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WhatsApp

postpones new
terms of service

WhatsApp on Saturday an-
nownced that it is puiting off
its new business plans Gl
afier May and "no one will
hawve their account suspended
or deleted on February B".
Users of the popular app have
been scrambling 1o detlermine
risks to ther privacy ever
since WhatsApp announced
new terms of service. It had
previpusly stated that anyone
who does not accept the new
terms will not be able o use
the app afler February B. In its
EI:IL“.-::EIE today, WhatsApp
e to have postponed
acting on the above deadlineg,
"Thank wyou o everyone
who's reached out. We're stll
working 10 counter any con-
fusion by communicating di-
rectly with WhatsApp users.

"Mo one will have their ac-
count suspended or deleted on
Feb 8 and we'll be movin
back our busingss plans unti
after May,” it wrole.

WhatsApp added that it
will give plenty of time to
users for them to review and
understand the terms of use.

"Rest assured we never
planned o delete any oc-
counts based on this and will
nod do o in the Tutune.”

Sale of two
LNG fired

power plants
may get delayed

ISLAMABAD: With the
poasibility of accomplishing
three transactions, includin
sale out of SME Bank i
June 30, 2021, one of the
migjor transactions for sale out
of two 1.4'Ig=.n¢1'|-|:d Matural Gas

(LNG) fired power plants
might get delaved and th
ma%l nfﬁt:'bc '\?IatL.u:d by IJ?;
first hali’ of nexi fiscal yecar
2021-22, it was leami.

The sale out of SME Bank
i5 on the cards with the expec-
tation that its bidding will be
done within the next couple
of months, The possibility of
sale out of Jin Convention
Center, Islamabad, and Serv-
tces Hotel, Lahore, ane also
on the cards within the cur-
rent fiscal year, But all these
three transaclions cannol be
completed without the sup-
port of the parcnl minisiry or
de ent.

¢ Cabinet Committes on
Prvatization in s mcelin
held last week had defi
decisions on sale oul of two
combined-cycle  gas-fired
/er plants, namely Haveli
hadur Shal and Baloki
Power plants by constifuling
a sub-committee to finalize
structure of the transaction.

Some unrcsolved issucs
have re-surfsced including
dibt-aquity o, granting in-
come tax excmplions and
some other issues as the po-
tential buyers conveyed to the
government 1o reselve out-
standing issucs and then pro-
vide them six months period
for execution of this kg irans-
action having the possibility
to feich over 52 billion,

“Keeping in view all these
possibilitees, the Pnivatization
Commission conveyed to the
government that this delayed
transaction might be accom-
plished inthe first half of next
fiscal vear 2021-22." said the
top oflicial,

ding refinancing at
rate of KIBOR Plus 1.5 deter-
mined by regulator NEFRA,
the minister for privalization
has convencd an imporiant
mecting of bankers next week
to convinee them for re-fi-
nancing of debt at fixed limit
of NEFRA because in case of
more rale, il would be made
pari of the power taniT.
~ The second outstanding
issue is related to granting in-
come lax exemplions E‘.’J-
vided 1 all Independent
Power Producers (IPPs) for a
period of 30 years that would
expire by 2023, Mow after the
sabe out of these two power
plants, it would be converied
iate IPPs but the IMF is op-
posing 1o extend any further
execmptions, There s di-
chotomy in IMF's prescrip-
tions as privalizafion.
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Constitutional amendment

MEMBER OF APNS & CPNE

WADAR

required for open ballot:

The above observation has
been mmade in the ECP's writ-
en response to the Supreme
Court in the presidential ref-
erence filed secking an opin-
jon from the courl on the
wiy Senale elections ane
held. The ECP said that the
Senate elections, much like
the elections for the prime
minister and the president,
fall under the Constitution.

"To bnng about an end to
secrel balloting, o constitu-
tional amendment will be re-
quired,” said the election
COMMISAI0N,

The response on behal ol
the ECP secretary was (iled
o the court by Advocate
Shahjeel Shehryar Swati and
spans 12 pages.

Sindh opposes changes in
method

Meanwhile, 1the Sindh
government  has  recom-
mended a "show of hands"®
moethed and opposed any
changes in the way Senate
elections ane held.

Adviser to Sindh Chiel
Minister on Law Muriazs
Wahab confirmed that the
provincial government is
againsi the open  ballod
methed. He said that the
Sindh govemment's response
in the reference wiall be Nled
next week, The proviacial
ﬁvcmnm: is of the vicw
that the open ballod method
15 "against the Constitution
and the freedom of expres-
sion”. Wahab said that the
Consittuiion s “clear™ on
Senate clections, He zaid thad
in the Sindh povernment's
response Articles 226 and
63-A of the Constifution
have also been referenced.

He said that Anicle 226
clearly lays out the process
1o conduct Sennte elections.

The Sindh government

ECP to SC

The Election Commission of Pakistan has stated that in order fo switch
Jrom secret balloting to an open ballot method, an amendment 1o the
Constitution will be required.

spokesperson sad the open
ballot method is in contrast
to the very "soul” of the Con-
stitution.

"We will provide strong
justification against  this
method with references from
the Constilution in our re-
sponse,” Wahab said.

Difterence between open
and secret balloting

In a hearing held by the
Supreme Courl on Thursday
presided over by a five-
member headed by Chiel
Justice Gulzar Ahmed and
comprising Justice Mushir
Alam, Justice Umar At
Bandial, Justice ljaz Ul
Ahsan and Justice Yahya
Adridi Justice Bandial, the
court had asked what the dif-
ference in procedure be-
tween open and  secret
balloting is,

Aulorney-General of Pak-

istan khaled Jawed Ehan
said that the process is the
same for the most pan.
"The only diflerence is
that in open balloting, the
name of the valer 15 writlen
on the back of the ballo
aper. The purpose is (o find
out which member voled for
whom,” he cxl'[.b]:llm:d.
The court has adjoumed
the hearing till Monday.
The presidential reference
The refierence, filed by the
government, says that the
president has sought the
apex  court’s Opinion  on
whether the condition of
holding a secret ballot re-
ferred 1o in Article 226 of the
Constitution is applicable
only for the elechions held
under the Constilution such
as the clection o the office
of president, speakers and
deputy speakers of the Par-

hament and provincial as-
semblics and “not o0 other
chections such as the clection
for the members of Senate”
held under the Elections Adct
2017 enacted 1o pursuant 1o
Article 222 read with Entry
41 (1) of the Fourth Sched-
wle o the Constiiution
“which may be held by wa
of seeret or open ballot™ as
provided for in the Act.
According to the govem-
meent, the natune of the ¢lec-
tions and the way il is
conducted has not  heen
clearly mentioned in the
Constitution, The govern-
meni has said that the elec-
tion for the Senate s
conducted n  accordance
with the Eleciion Al of
2017 and asked il it i3 pessi-
ble w introduce the wdea of
epen-balloting in the Upper
ouse of the Parlisment,
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Drap approves AstraZeneca

vaccine for emergency use in
Pakistan

In this file photo taken on
Mow 17, an illustration pic-
ture shows vials with Covid-
19 vaceine stickers attached
and syringes, with the logo of
the University of Oxford and

|| vz pariner British pharmaceu-

tical company AstraZeneca.
— AFP The Drug Regula
Anthority of F‘ul&sl:mm;lh'uu?i
of Saturday authonsed the
O ford niversily  As-
traZeneca Covid-19 shot for
emergency use in Pakisian,
making it the first vaccine to
gel local approval. “Drap
anted emergency use au-
thonsation Lo Astrafencea’s
Covid vaccing,” Special As-

d | sistant 1o the Prime Minister

on Healh Dr Faisal Sulian
told Reuters.
The country has also
booked more than a million
doses of Sinopharm’s vaccing
from China, Sultan said,
adding that the Sinopharm
VECCING is awailing approval
from Drap, which has ne-
ceived and reviewed its data
Read: Sindh urges Centre to
allow provinces to procure
Covid-19 vaccines
“We are in 1he process 1o ob-
tain Western ongin and other
vaceines both wia bilateral
urchase cnts a5 well
aF:. via the Eﬂ‘uu facility,” he
said. Pakistan is speaking 1o
a number of vaceine makers,
and Sulian said the country
could get “in the mnge of lens

¥ | of millions™ of vaccine doses

under an agreement with
China’s CanSinoBio.
The waccime company's Ad5-
aCoV Covid-19 candidate is
nearing completion of Phase
I clinical trinks in Pakistan,
EfMicacy is a key factor, said
Sulian. “We have amd are
watching the evolving siories
around efficacy of a number
of vaccines.” Sultan said pre-
liminary results of  the
Cansing vaccing may come
in by mid-February, He
that Pakistan was ¢if-
sidering to engage with Hus-

510 s apukni

Pakistan reporied 2,432 new
coronavirus infections and 45
deaths on Friday, taking the
total number of cases to more
than 516,08 and deaths
close 1o 11,0060,

“Owr aim is that the bulk of
the population will be cov-
ered free,” the PM's aide said,
adding thal privale Seciors
could also be allovwed once
supply was available o an
authorised .

Sulian added that Pakisian
had adequate cold chain facil-
ities for most Kinds of vac-
cines, Govl wanis vaceine of
highiest eMicacyA day earlier,
Sultan had 1old Dawn that the
government is confident of

acquining the vaccine by the |;

first quarter of the curment
Ecm, but is adopling a “look-
fore-you-leap” strategy (o

ensure  procurcment of all

medicing of the highest ¢ifi-
cacy. He had said the govem-
ment was under ¢lose contact
with a fiew intemational firms
manufacturing the Covid-19
vaccine. “We will get the
wvaceine from the firm which
Eﬁam il the carliest,” he

pdded. Sulian had also
negated the impression thal
the governmeni had delaved
the procurement of the drug
and said i1 was & maltier of
days before orders 1o pur-
chase the vaccine m:lulg bt
E!:jmd. The special assistant

said although the ¢ML?
had a population of 200 mil-
lion, VOO million were under
the age of 18, and therefore
would mot be vaccinated. “As
10pc population cannod be

voceinaled in any country, we | !
need o wrget T0pe ol the |

vaccineable,

PM Imran directs to speed up
mega projects in Lahore

LAHORE: Primiz Minister
Imran Khan has directed
Punjab government to speed
up mega projects in Lahore.

The PM appreciated the
performance of Punjab Chicel
Minister Sandar Ulaman Bz
dar and Viee Chairman LDA
and reiteraied that 1o
and bribery would not be 1ol-
crated under any circum-
stances, According to details,
an the occasion of Prme
Minister Imran Fhan's vigil
e Lahore, Viee Chairman
LDA SM lmran briefed on
VAFIGUS mCga jects in the
cily and said mﬁ oject
costing about Es 4.5 billion

hazs  been initated  at
Shahkam Chowlk.
It was also informed in the

bricfing that an overhead
bradge would be constructed
in Eanm Block, ot a cost of
Bz 1.5 hillion, to solve traffic
congestion, One billion ru-
pees would also be spent to
deal with traflic congestion
in front of Gulab Devi Hos-
pital. Similarly, Bs 4.5 bil-
lion would be spent between
Railway Station and Sheran-
wala Chowk for case of
maovernenl between Morh
and South Lahore.

