of this reckless
regime dniven by considera-
tipns of domestic politics ane
gravely imperiling regional
peace and security.

The statement sasd Pak-
istan, for its par, will con-
tinue (o counter Indian
falsehoods with truth and act
hirmly and responsibly in the
face of India’s provocations.

"Wie that the intema-
tipnal community would take
full cognizance of the sita-
tion and hold India account-
able for its actions,

ATTOCK: Special Assistant for Climate Change
Malik Amin Aslam cuiting the ribbon during in-
augurares Chichi Village Cricket Tournament af

a cricket gmuni

PR earns over Rs12
billion from freight
business in two years

ISLAMABAD; Pak-
isfan Raillways has been
carned around Rs12.276
billion from the freight
irainsg during lasi iwo
yvears, making a leap io-
wards transformation of
the organizalion inlo &
profitable entity.

“The freight train serv-
ice has been suffered no
loss during the last two
vears due 1o pradent poli-
cies introduced by the in-
cumbent government,” an
official in the Ministry of
Railways was quoted by
ofMicial media as having
said,

Giving detail of ithe
carnings, he said the de-
pariment has been gener-
aled Rs1E.E53  billion
against the expendilures
of Rsl2.950 billion, posi-
ing a profit of Ks3.903
billion during 2018-1%.

In 201920, the official
said Pakistan Railways
carned Rs19.208 billion
:|¥ainsl the expenditures
of worth Rsl2.835 bil-
lion, saving & profil
E6,373 billion.,

To a question, he said
thai at preseni as many as
1% trains were operational
from Karachi 1o Hyder-
abad, while no irain was

operational from Karachi
o Mirpur Khas.

He said the trains, ply-
ing between 1the 1wo
major cities of Sindh
province, were included
Shalimar Express, Hazara
Express, Awam Express,
Rehman Baba Express,
Pakistan Express, Allama
lgbal Express, Karakoram
Express, Pak Business
Express, Millat Express,
Karachi Express, Tezgam,
Bahauddin Zakria Ex-
press, Shah Hussain Ex-

ress, Farced Express, Sir

ved  Express, Green
Ling, Khyber Mail and
Sukkur Express.

The official said there
was no proposal under
consideration for siarting
new passenger train from
Peshawar to Sargodha and
Eawalpindi to Karachi at
the moment.

Al present, he said the
I;Ms::ngcr lraing, running

eiween Rawalpindi-Pe-
shawar-karachi, were in-
cluded Khyber Mail,
Pakistan Express,
Tezgam, Awam Express,
Fechman Baba Express,
Sir Syed Express and
Hazara Express. WNI

SABS University

of Art Jamshoro or-

ganizes 15th Degree Show
(Thesis Display)

JAMSHORG:  Shahecd
Allah  Buksh  Soomra
(SABS) University of Ar,
Design and  Heritages
Jamshoro (previously known
a5 Centre of Exeellence in ant
and design, MUET) organ-
ized 15th Degree Show (The-
iz Display).

110 students (rom Fine
Art, Communication Design,
Textile Design and Architec-
ture displaved their thesis

jects in the degroe shows
2021, Advisor for Universi=
ties and Boards Gowvernmient
of Sindh Nisar Ahmed
Khushro and Ar. Hoameer
Soomps, grandson of Sha-
hied Allah Buksh Soomeo
graced the cvent as chict
Fucsl whereas commissioner
{yderabad Muhammad
Abbas Baloch and commis-
sioner Sukkur & Larkana
Shafique Ahmed Mahesar ai-
len the event as guest of
honour, Vice-chancellor
SABS University of Art Prol.
Dr. Bhai Khan Shar wel-
comed the notable guesis on
their amival in the university.

During degree show talk-
i:'-gmm media persons MNisar
Ahmed Khuhro said that
CGrand Democratic Alliance
and peoples Party have never
been close to cachother, they
have different opinion than
others, GDA is part of gov-
crmmeent and their leader has
accepled his incompetency
by saying that how a person
CAn Mun & country Consisling
of 22 crore people because
cveryone 15 demanding job
opportunity but 1 want to
clarify that this country is
runming succesafully for 70
r:ﬂ.rﬁ and il yiow arc not capa-

le enough belter (o go gome
wie will show you how lo
lead a nation.

He said that after 18ih

amendmeni we established
Sindh  Higher Education
Commision but feseral HEC
reduced its funding towards
universities that's why we
have reserved amount for
universities  funding but |
think it is not suffient and we
are trying to provide more
funds,

Eeplying to question re-
garding fenure of feseral
government Misar Ahmed
Khuhro said that once prime
minisier has acceplied his in-
competeney, wie don’l nesd to
give deadline and necds 1o go
home quickly after his state-
mienl. Nisar Ahmed Khuhro
further said that earlier Cen-
tre of Excellence in An and
Design was a small institute
and we have upgraded it as
university and the approach
of students in the University
i quite encouraging that will
lead the Uniw:rsilﬁ' 1o suwe-

Grandson of Shaheed
Allsh Buksh Soomro, Ar
Hameer Soomro said that
SABS university has wvery
bright fulure in the time 1o
come and graduates of this
university will play a wital
rode im mendal and physical
development of the nation.
He said that the an work dis-
plaved in the exhibition is of
high |:|m|li||'!.'c and siudenis
have given their hundred per-
cent for their thesis project
which is quite tremendous,

Vice-chancellor  SABS
Prof, Dr. Bhai Khan Shar
said that the students have
worked very hard for com-
pletion of their pr:?ir.‘tls- and
their efforts are of intemas
tional level appreciated by
vigitors largely. He said that
despite COVID-19 students
worked day and night and
their atiachment towards pro-

lession depicts that their fu-
ture &5 brught.

The topacs which students
of fine art Aycsha Siddika,
Wajiha Shahid, Sara Shar,
Maryam Inam, Abdul Jabbar
Ehan, Marna Hyder, Aina
Adnan, Meorul Ain Nasir
Khan, Pirh Khan, Ali Hyder
Rizvi and others selected for
ihcir paintings were " There
are no facts only interpreta-
tions, touch 1o the antique,
life in vague, an oulcome,
black hands while caring,
bom to cat, nostalgia, ob-
scure nature, ambiguity, am |
not  speaker?expedition,
human connection, up in the
smoke, essence of nature”
and so on,

The Students of communi-
cation design Suneel Kumar,
Lugman Yousuf, Komal Ali,
Linguat Ali, Kashmala,
Rabab Zchra, Bahar Al
Irfan, Sunccha Tahir, Hamea
Hassan and others sclected
fopics lor their thesis were
“Wild line, special e, a
lost history WEaIE-:ﬁgfsun,
who am 17, Balochi doch,
colour blind, ¢creative coun-
seling, the an theraupetic
siralcgics, what we see?, the
beauty of Balochistan® and
S0 DML

The topics seleciod by tex-
tile design students Atrooba
Fahim Siddiq_uq:, Sabrina
Shaikh, Madiha Cureshi,
Ashi Devi, Urmash, Romasa,
Joti Bai, Safa Touheed,
Kashal Maryam, Muham-
mad Sadaat and others se-
lected topics for their thesis
included "Musical instru-
menls, jatropha, wild plants,
cacius, boat, ancient temple
Sadhu Belo, plumeria alba,
hibiscus, lanterns, truck an™
and 50 on.