For housing, 4,000 spari-
menks would initially be con-

strucied on 8,000 kanals of
land in LDA City, Under this
scheme, ple would pay
monthly ﬁ:mthnmrs m‘P;s.
15,000 and the house will be
trmnsfermed to their name
after 20 vears, The project
will be formally inaugurated
by the Prime Minisicr on
Febmuary 15, Prime Minister
Imiran Khan directed that all
possible steps should be
taken o cradicate corruplion
in LDA and that action
should be taken against those
who cause obstructions in

mega projecis, NI

Nursery to 8th class resumption

delayed till F

e
1

ISLAMABAD: The government has delayed

S

the refurn of students of nursery fo 8th classes
fo schools &ill February 1.

Four injured in blast on Quetta’s

QUETTA: At least four
people were injured in a blast
near a passenger bus on
Duciia’s Sariab Road on Sat-

urday.

On being informed police
and rescue officials rushed o
the scene and shifted the
wounded 1o the hospital,
Meanwhile, & heavy contin.

nl of police, along with the

dFD]s]m:rﬂJ squad reached
the site of the explosion and
cordoned off the arca as in-
vestigations into the incident
wenl underway.,

An official of the bomb
disposal squad said that in

Sariab Road

was o home=mad device
packed with five-kilogram
explosive material, Motive
behind the explosion was el
io b asceriained, the official
said. Meanwhile, Balochis-
tan home minisler con-
demned the incident and
directed authoritics  ¢on-
cerned 1o submit & report al
the carliesi. He directed to
provide the best medical fa-
cilities 1o the wounded peo-
ple.

The home minister said
that the culprt involved in
the meident will be takea o
task. Earlier on January 10,

six people had been injured
in an gxplosion in Balochis-
tan"s Turbal district. Accord-
ing 10 rescue sources, fwo
vehicles had been partially
damaged in the explosion
near Cinema Chowk. All the
injured people had been
shifted 1o District Hospital
Turbat, On getting informa-
tion, heavy contingenis of
police and Frontier Constab-
ulary had reached the site
and cordoned it off with in-
vestigations launched 1o as-
certun the intensity of the
blast, MM

Govt starts showering funds on MPs
ahead of Senate polls

ISLAMABAD: The Pak-
istan  Tehreek-g-Insal-led
govemments in the federa-
tion and the province have
started showenng funds upon
their member parliaments as
Senate elections preparations
2ol momenium,

he government has re-
leased RsB30million funds
for 2594 developmeni
schemes in Faisalabad, The
TV channiel reported that the
Member Punjab Assemibl
will initiate 60 percent devel-
opmenl schemes in their con-
stitwencies while Member
National Assembly would
announce remaining  forty
poreeni development

schemes in their constituen-
cies, The Senate elections
are likely 1o be held late Feb-
Fuary of :a.rl:f March as the
half of the Senators would
refire in March afler com-
pleting their six-year tenune.
The ruling party PTI is ex-
pected fo wan 20 o 22 seals
that would help them iake
hold of the Upper House of
the FB.I"I':II.'I}EI“ as well and
would pave way for them to
pass the legislation.

The Senate polls in Pak-
istan are nolonous for horse-
trading and vote=buying and
the government this lime has
moved the Supreme Court
secking guidance on its plans

to hold the elections through
open  balling  through &
presidential relerence.

The move of open ballot-
ing for Senate polls has been
made to avoid any unwanted
surprises that may jeopardise
the PTI"s hopes o get hold of
the Senate and its chances o
adopt legislation including &
rellback of 15th amendment
that are facing strong resist-
ance by the o a8

In the last Senate clections
too, the PTI had expelied
from the party 20 MPAs who
had allegedly sold their voles
and left the PTI with lesser
number of Senale winmers.
WM

Howewer, the mnth and
10th graders and college and
university students will re-
sume classes, as announced
carlier. The development
ook place after the country’s
COVID-19 nerve  centre,
NCOC [MNational Command
and Operation Centre], ex-
minﬁ; COTONAVINIS inci-
dence trend in the mun:r'y
and the learning losses sul-
fered by studenis due to
thepandemic-induced  pro-
longed closure of educa-
Lokl institutions,

The NWOOC meeling,
chaired by Planning and De-
velopment  Minisier Asad
Umar, was also attended by
federal and provincial health
and education ministers, ¢i-
ther in person or via video-

link.

On Jan 4, the federal gov-
ermment had announced the
phased resumption of in-per-
son  learning in  around
300,000 educational instifu-
tions countnywide from Jan
15. It, however, slightly
changed the plan on the ad-
vice of the M *on Friday.
Federal Education Minister
Shafqat Mehmood told re-

rs  that students of
grades 912 would resume
cducation in-persen on Jan
18, as announced earlier,
while those in Aursery 1o
grade 8§ would return to
school on Feb 1, instcad of
Jan 25, mainiaining less than
30 cent attendance,

¢ said there was no
change in the plan of reopen-

eb 1

ing of the countrywide uni-
versities and colleges on Feb
I. The minister said no stu-
dents would be promoted
without examinations in the
current year, and thercfore,
the decision o resume
classes from 9 to 12 was
miade, He said the coroa-
avirus data showed that from
Moy 26, the decline in the
vinus incidence had not been
significant, necessitaling a
bhalance between the health
and education secbors 1o en-
sure the safety of students.
Shafgat sad studenis had
sulfered huge leaming losses
in 2020 due to the pandemic-
induwced  school  closures,
which were decided by the
overnment to pratect chil-
n's health. He said when
the government announced
that o was closing schools
during the second wave of
the virus on Mov 26, the av-
crage daily number of deaths
was five and cases over 500,
The minister said the ex-
perts insisted that the infiec-
tion rate in the country was
highly  influcnced
schools, *The latest siatistics

show that the positivity ratio |
gone down to 6.10 from |]
7.4, which is still compara- |;
tively high. The number of |,

has

critical COVID-=19 paticnis
has increased 1o 2,300 and
the average morality rate
has improved just a liitle
too,” b said,

CM Sindh promises rehabilitation for
Mehmoodabad nullah affectees

FARACHE: Chief Minis-
ter Sindh Murnd Ali Shah
chaired Karachi Coordina-
fion Commuillee SeEsion on
Saturday 1o deliberate over
Mechmoodabad Mullah®s en-
croachmients.

The session, atended by
key officials from federal,
provincial, and city govern-
meenis and other institutions,
was briclied that the 19.03-
kilometer lomg nullah had a
number of encroachments
some of which have been re-
maoved,

There ane mone encroach-
menis that have vet o be re-
maoved, the session was told.

However, the CM said those
aggrieved as a result of this
clearance drive will be reha-
bilitated. He acknowledged
ihi undersianding ensured by
those whose structures wene
being razed down in the
drive,

It iz our city and we wall
not leave affectees alone,
said the CM, noling that ihe

vernment is looking after
their rehabilitation arrange-
menis.

Priesent in the session wene
federal ministers Asad Umar,
Aminul Hagque, and Al

Zaidi, and representing the
city wene Commissioner

Mushaal accuses India of planning Yasin Malik’s judicial murder

ISLAMABAD: The wile
of JKLF leader Mohammad
Yasin Malik has alleged that
the Indian government is
planning 1o commil a judi-
cial munder of ber husband.

In a tweet on Saturday,
Mushasl Hussein Mullick

said “My video mﬁuﬁc in
English against the fabri-

caled charge sheet filed

ainst Mohammad Yasin
Malik in TADA court by In-
dian Authontics to plan a ju-
dicial murder frecdom for
kashmir free political prison-
ers free Yasin Malik,

A fow days ago Indian au-
thorities filed a charge-sheet
against Jammu and Kashmir

Liberation Fromt (JKLF)
leader Yasin Malik and nine
others in a special Terrorist
And Disruplive Aclivilics
(TADA) court in the 1990
kidnapping of Rubaiva Say-
eed, daughier of the then
Union home minisier Multi
Muhammad Sayyed. In
April 2019, Malik was ar-

rested by the Indian author-
tizs in connection with a so-
called terror-funding case.
The development happened
a month afler JELF was
banned by the Indian gov-
emment. Mushaal Husszin
Mullick, a human righis ac-
tivist and wife ol Kashmin
leader Yasin Malik.

Clhiaiens

5> Save a life
Save Humani.
Sumalzai Trust

o -..-T.:i-..."pi; Abdul Haleara .F.m,['u..r L FPreT | |
A P VR ] ) 0O
Askarl Bank Myvzap Chowhk Qrueiia,

Karachi and ns Adminisira-
{{n A

CM Murad Al Shah said
the commifiee has hamded
over Bs30 million to Com-
missioncr Karachi for the
purpose of resetiling the vie-
tims of nullah clearance
drive,

Scparately, the Mational |;

Diisaster Management Au-
thonty {MDMA) chairman L
Cren Akhtar Nawaz Satti and

Frontier Works Organization ||

(FWO)y officials were also
present, NN
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pposition, govt:
senators cross

swords over
NAB !
ISLAMABAD: The opposis
tion in the Sensie came hard
e i s
blamed ih

t of the PML

Eﬂl‘ all these problems and

i with
vegards to price hike and inflad
tion and insisted the governd
ment was focused on the
reforms in various seclors

irus, made
e e
on inflation had failed vo bring
oul, i

ing the debate, PPP par4
.iiamr:nl‘:ry leader Se-uﬁ;
Rchman said thai the

ban they the regulator 1d
fold an inquiry over Ghem
We reject this [ uiry
pbviously nothing wi
prhtndfﬁmnmmnmﬁ
iwo and a half years, the govy
ernment will still say that wa
are in crisis because of the lasi

A

ildhood. Yet
let this sitd
ion continue for three da

“mmu‘mﬁmii:ﬂi:
pponse to this in the i
mwmu%pm&munm
responsibility for this? i
Benalor Sherry  said  thay
ihere's an INCrease in gas sup-

demand every January)
%;;HEIHMIM

ity has to be ind
breased for ind
s, “If we look at
crude,

i

quenl, our circular debt was
Fising. sector was being
run on an ad hoe basis, Mins

the opposition instead
mqg mf'ﬁm. Cioverd

ely, the ondinance kepl
ng on a House commitleg
and it died there, bul nong
touched it™. 1
Babar Awan said that if the
House ook a decision objecd
bively that the looted moncy

Pakistan  would
h:l:mdlhlunogi
above the law and no ab-
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Container
Shortage

The recent revival in Pakistan’s exports is under
threat because there aren’t enough shipping
containers to get the goods across the sea. The
global supply chain tripped up by the material
shortage of sh iriug containers has hit Pakistan
hard. The problem is not going away anytime
soon. The coronavirus’s global impact on trade
and a plunge in Pakistan's imports have led to
a shortage of incoming shipping containers,
with freight charges rising as much as ten times.
The problem will significantly affect our textile
sector the most, which has been experiencing a
boom recently.
As if the pandemic’s shocks were not enough:
we are now facing a deeply-troubling logistics-
induced challenge. As a result, both the country
and the merchants are facing big problems. The
container crisis paints a grim picture for our
government, which hoped to gain economic sta-
bility after a rise in exports. If the authorities do
not take swift steps to address the challenge, our
exporters’ operations will continue to be dis-
rupted. Naturally, the government’s revenue
and manufacturers’ profits will fall.
The government must subsidise part of the im-
port fees for empty and used containers. It must
also assign the concerned authority to monitor
any possible monopoly by freight forwarders to
alleviate the container shortage for exporters.
Besides this, the government and the Port
Qasim Authority must use their relationships
with shipping lines to get more services and ca-
pacity to Pakistan’s poris.

here is no easy resolution to solve the absence
of containers, which is a global problem. A bet-
ter approach would be to adopt a hybrid solu-
tion. We should go with a mix of incentivising
the shipping companies and seeking help from
China, the biggest shipping container manufac-
turer. Additionally, we can look inward to assist
our exporters by using containers lying around

in other poris due to a surplus.
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America in decline?
Muhammad Al Siddigi
THEY say one should read  rocked ihe US, democracy  US o hold presidential eleg-

the commentary and not the
text of these three books:
Das Kapital, Mein Kampf
and Oswald Spengler’s T
Decline of the West, [ have
read the Cerman leader’s
book from (17} . and
confincd mﬁfmﬁm
mentarics on the other two. It
is Spengler who is relevant
to what follows:Among the
signs of a civilisation’s de-
cline Spengler mentions 15 a
devastating civil war, fol-
lowed by a geographical
shifl in the focus of power.
Spengler’s book was pub-
lished in 1918, He dicd be-
fore World War 11 broke out,
but what he predicted umed
owl to be rue. Western civil-
isation's it civil war
began in Europe in 1914 and
ended afler a Car truce in
1945, This was followed by
an astonishingly rapid shift
in geopolitical power from
Europe to the North Amen-
can continent. This shifi
across “the ditch® means
Western  civilisation  has
many mone cenlunics o
Nounish.

We can see this patlern
elsewhere, The Mongol
holocaust and the sack of
Baghdad in 1258 cannot be
called a civil war, Meverthe-
bess, it led to the destruction
of the Arab — not 1slamic —
civilisation, bocause goopo-
litical cr found new bas-
tions tor the Islamic culture
to bloom in the CHioman
Empire and in Safavid and
Mughal sultanates, all three
Turkic. In the Otloman case,
the empire lnsted six cen-
turies, two (1 5th and 164h) in
glory and the rest in sicady,
unlike the Mughals® sudden,
decling walil its collapse in
1918, This was the nadir off
Arab-lslamic civilisation, |s
America in decline? ﬂ}ﬂu.
there are no major signs of it
Minor signs, yes, but Amer-
ica's positive indicators are
far stronger than those of a
negative nature,

n spitc of the ‘gates’ that

stood firm,

It is wrue the quality of
Amcrican  presidents  has
been slowly falling. FDR
was the last great president.
Richard Nixon was poien-
tially a statesman. He proved
this by his path-breaking
visit 1o China (courtesy Pak-
istan), but Wa ic ol
him. Jimmy C‘mt:rrﬂhi:wd
something  spectacular at
Camp David » of the
Sinar-recognition swap be-
tween Egypt and lsracl, but
the dizastrous commando
raid on Iran cost him & sec-
ond term. Bill Clinton had all
the assets to go down in his-
tory a5 a greal president, but
Monicagate perjury and the
failure at the second Camp
David conference pulverised
him. Barack Obama will be
remembered as the  first
black American to occupy
the White House, and no
mione. Oithers don't deserve a
mention. Yet, in spate of the
*gates” that rocked the US,
America’s democracy stood
firm, Reason: its robust dem-
oCralic instilulions,

A live civilisation also
puls extraordinary emphasis
on knowledge and is keen (o
spread i, because it can't
stand illiterate sociclics. Mo
wonder, even after the shock
that was 911, Amenca has
continued 1o give scholar-
ships 1o students from Mus-
lim countrics, includi
Pakistan. The benefits o
knowledge export are mu-
tual, since h *ds of thou-
sands of foreign students
have seitled in the US and
conribute 1o research and
mhalnrsheif, besides provid-
ing skilled manpower st all
fevels, Lasi vear alone, séven
Americans, including three
women, won the MNobel
Prize.

Finally, notwithstanding
scamsters who are there
among all peoples, America
5 an honcst society, which
trusts itself. Ever heard of an
interim government in the

tioasT OrF of an AmMerican
clection commission? Thene
i5 indeed a federal election
commission, but it dogsn't
"conduct” clections, s dutics
concern campaign finances.
Contrast this with Pakistan
where a constitutional
amendment had 1o be crafied

for all political partics to
on the choice of a chief
r%nclil:rn commissioner b
cause Pakistanis do nod trust
cach other 1o a level thal is
abominable. Yet, in spite of
the consenses on an election
chiel, challenging the results
has now become de fgueur.
In the US, it is the county
councils which count voles,
and it is rare that doubts ane
casi on the results, In the lat-
¢3l case Donald Trump made
a fool of himself, with even
some Republicans distancing
themselves from hine Yelt, if
there was chaos on the Capi-
el Hill, let’s ales note coursse
comection by Amencan soci-
iy,
y‘l‘hit article doesn’t deal
with America’s foreign pol-
Ky, 115 crmes in many devel-
oﬂng countrics, and the cane
blanche given by AIPAC
puppets o lsrael’s genocide
of the Palestinian people.
These foreign policy depre-
dations do nol represent the
essence of a civilisation that
now mles the world and has

no egquipgotent. The itive
pnims r?:nlinncd about thi
US also hold for
Canada, Auvstralin, MNew

Fealand and most Western
Eura counlres,
The world of Islam and
Europe have acted more in
¢ than in war, The Is-
iw world salvaged the
best of Hellenic and Judeo-
Chrstinn values, contributed
b them and ex this in-
telleciual asset back 1o Eu-
rope to be a facior in the

Renaissance, lslamic her-
itage is an intrinsic of
Western civilisation. Hostil-

ity to the very word “West' is
bigotry. Dawn..

Citizenship education in Pakistan

Dr Naazir Makmood

There was a time in Pak-
istan up uniil the 19705 that
we lsught civics os a subject
o our students at school and
college levels, Then as the
military dictatorship of the
usurper General Ziaul Hag
forcibly drove Pakistan io-
wards an exiremist mindset,
curricula at all levels re-
flected this irend.

Gradually civic education
ncarly evaporated in thin air,
and a distoried view based
on self-nghteowsness of Pak-
istan Swdics and sectarian
education crowded other
subjects out. It has been over
four decades now that we
have seen o crecping and in-
sidiows enosion of Civic sense
in our sociely. Be it the bar-
barcus killing of Usama Saiti
by the Islamabad police, or
the heartless remarks by our
primc minister abowl what he
described as blackmailing by
the bereaved Hazara familics
in Quuetta, all point towards a
callous disregard for our
civic responsibilities, both
by civil and uniformed seg-
ments of our society.

Fortunately, there are ele-
mients of the civil sociely =
both national and interna-
tional = that are still keeping
the Mames of civic education
alive in Pakistan, Fredrick-
Ebert-Sufiung (FES) of Ger-
many and the Pakisian
Institute of Parliamentary
Services (PIPS) are two such
organizations that have
worked to ol the iniro-
duction of civic educaiion in
ihe country. Fredrick Ebert
was one of the two outstand-
ing politicians of German
in the beginning of the zu:i!;'
century. The ;ﬁu:r wis A
gust I, one of the
founders of the Marxist-in-
Muenced Social Democratic
Party of Germany. )

Fredrick Was 3 piv-
olal fgure in the German
Revolution of 191819, He
served as the first president
of Germany from 1919 ull
his untimely death in 1923
just at the age of 54, Had he
lived |nﬂ%_ﬂ.ptr‘|1lpﬁ.ﬂ'lt tra-
jectory of Germany and the
world would have been dif-
ferent. The foundation
named after Fredric Ebert
has been doing valuable
work around the warld to
promote democmtic values.
In Pakistan, it works in close
collaboration with PIPS.
When Zafarullah Khan was
the executive director of
FIPS from 2006 tw 2019,
both the FES and PIPS did
substantial work for imple-
meentation of civic education
in Pakistan,

As an oducationist, one
must iake keen interest in
leaming and teaching mate-
rials that can help our lcam-
iers understand basic values
of & civil society. That iz the
reason why, when | come
across such materials, 1 tend
o share with my resders my
impression. Take, for exam-
ple, the Module of Civic Ed-

ucation develo Fi
farullah and printed by the
FES. Eeiﬁ an ardent sup-
porter of democracy and an
sutherty not enly on civic
education but also on feder-

alism and parliamentary
democracy, Zafarullah ap-
pears (o be the best Gl

wrile such a manual,

The manual is a training
guidc thal scis particular
standards of teaching civics.
It begins by introducing the
vanous models of civie edu-
cation with different nomen-
clafures such as “citizenship
education’ in & majonty of
European couniries, “civic
educstion” in Amenca and
Germany, and “political edu-
cation” in some olher siales,
All trving to convey the
sarmg message thal democ-
Facy is not an aulomatic ma-
ching; rather cach i
benefits from and cares for
its own democracy in accor-
dance with their liar
proach and thinking. By
c‘.u]n:il'l..'iug this, the module
establishes a strong case for
civic education in Pakisian.

Since Zafarullah has tried
o give an essence of other
countries’ experiences, the
moedule explains how 1o
learn from them. Not oaly
can schools and colleges
benefil, but also interachive
sessions can lake advanis
of this readymade modu
that otherwise would have
been difficult o conduct.
The module also gives infor-
maiion about the Malional
Civic Education Act M8
(MCEC Act 2013). The mod-
ule is pew — printed in 2020
by the FES - whereas a
briclin r on the imple-
mnmi?arflglhc MCEC \pmi-
ﬁblishad by PIPS in 2019,

is briching paper isell is
wieful matenal, authored by
Farahnaz Khan who is a
lawver by profession and an
EXPETt 0N BOVEIMANCY ISSUes,

“As Dr Jochen HiEElcr
highlights in the forward 1o
the bricfing paper, “in any
democratic state, ithe trust in
democratic institutions and
procedures s an essential
factor for resilient peace at
all levels of government™.
And that is one reason why
we need evic education m
Pakistan. In the context of
Pakistan, civic education can
play a crucial role in
strengthening and promoding
democratic pnnciples and
values, It is an almwost estab-
lished fact in funclioning
democracies that a ceriain
level of open-mindedness
enhances people’s beliel and
pariicipation in democracy,

In a country such as Pak-
tstan, wherne anti-democratic

forces have a I
upper  hand, iuci -

mindedness is missing. This
absence has cultivated dis-
criminalion inst democ-
racy. Civic education helps
us advocate for the climina-
tion of = or a1 least reduction
in = aich discnmination that

also subsumes inequalitics
based on caste, class, colour,
of creed. Our siate in Pak-
istan has been lamenting
over its inability to K

unily among its  people,
withoul realizing that such
unity should not mean uni-
formity. We cannot develop
a single nation by denving
the rights of its nationalities.

We can build a nation not
by slogans of unity or by
chanting national songs; we
can do it only il we enable
our citizens (o understand
their role. That means that
the saurce of power in s0¢i-
ety is nol the barrel of 8 gun
but ihe ballof box. Civic ed-
ucation teaches us that peo-
ple's wvoles should be
powerful enough to hold
their leaders accouniable,
and that accountability is not
the prerogative of a select
few sitting in courtrooms, or
in MAB olTices, or al the
GHOL I e fieel W=
ered to judge the perform-
ance  of their leaders,
democracy thrives.

For the past 74 years, we
have demeaned democracy,
deprived people of their right
o make decisions, kicked
the civil society around, and
maligned and cven murdersd
many of the leaders who be-
ligwed in people, That has re-
sulted in a
feels disenfranchised even if
we hold elections under a
carctaker government, Many
carctaker governments have
iried 1o act not as carctakers
bt as underiakers of democ-
racy in Pakistan. People noed
o understand this, and the
process siarts with  basic
civic education al our educa-
tional institutions, al the
community level, and =t
local government Liers.,

ZLafarullah Khan has also
developed information packs
for Civie Education Acts for
all provinces in Pakistan, For
-:xarth:. the  Information
Pack for Civic Education Act
in the Provincial Assembly
of Balochisian serves as re-
source material for the con-
sideration of the Balochistan
Assembly. The pack high-
lights the importance of civic
education for youth so that
they can play an effective
role in strengthening demo-
cratic  valwes  in  their
?mvincc. To do this, some

undamental knowledge of
the constiiution, lundamen-
tal rights, and the parliamen-
tary institutions in  the
COUntry is & BeCcEssary ingre-
dient, We should be de-
lighted that the parfiament of
Pakisian passed the MOEC
Act in 2008 but thai was
only for the Islamabad Cap-
ital Territory, We can also
take pride that MMNAs from
both the opposition and the
treasury vioted for it But our
delight and pride remain un-
fulfilled unless our provinces
also legislae sinular bills.
Since education is a de-
volved subject. The news.,

populace that | preak

A.G. Noorani

IM the course of the clec-
tion campaign for the Lok
Sahha Ihl]:a. Marendra Modi
warned the police, especially
the Central Bureau of Inves-
|i;:|tim_ that one day, he and
his parly, the Bharativa
Janata Party, would also
come to power. Since he be-
came prime minister of India
in May 2014, Modi has fully
lived up to his theeat,

This is nol o say that other
politicians smell of roses,
What distinguishes Narendra
Modi is the systematic abuse
of the investigation agencies
in an organised campaign o
crush :Iu:n:l wipe out the eniine
opposition, mew?
are full of reports u: CASES
launched against  persons
who are in opposition o the
Modi regime.

Mohammed Yasin Malik's
case alone provides o revieal-
ing example of this vendeita,
He is leader of the Jammu
and Kashmir Liberation
Front, a successor o Mag-
bool Bhat, who was executed
by the government of India
in 1984 in retaliation for the
murder of an Indian diplomat
in the UK. Like Bhal, Yasin
Malik stood for Kashmir's
independence. This ranged
him against the pro-Pakistan
Syed Al Shah Geelani and
Maulana Umer Faroog.

Like all others, the out-
of militancy in Kash-
mir in 1989 provided them
with an epporiunity to play
martyr. Before loag, a new
ourlfil appeared on the scene,
the Hizbul Mujshideen,
which iz for Kashmir's sc-
cession (o Pekisian, Unlike
the Jamemu and Kashmir Lib-
eration Front, the Hizb is an
amalgam of panics opposed
to India — vastly more pow-
erful and active than the
Jammin and Kashmir Libera-
ticey Froat. The Hizh's |
standing leader is Syed
Salahuddin. Like the Turk,
the Hizb tolerted no mval. It
soon launched a campaign to
eliminate the rival cadre and
its: leadiers.

Yasin Malik’s case i a re-
vealing example of Moda's
political vendetta. Maiiers
came to such a pass thal on
April 2, 1993, the Hizbul

ujahideen and Jammu and
Kashmir Libcration Froni
signed a written agreement
with four ¢laboraie points on
good behaviour by both
sides. Yasin Malik has a
monomental o bul was
avware of the realities. He had
become a nobody. As Amar
Singh Dulat, former head of
the Research and Analysis
Wing (India’s external intel-
ligence agency) remarked:
“Yasin Malik was burnt out
by 1993 or 19947

Persecution will infuse life
in him and make him a mar-
tyr. The charges are; a special
couri  “framed  charges
against Jammu and Kashmir
Liberation Front  chiel
Muhammad Yasin Malik in
the Rubaiya Sayeed case, 31
years after then union home

Police & prosecution

minister's daughier was ab-
ducied by militants”™, This
Was Nl mews,

Malik is lodged in Tihar

{'ui:l. i :!l"n.'{-w Dtnglhi in an al-
eped illegal funding case.
TIEL‘ .Tunt:l?'n.u and }{ﬁﬁhmir
Liberation Front has becn
banned since 2019,

“For 31 years, he was nei-
ther armested nor summoned
in the case. What is the exi-
gency now? They [the gov-
ernment] want to stop him
Trom coming ol of jail,” said
Yasin Malik's friends. His
family maintain that his trial
was unfair,

Malik said in & letter writ-
ten in prison that he had “de-
clared unilateral ceasefire”™ in
1994 “without surrendering
his ideol 1o gIve peace a
chance™ gﬂhr: “ﬁﬁiﬂm: of
top intelligence oficers” and
civil society members, and
that in exchange for pursuing
a peacelul protest rather than
an armed struggle he was
promised political space.

Lord Denning set the legal
tone for police depariments
o follow ithe law in an im-
partial MAnmer, in a CASE resl-
ing on the same principles on
which India’s supreme court
intervencd in e Hawala
scandal. Confidendial insirsc-
tions had been issued 1o the
Metropolitan Police to not
proceed against clubs violat-
ing gambling rules un
there were complaints of
cheating or other major of-
fences. Implicit in such di-
rections Wis official
connivance where violation
of gambling laws was being
committed, The policy deci-
sion was aken back,

In a pronouncement
widely regarded as prece-
dent-setting, Lord Denning
said: “1 hold it to be the duty
of the Commissioner of Pol-
ice, as it is of every chicl
consiable, 1o enforce the law
of the land. *He must lake
steps 50 60 post his men that
crimes may be detected, and
the honest cilizens may o
about their affairs in peace.
He must decide whether or
nod suspecied persons ane o
be prosecuted and, if necd be,
bring the proseculion or g¢
that it is broughi, but in all
these things be is not the ser-
vani of anyone, save of the
law itselll "Moo Minister of
the C'rown can tell him that
he must, or must not, keep
observation on this place or
nol, or that he must, or must
nol, prosecute this man or
that man. Mor can any police
authority tell him so. The re-
sponsibility for law enforce-
ment lies on him. He is
answerable o the low and to
the low and the law alone.™

Yasin Malik is not the only
Hurriyat leader 1o face
charges. The highly re-
spected Mir Waiz Umer Fa-
roog also faces harassment,

All this is a total reversal
of the legal position, The po-
lice is a creature of a statule.
Mo politician in power can
tinker with it. Dawn..

Petrol prices increases 03 Rupees per liter-Mews

Fighting terrorism

Malik Muhammad Ashraf

While there are no two
opinions about the fact that
our valiant sccurity forces
and law enforcing agencics
have broken the back of the
terrorists and cleared Pak-
istami termitory of their oul-
Mz, they still retain their
ability 1o stage attacks on
symbols of state power and
civilians, OF late, Balochis-
an seems o be their pre-
ferred target. The provinoe
has been in the grip of sectar-
tan and tist terrorism
for a long time, The cold-
blooded murder of 11 miners
belonging to the Hazara
community carried out by
Lashkar-¢-Jhangvi in collab-
oration with Dacsh was pre-
ceded by the attack onan FC

in Hamai on the night of
ber 26, 2020, in
which 7 FC soldiers were
martyred and an assault on a
convoy of securily lorces in
Omars in October in which
several soldiers and security
guards were martyred; this
suggests that the fight
against Lerronsis 15 nol yet
OVET,

These incidents, however,
in mo way reflect on the ded-
ication and commitment of
the nation and its secunt
forces to  climinate this
scourge. DG ISPR, in a
presser revealed that durin
the last twenty years, 12
operations were conducted
o rool oul lerror oulfiis
killing 18004 of them be-
sides climinating and captur-
ing 1100 Al Qaeda

ives, Pakistan  also

red intelligence with 70
countnies, The effort, accord-
ing to him, cost the country
E3000 lives including civil-
ians and sccunty personnel
and financial loss to the tune
of £126 billion. He also as-
seried that over 3,771,000 in-
telligence-based operations
were conducied under oper-
ation Radd-ul-Fazad e-
sultantly, terrorists” support
bases, IECII facilitalors, abet-
tors and financiers have been

climinated and no organised
temrorist infrastmeciure exisis
in Pakistan. He claimed ihat
terrorist incidents had de-
clined by 45 percent and
over S0 percent  termorist
threats were averted during
the last wear. Similarly,
F.arachi has witnessed o de-
cline of 95 percet in inci-
dents  of  terrofism, 98
percent in target killing, 99
percent in extortion and 98
percent in kidnapping for
ARSI
Nepalese climber aces K2
in winters, forms new world
mecond
The dilermma is that terros-
ism in Pakistan has both in-
ternal and external
dimensions. As  for as
Balochistan 15 concerned, it
is India which 15 supporting
the insurgency and acts of
terrorism in the provinee. In-
dian involvement was oor-
roborated by Kulbushan
Sudhir Jhadav, a serving
commander in ihe Indian
Mavy who was arresied on
March 3, 2006 in Balochis-
tan while crossing over from
Iran in a counter-intelligence
operation. He was found in
: ton of a valid Indian
port with a fake name of
ussain Mubarak. During
the investigation, Jhadav
confessed to the Indian intel-
ligence agency RAW being
invelved in destabilising
Pakistan and he was & sery-
ing officer of the Indian
Mavy working in Pakistan at
its behest, He also acknowl]-
edged that he launched
covert  operations  against
Pakistan from the Iranian
port of Chabahar for which
he used to get instructions
from Joint Secretary of RAW
Anil Gﬁm According to
him, RAW had been funding
the Ilii.qu:h ds:ﬂ I tists for
CATYINE ol F INSUIEEncy
operations.  Kulbushanalso
admitted that he had been di-
recling varous actvilies in
Sindh and Balochistan on di-
rections from RAW since

20013 and had a rele in the
deteriorating law and order
situation in Karachi.

DRAP approves use of
Astrafeneca's vaccine
against Covid-19He was
wwarded the death senience
by a military coun after due
process of law, The Iniema-
tional Court of Justice (1CT)
a1 Hague announced its ver-
dict on the Kulbushan Jha-
dav case; while n:j-m:lirg_
Indian plea for annulment
the military court decision of
awarding death senience 1o
him and ordering his relcase
and repatriation to India, it
observed, “Though Pakistan
had been found i vielation
of Article 36 of the Vienna
Convention on Consular Ac-
oess il is mot the conviction
and senfence of Mr Jhadav
which are to be regarded as
viclation of Article 36 of Vi-
cana Convention.” The ver-
dict was a confirmation of
the Indian involvement in
supporting and sponsoring of
terrorism in Pakistan,

RAW, in collaboration
with the Afghan intelligence
agency, NDS, has also been
hchin,g and supporting the
TTP in carrying out acts of
terrorism in Pakistan. [Ir-
refutable corroborative evi-
denee exists about the use of
Afghan soil concerning APS
and Badaber Airbase attacks.

PDM 10 be aggrieved over
under-rated show: Firdows

The situation  left no
choiee for Pakistan but 1o
take o unilateral decision to
fence the entire border s
fween Fakisian and
Alghanisian and sct up
walch posis o check cross-
border movement of the ter-
ronsts.  Reportedly, 83
gu:m:nt of the fencing of the

611 km  border  with
Afghanistan has been com-
pleted so far and the rest is
likely 10 be completed mid-
year. Similarly, 37 percent of
fencing al the Pak-lran
border has also been esiab-
lished. The Aation..

Farrukh Khan Pitafi

An argument had broken
oul. A few peers were debat-
ing whether India’s Hindutva
mob would give the same
love-jihad treatment o Ka-
rtla Harris and Nikki Haley
that was méted oul 1o com-
mon Indian citizens, il it
could lay its hands on them,
of course. One group be-
ligved that the mob was 20
fall of hate that it would not
spare anyone, The other
posited that the Indian clite
was oo shrewd to fall for
this. It would not alicnate
anyone in a position of

er. 1 sal there inmerd,
silently drinking my coffee
and contemplating this mo-
miend in history.

To those who still do not
know, love jihad or Romeo
jihad is & pame given 1o o
conspiracy theory that Mus-
limt meen, &5 & pant of an inter-
national strategy, seduce and
converl Indian nonMuslim,
mostly Hindu women. Since

its prigin in 2008, the th
sprmuﬁa.ﬁ the Hindutva’s del-
imition of the other has
broadened. Now it is about
Abrahamic faiths.

S0, yvou could say that
Harris who is marmied to o
Jewish gentleman, and Haley
married to a Christian man
could bear the brunt of this
hatred. 1 do not think Tor a
second thal the mob would
spare anvoné iF i1 had the
POWEr, trick i% never o
et it rise 0 a position of
power. Sadly, of the two,
Haley, ter of a woman
wronged by India's toxic
masculinity and majoritari-
anism, showed us she was
ready to legitimise this mob
b enjoy @ E:lw exira perks,

Ride that tiger even if it
devours your sisters back at
home., Since its inceplion,
India has boen a victim of the
dissociative identity disorder
previously known as the
multiple personality syn-
drome. It has two distinet but
interchangeable  personali-
ties. One, inclusive, Wwlerant,
progressive, and secular that
wrode India’s Constitution,
The other hostile, intoleran,
petty, vindictive, and reduc-
tive which threatens o dis-
mantle it brick by brick and

|
3
d

Two Indias

remake it afier its own
image. The latter claims the
former was just a construct
miade by the country"s Angli-
cised leﬁlc.

When you look at the man
ruling India today, Marendra
Modi, the poster child of
Indin's majoritanan hatred,
you find it hard to rebut that
claim, Indiz’s regression
nodwithsianding, the first
personality, despite being
under growing pressung,
does exist, There are Indians
who stand for what is right.
The rights of the minoritics,
of women, of the r, and
the oppressed. Their battle
for survival may define the
future of civilisation. Not a
civilisation. The civilisatkon.

The claims of the majon-
tarian mob could have been
accepted of it really was
about religion. It is not, It is
about a perverse definition of
race. India’s upper casies be-
ligve that they are descen-
danis  of Aryans and
therefore superior to others,

This of course is a myth,
One, because there has been
quite a while since the pur-
ported Arvan exodus took

lace and it would have been
impossible 1o stop the inter-
mingling of mces. Two, be-
cause even by the shallow
racist standards there is linde
distinction in the appearance
of the Indizn upper and
lower castes, The neo-Mazis
then, despite the Hinduiva
infatuation with the cause,
ar¢ unlikely to accept them
as their own,

As the works of Louis
Rousselet, Arthur Gobineau,
Paul Topinard, and Ciustave
Le Bon show, the Indian
Aryan myth is neither an
English construct nor Ger-
mian, it was invented by the
French in the vain hope of
building an empire in India.
'i'tmmglxilm 15 over, but the
discase sull persists.

S, India’s problen is that
the majoritarian mob is in
fact o minorty. A violent,
MHSY, bigi?lc-d. and powerful
minorly bul 8 minority nevs
ertheless. Look at it through
this prism and you realise
that it is neither about a
Hindu Raj nor a Hindu Rash-

tra. It is about an upper-caste
raj and rashirm. The same
upper caste which like Don
Cuixote is desperate 1o be
what it is noL. Nothing can go
wrong then. Right? It is plain
that once they are done sor-
ing the Muslims, the Chris-
tans and unintegrated faiths
out, ll(l::lﬁam bound 1o um on
cach other,

The depressed casies, a
huge populalion in compari-
son o the upper casics,
would be next. For now,
however, the presence of
Muslims, Christians, Sikhs
{a religious community
Haley's parents belonged 1o
and the Hindutva mob claims
it 15 Hindu while it refuses 1o
accepd that charactensation),
and other faiths not ready 1o
b swallowed by this mega-
integralion project makes 11s
task casy,

A question anses then:
why did the mob bring Modi
o power?T Self-confessedly
he is not from the upper
caste, Then why? Because it
is convenienl, His namow
menial bandwidih ensures be
remains a force of destruc-
tipn and hate, and his wnvar-
nished ambition k him a
slave to the upper caste bil-
lignamires and the R3S leader-
ship. A Trojan horse,

And while Modi has de-

India’s economy, ¢3-
pecially the poor and the
working-class, for billbon-
aires he has been nothing
shont of divine inervention.
Consider him the East India
Company, owned and oper-
ated by new Indian masiers.
But the homogenisation proj-
cot cannod 2o too far India’s
tragedy is while it sees
itself as a potential counter-
weight to China, it is too di-
wverse o emulate China's
homogeneity. After every
gty ok gy A

Be cullune change.

'ﬁ: local culiures guard
their individuality pealously.
When it comes 1o operational
ground realities, secularism
and tolerance are essential,
exizeniial siaples of its ¢o0=
nomic health, | would hazard
a guess that India’s founding
fathers knew India betier
Express Tribune..
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Australia’s Mathan
Lyon(C) cclebrates  his
wicket of India’s batsman
Rohit Sharma with [(cam-
mates on day two of the
fourth cricket Test match be-
iween Australia and India ai
the Gabba in Brishane on Jan
i6, 2021. — AFP

Indian baisman Rohit
Sharma departs afier his dis-
missal on day two of the
fourth crnicket Test match be-
twieen Mustralia and India al
the Gabhba in Brishane on Jan
16, 2021, — AFP A heavy
downpour frustrated Aus-
tralia on day two of the
fourth Test decider in Bris-
bane on Saturday, with play
abandoned afller tea and
India spared from resuming
on 62 for two in reply o the
home side’s first innings of
369, India number ree
Cheteshwar Pujara was eight
nod o, with «in coplain
Ajinkya Rahane on two at
the tea-break, before a stiorm
broke over the (rabha.

With more rain forccasi
over the remaining days,
Australia may have litle

Australia frustrated as rain dampens

decider Test against India

L
me i bowl India out twice
and scal the senes 2-1.

Home captain Tim Paine
betrayed his displeasure in
an animated discussion with
the ficld umpires after they
i ed the Nield and called
ofl procecdings. India, how-
cver, will have been more
than happy to tum in carly,
The tounsts only need to
draw the Test to retain the
Border-Gavaskar  Trophy,
iwe vears afler their break-
through 2-1 series win in
Ausiralia in 2018/19,

To e ¢ with a tied se-
res would be a massive
achievement for Rahane's

sldc, WHIC 5 Pt
mounting  injury  toll
throughout and lacked a sin-

gle Nirsi-choice bowler io call
on in Brsbane. Australia,
thwaried by Incia’s wounded
batsmen in the driaam Test in
Sydney, are likely 1o ponder
another lost opportunily on
day two, having resumed in
the moming on 274 for five.
Paine (50) and all-rounder
Cameron Green (47) were in
pood shape to help se1 a plat-
form for a much bigger total
but promptly surrendercd in
a batiing collapse when three
wickets fell in four runs.
Faine was caught in the

slips by Rohit Sharma off
paceman Shardur Thakur,
with Green following after
M;::E bowled by all-rounder
Washingion Sundar, one of
two Test debutants in the In-
dian side. Pat Cummins (2}
became the third wvictim
when trapped Thay by Thakur,

Fla:u'nE his 100th Test,
Lyon soaked up the acclaim
of the home crowd, pushing
Australia past 350 before he
was bowled by Sundar for 24
ofl 22 balls. Starc chipped in
a valuable unbeaten 20 be-
fore paceman T Matarajan
(3-78), the second of Indis™s
Test debutants but the pick of

their bowlers, wnip]}rd u
the innings by bowling .lm-E
Hazlewood for 11, India®s
reply began shakily afler
lunch, with ithe indefa-
tiguable Pat Cummins hav-
ing opener Shubman Gill
caught in the slips for seven.
Rohit and Pujara built a
49.run partnership before the
former threw away his
wicket for 44 when he at-
tncked Lyon and top-cdged
to Starc at long-on.Dawm..

England build commanding lead on back of Root’s

GALLE:  Joe  Root
nodched his first Test century
in more than a year and Dan
Lawrence made an impres-
sive debut as England took
control in o rain-atfected first
Test against Sri Lanka here
on Friday,

Root was unbeaten on 163
off 254 balls and Lawrence
made 73 from 150 deliveries
with England cruising 1o
320=4 before ruin denied e
ther play on the second day
afler tea at the Galle Interna-
tional Stadium,

The visitors now lead by
185 runs with six wickels in
hand on a wicket that has
staried 10 show signs of
plenty of spin.

England had ratiled 5n
Lanka for 135 in the first in-
nings inside the first two ses-
sions on  Thursday with
off-spinner Dom Bess claim-
ing 5-30 and veleran seamer

funrt Bropd picking 3-210,

Root and Lawrence defied
5ni Lanka's plans witha 173-
run stand as wicket-keeper
Miroshan Dickwells twice
missed opporiunities 1o hold
onto  the edges off
Lawrence's bat Oil-spinner
Dilruwan Perera finally got
the breakthrough late in the
second session with the sec-
ond mew  ball  when
Lawrence gloved a caich 1o
forward short leg, The Essex

unbeaten century

rity in his debut Test with his
back fooi and front food
drives and ¢ven played ex-
quisite cut shols against
spinners. He hit six fours and
hiz debut hall century also
included a six over mid-
wicket off slow lefi-armer
Lasith Embuldeniva, who
was 5n Lanka®s most suc-
cesslul bowler with 3-131,
Earlier, Root survived a leg
before wickel television re-

ferral off Perera’s second
ball of il day afier the sian
was delayed T minuics be-
cause of rain.

But Embuldeniya gm
overnight batsman  Joany
Bairstow caught in shor
gully. Bairstow couldn’t add
to his overnight 47 but added
a vital 114 with his skipper.

Root, 66 overnight, com-
pleted his 18th Test century
and second in Sn Lanka with
a single in the first over afler
lunch off 163 balls with
seven fours as the England
v:n‘n:m grew in confidence.

I was Rool"s lirst Test
century ince scoring 226
against MNew JZealand i
Hamillon in Movember
2009, Rool continued o
dominate the spinners and
reached 150 off 225 balls
when he guided Em-
buldeniva behind point for a
single. Dawm.,

it
Wiy

The South African crickel team arrived in Karachi on Safurday to play twe

Tests and three Tweniy20 internationals on their first tour of Pakistan in

14 years.

Wasim wields axe as Pakistan pick nine
uncapped players for SA Test series

§ MInE uncappe
players were inducted on Fri-
day in & new-look Pakisian
squad for the upcoming two-
match Test scrics against
South Adrica as new chiel se-
lector Mohammad Wazim
wiglded axe on :is}u MEm-
bers — including Shan Ma-
so0d, Hans Sohail,
Mohammad Abbas  and
MNaseem Shah — of the side
that towred Mew Zealand re-
cently, Included in the 20-
man party for the first ime in
the longest format arc bats-
men Kammn Ghulam, Saod
Shakeel, Agha Salman and
Abdullah Shafig, who will

compete wilth Imran Buit 1o
paringr Abid Ali at the top of
the order, while spinners
Maunman Al and Sajud Khan
have been picked alongside

TII"I'I

Rk

pace dud ik
Haris Raufl
Haszan Ali has been recalled
afier the fit-again Pakistan
paceman — who last played
for the tﬂunlr& during the
20019 30-over World Cup in
England — had performed
brillianily while keading Cen-
iral Punjab in the Quaid-c-
Azam Trophy. All-rounder
Mohammad Mawaz has also
returned to the Test fold after
four vears in the wilderness,
Apart from Shan, Haris So-
hail, Abbas and Maseem, the
seleciors  have  left ol
Shadab Khan, Imam-ul-Hag,
Sohail Khan and Zafar Gohar
with Wasim categoricall

saving all these players will
now spend their time cither
at the Lahore-based National
High Performance Centre or

I i

respective regional centres Lo
work on their Naws,
Announcing the squad —
that will be pruned to 16
members for the start of the
opening Test at bere from Jan
26 — at a crowded media
conlerence at the Mational
Stadium, Wasim welcomed
the neweomers in an ac-
knowledgment of being con-
sistent  performers o
domestic compelilions,
“These [nine] plavers are
now just & sicp away from
R_Iu ing for Pakistan in the
ighest form of cricket and
they have been alforded a
golden chance 1o showcase
their class and polential,™
Wasim, who scored 107 on
his Test debut against New
Zealand at Lahore in 19546,
snid, “This is just reward for
iheir consisient performandce,
hard work and perscverance
in what has been a difficuli
iod because the season is
ing staged under strict
Covid-19 protocols  with
players confined 1o bio-sg-
cure bubble environment,™
The axing of Shan and Hanis
was always on the cards afler
both left-handers endured a
horrendous series in New
Lealand as Pakistan lost both
Tests at Mount Maunganui
and Christchurch. Dawmn,.

AENMHENE
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Maverick ex-
pacer Shoaib
Akhtar’s out-
bursts have many

contradictions

ISLAMABAD: Shoaib
Akhtar continwed with his out-
bursts against the Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCE) this
week when he said the spon
has been on a decling since
2000 dwe to the adminisir-
tors” wrong policics and aver-
age appoiniments. However,
for the knowledgeable critics,
his ongoing tirsde remains full
of contradiciions,

I an interview on Thursdsy
with a private TV channel, the
mavernick fast bowler said he
didn"t even remember the
namis of any PCB Chairman
from his playing davs. This
potentially included Li Gen
(retired) Tawgir Zia, the PCH
chairman from 1999 1o 2003,
who is credited for setting up
the state-of-the-ar High Per-
formance Centre as well as
spreading a network ol cricket
grounds across the country.

CGien Taugir Zis is credited
for rescuing Shoaib Akhtar's
sinking international carcer in
1999 afier he was suspended
from bowling on the tour of
Australia when he was found
to boast an illcgal bowling ac-
tion. Then, Taugir Zia had
used his influence and con-
tacts with the [CC and with
the support of the then ICC

ident Jaghrmiohan Dalmiya
ﬁchairr:'agu technical com-
mittee Sir Clyde Walcout, had
nod only succeeded in over-
furning the suspension but
later drove changes to the reg-
ulations relating with the ille-
gal bowling actions.
Following a disastrous 2003
World Cup, it was reporied
Taygir Zia wanied to anl
Shoaib Akhiar as caplain but
then handed over the reigns to
Inzamam-ul-Hag who cap-
taimed the national side unil
2007, “The ercket has been in
a decline sinee 2000, When |
used to play cricket, I didn’t
know the name of the PCB
Chairmen. We (stll) don’t
even remember the names of
those chairmen, These people
come and depart, leaving a
weak legacy with their aver-
age policies and appoint-
mends,” Shoaib said. Dawn..
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Emmy award-winning aciress Jessica Alba spills

AL

the beans belind her

danghier s reaction fo learning about her Hollywood fame.

How to spot a true friend

Dunng the coursa of hife, we
come across a lot of people,
cach of them possessing al
least one unique quality, lﬁc it
different family background,
religion, race, disposition
and whal noL

We also become fricnds with
many of these people and a
lod of the time, become of
reasons such as nakvely and
gullibility, it gets hard 1o
keep track of who our true
Iriends really are.

50 how do we identify a irue
fricnd from a fake one?
While this may sound like an
easy task, | think it can be
much harder than it sounds,
as  oftenlimes, voungsicrs
like us mistake a fake frend
for a true friend.

And many tmes, a fake
friend appears good on the
surface, They tell you all the
pleasing things vou wani 1o
hear when, in reality, they
feign their sincerity and
make you feel hormible about
yoursell’ through their toxic
decorum.

On the other hand, a true
fricnd may nod always praisc
yiou and would call vou owul
wihen you do WIGng, because
they are pctually sincere and

hionest,

Be aware of the qualities
necessany in a trug friend, for
it can help us differentiate

between a genuing compan-
ion and the one who is
merely fake and insincere,
And it also prevents us from
falling prey to & bad com-
pany and becoming like one
of them, only 1o leam our
lesson when it is oo late.

In my opinion, there ane cer-
Lain characlenstics possessed
by a true friend which differ-
cntiates himher from a fake
fricnd. These qualitics are
very simple and casy to spol,
il we strive o do s0 without
being carried away by only
what we see,

Tree frends never lead you
asiray

One of the primary differ-
ences belween o true and a
fake friend is that a true
fricnd will never encourage
vou bo commit deplorable ac-
tions which may have ad-
verse efficcts on other poople
pnd yourselll

For example, during online
classes these days, among
other obstacles, many teach-
érs also have to lace the issue
of disrespectiul students.

These students wend 1o team
up and call their teachers
paes, make fun of them and
cause disturbance during the
class, which is absolutely un-
acceplable and unethical.
You may enjoy dcg‘;:din;
others for some me, but it is
actually v damaging lor
the [ma};;lcﬁn ang I;&mrﬁ; in-
sulted.
Demecaning anyone, cspe-
cially vour teachers, who ang
wl}ln{l}' of your respect as
much as your parcnis, is
never okay and should be re-
frained from at all cosis.
That's why a true fmend
would not encourage such
behavious, and they will iry
bor SR You Mom Camying oul
such actions. True fnends do
nod wani you o gel inio an
problem or demean yoursell.
Om the contrary, a fake mend
wiould always encourage you
to engage in such reckless
actions, because they wall
value a few moments of fun
over other people’s esteem or
repulation,
And on the first sign of you
E?1 ing into trouble, they will
the first to run away, leav-
ing vou to fight for yvoursell
in a siluation that you god
into thanks to their help.
True friends are honest
Another imporianl contrast
between true and fake asso-
ciates is that a true friend will
always give you their honest
opinon, without humiliation
of any sort, while a fake
fricnd will say anything to
please you, even if its false,
nl canng aboul breaking
your trust or selling you up
for greater humiliateon after-
wards Dawn..

Anne Hathaway
races to release
Covid-19

rom-com
Locked Down tells the story

of a couple on the verge of

breaking up until coronavirus
resinclions leave them stuck
together.

As the rest of the world was

shutting down 1o stave off

Covid-19, U.S, star Anne
Hathaway found hersell start-
ing up a whole new movie
project - a rom-com heist
caper set in the pandemic still
raging around her.

"I don't think ¢ither of us quite
know how we pulled it off,”
Hathaway 1old Reuters as she
sl dovan with her co-star Chi-
welel Ejiofor 1o talk about

Locked Daown, the result of

their labours that  sianbed
sircaming on HBO Max on
Thursday.

The film tells the story of o
couple on the verge of break-
ing up, until coronavirus re-
strictions leave them stuck
together in London.

The frustration from their
forced cohabitation and o se-
rigs of plot iwists boil over
into & scheme to steal a dia-
mond from Harrod's depart-
Pl S0,

Shooting starbed in the autumn
when Britain was mmping up
restrictions again afler a rela-
tive lull. The race was on o
get evervihing done before the
full shufters came down again,
and Lo get the film out while
the selling was current.

The two actors agreed to do
the film after secing only an
incomplete scripl.

"It was one of those things
that becomes a kind of blur,
vou know,” said Ejiofor, the
star of 12 Years a Slave, Kinky
Boots and Serenity.

“Maybe ihe first couple of

days 1 was on top of the lines,
you know, and then there was
just the rest of the shooting
schedule. And it was complex,

but it was fun ... (o kind of

play in that and 0 be on

edge. ,

Thiz pandemiec Tramed the plot,
and had an equally strong in-
Muence behind the camern.
“It’s a strange thing 1o make a
film with everybody in
masks,” said Ejiofor.

“There are people there that |
did not see their full faces. |
probably will pass them in the
stroct one day and then they'l]
cover themselves and 1I'll be
like, oh, it"s you!™ Dawn,,

It's official: Sajal will star in Jemima
Goldsmith's What's Love Got To Do

U5 ollicial: Sajal A Mir,
previously Sajal Aly, is par
of the star-studded cast of
Jemima Goldsmith's roman-
tie comedy film, What's
Lovwe Giod To Do With I
Written and produced by
Jemima, movic is 'I:u:in; cur-
rently beimg in the United
Kingdom.

Senor journalist and enter-
tainment reporier al BBC,
Harcon Rashid, confirmed
the news through dircct
SOHINCES.

"Confirmed: Sajal Ali has
joined the cast of What's
Love Got To Do With Ie, di-
recied by Shekhar Kapur and
roduced and written by
crmima  Khan,” he an-
nounced.

"The romeom stars Emma
Thompaon, Lily James &
Shazad Latil and is currently
being shot in London. Con-
firmed by Sajal’s agent
Hamid Hussain.”

With It

retwgel by Jemama inds-
cates that Bollywood veteran
actor Shabana Azm is also
ﬁnan of the project.
he  conlirmation  comes
after much speculation
around the lopic as cager
fans wanled more informa-
tion on whether the BMom
actor would be part of the big
praject.
“It’s rumoured that Sajal Ali
is currently in London shoot-
ing for Jemima Goldsmith's
production, What's Love Ciot
To Do With li, directed by
Shekhar Kapur, The film also
stars Emma Thompson, ].iIF
James and Shazad Latif,
Sajal’s rep has been con-
tacted for confirmation,
Huge if true!™ Rashid had
carlier posted.
The film will mark Shekhar
Kapurs, popularly known
for Mr India and Dil Se, di-
rectonal refum  since  his
2007 Oscar-winning produc-

non £

The movie 15 sel between
London and Souih Asia, ex-
plonng cross-culiural con-
Micts of love and marriage.
“It"s a story of identities,”
Kapur had weld Variety in
Movember. lt's aboul cul-
tural clashes and it's a com-
edy, but it’s about hiding
behind an identity and how
identities can become ribal,
and how inbalism can lead o
clashes and fundamentalism.
It"s a romeom, but based on
this fundamental idea of peo-
}du edopting identitics out of
car of marginalisation.™
With an extensive repertodne
of work under her belt and
masses of fans all aver the
world cheenng her on, we're
not really surprised that Sajal
secured this high-profile gig.
Leoking forward to the all-
siar cast?! Draam..

Award winning singer and songwriter Selena Gomez spills the beans be-
hind the real reason she chose to call out tech giant Mark Zuckerberg over
his blatant disregard for spreading ‘disinformation’ on social media.

This delicious
Teriyaki chicken
recipe will be a hit
at your intimate

gathering this week
As 2020 passed, it left so
much behind for ws to under-
stand — the changes, paticnice
and life! It brought so much
with il in $0 many ways, buf
what did it do For us gasiro-
nomically?

For all the chaos the year left
behind, | think it gave us
something imporiant (o pon-
der over, an entire human ges-
tation period. Nine months of
familics gathered around the
dinins table, celebrating, shar-
ing all kinds of oocasions, mo-
ments, disappointments and,
unforunately, sometimes tears
as well,

During this time, the common
thread and forever connector
was, and 15, creativity in the
kitchen, cooking, sharing
recipes — food.

This understanding must be
realised with a sense of over-
whelming reverential respect,
stirred wﬁh wonder, a sense of
family, community, sharin
and love, Mothers, family an
iriends within the bubble of
safery, aurtured each other by
finding unigue ways of creat-
ing magic around the table,
That is one of the most impor-
tant kitchen lessons 1 learnt
during this time, now that |
have the luxury to reflect on it
from the lens of the present
into the past. That's the thing
about reflection, memony and
editing. It cleans up leaving
the lessons behind, as if, when
they appeared in real time,
they descended from a halo of
perfiect understanding and not
after struggle, suffening and
challenges.

| developed a new apprecia-
Lion J'-u::ﬂ:eml-..ing. IMPE;I}F&E-
tance of ingredicnts and the
direct nuriure and nourish-
ment it provides. Everything
that can be made a1 & Michelin
Star restaurant or a1 8 dhaaba,
can  be accomplished in
moim’s kitchen,

I served food in plates, with
cutlery that may have other-
wise been reserved for enter-
mining. I, now, often serve
meals in formal china and
porcelain. The cutlery is
sparkling and silver, the
glasses erystal clear, and the
food can swing both ways,
simple or sublime,

As humanity we wenl o &
very dark space in 2020 bast, in
the end, we have found hope
in the form of immunisalion,

Jd| To celebrate this my of light, |

decided to make homemade
Chinese and Japanese, and
SETVE il with SO
prezaes.Dawn..
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ECP urges SC to
send back
presidential refer-
ence on Senate polls

ISLAMABAD: The Elec-
tion Cormmission of Pakistan
(ECP) has opposed the hold-
ing of Senale clections
through the open ballot,

In its 12 c Iy sub-
mitted o Ui?gnﬂlprcrﬂ::yf_‘uun
of Pakistan Saturday through
Advocate Sheharyar Swati,
which is hearing a presiden-
tial reference on the subject,
the ECP argued that Aricle
226 of the constitution that
dealt with Senate elections
clearly stated that all eleg-
tions, excepl those for prime
minister of chiel minister,
would be held through secret
hallot

The Commission argued
that since elections for the
Upper House of parliament
ﬁgghdd under I:hi:'"mnslil:u-
tion, &0 10 order 1o climinate
the provision of secrct ballot,
amendment 1o the constitu-
tion was required. The ECP
satid there was also a mention
of Senate elections in Articles
59, 219 and 224 of the Con-
sEitwt i,

The Commission further
said that since the Indian con-
stitution was silenl on secnel
hallod, the couns in that coun-

had relied on that, On the
other hand, Jamaat-e-lslami
(1) has appealed to the apex
court o relurn presidential
reference 1o the government
instead of giving a verdict on
it,

JI, im ins simtement submit-
ted 10 the 5C, has also called
for amending the Constitu-
tion if the provision of secret
hallot is to be eliminated. It
has stressed the need for let-
ting the parliament decide the
mode of holding elections for
the Upper House of parlia-
Frent,

Earlier, Jamiat Ulema-g-
Islam-Fazl (JUT-F) has alsp

the idea of open hal-

opposed

lot, Sindh govi reply next
wieek While all other three
provinces, in their replics
submitted to the Supreme
Court, have supporicd the
idea of holding Senate elec-

tions via open ballot, the pov-
ernment of Sindh, on the
other hand, has sought one
week time from the apex
coun for the submission of its
reply in the case, The court is
now to resume heanng in the
case an Monday (January
18).

On Dec 23, 20000, the fed-
cral government had sought
the Supreme Courl opinion
on holding the upcoming
elections for the upper house
of the Parliament through
open ballot and show of
hands, President Dr Anl Alvi,
afler a ving the 1
of mcpﬁmﬁminisﬂ?ﬁd
filed a reference in the
Supreme Court, secking its
opinion on the Senate elec-
tion through show of hands.

Through the reference,
filed Article 186 of the
Constitwion, the president
sought the opinion of the
country’s highest ¢court on
amending Section (6) 122 of
the Election Act 2007 with-
outl amending the Constifu-
i,

“The requirement of secnct
ballot for election for Senate
iz not by way of a constitu-
tional mandate but it is by
only way of a statutony provi-
sions namely Section 122(6)
of the Elections Act, 2017,
which may be amended by an
Act of Parliament or through
an ordinance, promulgated
under Article 8% of the Con-
stitution,” the reference had
contended.

The reference had claimed
that it will promote trans-
parcncy and accountability in
the electoral process, ac-
knowledge respect for the
choice and desires of the cit-
ieen voders, strengthen polit-
ical  parties and their
discipling which is essential
for parliamentary democracy,
discourage floor crossing, use
of laundered money for vole
buying in elections which

y insult the mandate of

the people. MNI

ISLAMABAD: Danghter of BRIG (Retd) Asad

Munir (Late) addressing media
Depuiy Chairman Senale Saleem Mandviwalla dur-

s along with

ing his visif for condolence of the BRIG (Retd) Asad
Munir (Late) oufside his house in Federal Capital

India prepares for next
phase of aggression in Kash-
mir: AJK Masood Khan

ISLAMABAD: Azad Jammu
and Kashmir President Sar-
dar Masood Khan has said
that Kashmiris who are being
slaughtered like animals by
the Indian army are pant of
the body and soul of the Pak-
istani nation and it is our na-
tional responsibility 1o save
them from the worst tyranny,
Addressing  seminars  on
"Kashmir liberation move-
ment and owr national re-
sponsibilitics™ organized by
vanious Pakistani national in-
stitutions, he said that India is
certainly responsible for the
agonics of the Kashmin peo-
ple but we must not forget the
characters like Sheikh Abdul-
lah who had pl;})'cﬂ the role
of facilitators for rlndin i

b a major of the dis-
ﬁh:d slatlnl:. '[I;glﬁlntr: presi-
dent  said  that  the
recccupation  of occupicd
Jammu and Kashmir, declar-
ing it part of the Indian Union
and to change the demogra-
phy of the occupied 1emilory
was just one phase of the In-
dian plan, and in the next
phase, India wanis to invade
Azad Kashmir and Gilgit-
Baltistan, which India had re-
vealed by issuing new maps
and through public state-

ments made by their leaders
time and again.

Referring to the situation in
occupied Kashmir, President
Sardar Masood Khan zaid
that more than eight million
people of the occupied state

have been kept under sic
by the Indian Army for
last 16 months where vouths
are being killed in fake en-
counters be falsely declaring
them as wermorists.

The Kashmiri children as
young as nine, ten and eleven
vears old have been arrested
and imprisoned where they
are subjected 1o ihe worst 1or-
itwre to force them o abandon
their » e for froedom and
right to self-determination.
On the ather hand, two mil-
lion Hindu citoens from dif-
ferenl pans of India have
been brought and settled in
Kashmir (o change the demo-
graphic struciure of the dis-
puted mrﬁll:!_lﬁr and this
process was stll going on the
fast track. Answening vanous
questions of the paricipants,
President  sardar  Masood
Khan said that the impression
that Kashmir resistance
movement was confined to
only border arcas was not
cormacl.

He said that details available
of martyrs in Kashouir by the
Indian Army shows that they

belong 1o all parts of oeeu- |0

ied Kashmir,

Azad Kashmir president
said that none of the leaders
of the resistance movement
in{|1ﬂi_ﬂ%JS}'Eﬂ Ali Gilani,
Mireaiz Umar Faroog, Yasin
Malik, Shabbir Ahmad Shah,
Asiva  Andrabi, Musart
Alam Butt and others be-
lenged.

ISLAMABAD: A worker of petrol pump is chang-
ing the price digits on the price board as this is the
third time in four weeks that fuel prices have been in-

creased, which is unbearable for people.

N
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ISEAMABAD: Special Assistant fo Prime Min

2

ister on Poveriy Alleviation

and Secial Safety Sania Nishtar convenes a consultation on infegrated
beneficiary targeting for the upcoming One Window Ehsaas Service in

Federal Capital.

Pak-Turkey face common challenges in
their regions, interests: Air Chief

AMNKARA: Pakistan Chief
of Air Staff Anwar Khan has
said that apant from sharing
common culture and faih,
the brotherdy countries of
Pakistan and Turkey also
have commonalities in chals
lenges they face in their re-
gions and interesis,

Pakistan Air Chicl Mar-
shal Amwar Khan said that
Pakistan and Turkey enjoy a
unique and enviable relation-
ship.

“Chur relationship is uni
and enviable, nod :Eil:.r hﬂ:ﬁ
Pakistan and Turkey, but all
across the world look at
us like that™ said Pakistan
Chief of Air Staff Mujahid
Anwar khan,

Noting that he sees Turkey
as a second home, Khan said:
“In my candid opinion, we
arE W COunnes, oAe na-
tion,” Khan emphasized tha
the two countrics do things in
unison in all spheres of life
from political leadership 1o
i litary and i
contact, and m&urﬂmﬁ
rooted  bilateral relations
have improved 1o date,

Apart from sharing com-
mon culture and faith, the
brotherly countries of Pak-
istan and Turkey also have
commonalities in challenges
they face in their regions and
interests, he added.

*These values, these rela-
tionships were instilled in
us,” Khan said, adding that
both nations must augment
the relationship further, as
wiell as handing it down o
our fulure gencrations,

Emphasizing Islamabad’s
support for Ankara on
Cyprus and other regional is-
sues, Khan said his country
stands by Turkey in its fight
against lerronsm.

Recognizing the secunily
challenges Turkey faces on
its borders, he said: “We

know Dacsh[/1515] and
PEE[YPG]. They are a clear
and present danger.”

“We need 1o have mutual
collaboration, and coopera-
tion, 1o overcome these chal-
lenges,” he said, adding that
Pakisian also has similar
challenges on its borders,

Khan said that Pakistanm
and Turkey also have a com-
mon vision which is (o main-
tain regional stability, peace,
and prospenty. He sad this
viston manifiests itsell with
Turkey's support 10 Azerbai-
jan in its fight to liberate its
lands from Armenia’s nearly
three decades long occupa-
tion. *] appreciate the ever-
INCreasing relationship
between Pakistan and the
Turkish defense industry,”
Khan sad on two countres
cooperation in the held.

Citing high-level visiis in
the defense field that take
place regulardy in both coun-
ines, Khan termed the bilat-
eral defense  cooperation
“exemplary.”

Tt-uc‘hiu@ Turkey's role in
Azerbaijan’s victory over Ar-
menia‘s army, he said the
country's armed drones weng
the key in the liberation of
lamds, =1 think it was one of
the catalysts, UAVs [un-
manned acnal  wehicle]

layed its role in secuning the
I:bu:{'niiun nl'l:l:n:-c-c:upl'cj ber-
ritories.”

Khan noted that likewise,
Pakistan also achieved sig-
nificant progress in the de-
fense i and added that
the two countnies should con-
tinue cooperation in the ficld.

"We need 1o furiher
strengthen our defense coop-
eration,” he said, adding that
both countries could learn
from each other,

He said the military coop-
eration should be built on
economic cooperation, and

Verdict of
PTI's foreign

funding case
should be an-

nounced before
other parties:

Bilawal
KARACHI: Chairman Pak-
istan People’s Pany (PFP) Bi-
lawal Bhutio Zardan has said
that the Election Commission
of Pakistan (ECP) should first
announce the decision of
PT1's forcign funding case and
then other partics.

Talking to media on Saturday,
the PPP chairman said that the
posar COONONUE  Siuzlion of
Pakistan and ¢ver increasing
prices of daily needs was a
dammning charge sheet against
the government and its anti-

Eloarpn[h:i:-s-

¢ said that the people of Pak-
istan ane facing historic infla-
tion and bearing the failures of
PTl government. The Prime
Minister says that the ccon-
omy is moving in the nght di-
reclion, but in reality, be is not
aware of the problems of the
COTITION mun,

Bilawal Bhutto said that this s
the reason why PDM has de-
manded the resignation of the
Prime Minister. Because of
him, the country fell into a
complete blackout. This raises
questions I'Egll‘di.l‘l&l the coun-
try*s security and the govemn-
ment has been unable 1o
provide an explanation about

It
Regarding the foreign funding
case, he said thal the matter
has long remained unresolved.
On January 19, PDM will de-
mand from the Election Com-
mission  to  anmounce the
decision of the funding case
and inform the public about
who provided funding to PTILL
The Election Comniiision
should first announce the de-
cizion of PTI and then odhers,
B added.
He denied making any back-
door negoliations, saving that
such rumors are d delib-
erately to misl the public,
FDM will remove the Prime
Minisier in a constitutional
and democratic way. I we
movie forward on one page
and attempl o remove the
Prime Minster in Parliament,
wie will suceeed, he said.
Bilawal said that PDM will
achieve favorable resulis in
the Senate elections, even
the government is try-
ing to rig them by enforcing a
show of hands rale. MM

added that joint projects, ex-
enciscs, production, raining,
and technology sharing are
leading arcas of cooperation
between the twio countries.

Az the world iz shifting
from unipolarity (o multipo-
larity, it brings new chal.
le said Khan,

“Unfortunately, economic
interests are being preferred
globally over the moral and
cthical values of humanity,™
Khan stressed, adding tha
situations in Palesting, Kash-
mir, and Azerbaijan are ¢lear
examples of it

K.han thanked ihe Turkish
president, forcign minister,
and parliament speaker for
“their supportive statemenis
on Kashmir issue al various
international forums as the
uaresalvied issue is still a
challenge for the global com-
muniy.”

Khan said that as Pakisian
wants to have frniendly rela-
tions with the neighbornn
countnes, if extended a han
of frendship to India many
times but Mew Delhi rejected
it. Highlighting Indian prox-
ies in Adghanistan, Khan said
they are frying to destabilize
the couniry, and thai “Indian
proxics are behind all spo-
radic terrorist activites.”

On India’s air attack on
Pakistan in Feb 2009,
Khan called the incsdent *a
ﬁ:wz mistake™ and said that

musadventun: was a polit-
ically motivated move by In-
dian Prime Minister
Marendra Modi, who wanted
to win the elections.

He said India did not re-
spect the termitonal integrit
nﬁ ncighbarly v:mmtr;gmi
it was “an act of war.”

“Pakistan had to respond
and our response was v
loud and clear,™ he stressed,
adding that India needed o
leam from the incident,

FAISALABAD: lawyer is casiing voie during
election of District Bar at District Court in city.

Pakistan will continue
exposing ugly face of
India to world: Moeed
Yousaf

ISLAMABAD: Special As-
sistant o Prime Minister on
Mational Security Mooed
Yousuf has said that India
faked terrorism o implicate
Pakistan for 20 years, we
should s10p wondering about
fake claims of a rogue state
and conlinue eXposing ils
ugly face to world,

In an exclusive interview
with a private lelevision
channel, Moced Yousul said
that we should stop being
surprised, India s deeds are in
front of everyone, as a stale
wie repeatedly said that the
Pulwama attack was fake.
He said that he was repeat-
cdly mforming the world that
India could carmy out another
such fake operation and had
also given dossier to the
wiorld. Now the world has 1o
draw a conclusion, unfil the
resulis India will continue 1o
cover its face.

The Special Assistant for Ma-
tional Security said that In-
dian banks are also spreading
terrorism, now the world has
to do justice regarding India.
Things come up against India
on & daily basis, the world
should make a decision based
on justice agains India which
has been pretending to be a
victim of terrofism for the
last 20 years,

Moced Yousul added that
India would be active on the
global diplomatic from. We
will funilser strengthen our
lobby, also acknowledging
that their lobby is very strong
globally. But we wall sull try
to win the world stage with

truth. We will not be afraid of
anyone and we will not apol-
ogize to anvone but will
admil our weaknesses,
He said that Pakistan had al-
ready said that Pulwama at-
tack wias o drama, we dhould
#10p being surprised o clums
of a rogue state, Pakistan has
revealed the face of India
the world and they will be
humiliated.
The Special Assisiani said
theat in the last one and a hall’
years, India has been repni-
manded through diplomacy, a
ot of effort has been made
and meore will be done, we
meed time for that
During the conversalion,
Moced Yousul said tha
Prime Minister lmran Khan
was talking about the False
Flag operation not as an indi-
widhual bat as a state, W can-
nol bring everything to the
ublic. The world does n
isten W us with justice,
which they should listen 1.
The enemy country buys
weapons from big countries
in the world, they have inter-

(=118

Alter the facts of the Pul-
wama attack came to light, he
said that the Financial Action
Task Force (FATF) was urg-
ing the international commu-
nity to fake action against
India, as Indian banks wene
invelved in money launder-
ing while the money was
being used inappropriately.
With such money, these peo-
ple spread terronism, the
world must do justice, he
added. NNi

India prepares for next phase of
aggression in Kashmir: Masood

ISLAMABAD: Awad Jammu
and Kashmir President Sar-
dar Masood Khan has said
that Kashmiris who are being
slaughtered like animals by
the Indian army are par of
thi body and soul of the Pak-
istani nation and it is our ni-
tipnal responsibility to save
them from the worst tyranny,
Addressing scminars on
"Kashmir liberation move-
ment and our national re-
sponsibilities” organized by
variouws Pakistani national in-
stitutions, he said that India
is certainly responsible for
the aponies of the Kashmin
2 but we must ool (o
ﬁcl the characters like Sheikh
bdullsh who had played
the role of facilitators for
India 1o grab a major part of
the disputed state.
The state president said that
thi resccupation of occupied
Jamniu and Kashmir, declar-
ing il part of the Indian
Unicn and to change the de-

mography of the occupied
terrilory was just one phase
of the Indian plan, and 1n the
next phase, India wants (o in-
vade Azad Kashmir and
Gilgit-Baltistan, which India
revealod by issuing new
maps and through public
statemenis made by their
leaders time and again.
Referring (o the situation in
occupicd Kashmir, President
Sardar Masood Khan said
that more than eight million
people of the occupied state
have been kept under sicge
by the Indian Army for the
lasg 16 months whene youths
are being killed in fake en-
counters be falsely declaring
them as terrorists, The Kash-
miri children as young as
ming, ten and cleven years
old have been armested and
imprisoned where they are
subpected to the worst tonure
to force them to abandon
their struggle for freedom
and right to self-determina-

tion. On the other hand, two
million Hindu citizens from
different parts of India have
been brought and senled in
Kashmir to change the de-
magraphic struciure of the
dizputed termtory and this
55 was slill going on the
ast track, Answering vanous
;l.u:ﬁlin:rm of the participants,
resident Sardar Masood
Khan said that the impres-
sion thal Kashmir resistance
mavement was confined 1o
only border arcas was not
cormect. He said that details
available of martyrs in Kash-
mir by the Indian Arm
shows that they belong 1o all
s of occupied Kashmir,
Acad Kashmir president
said that mone of the leaders
of the resistance movement
including Syed Ali Gilani,
Mirwaiz Limar Faroog, Yasin
Malik, Shabbir Ahmad Shah,
Asiva  Andrabi, Musaramt
Alam Butt and others be-
loaged to the border.

State-run utili-
ties will become
efficient, trans-

parent: ICCI

Shahid Rasheed

Islamabad: Former Presis
dieni ICCT Shahid Rasheed
Butt on Saturday said the trad-
ing community full suppon
move of the govemment (o
liberalise the gas sector by al-
lowing the private sector 1o es-
tablish terminal and star

impariing LNG.
m iston will ensure

availability of gas on econom=
rcal rates whibe supply will not
be disrupted unnecessarily, he
said. Shahid Rasheed %uu
said that the gas sector will be-
corme more iransparent which
is necessary for improved eoo-
nomic activity and bringing an
cnd to gas sector circular debt.

Talking 1o the business
community, he said that the
government could not tame
the ¢ sector as intended
while a shortage in winter and
high price of LMG has irigger
protests, therefore, it has de-
cided 1o liberalize the gas mar-
ket. The regulator has allowed
itwo companies to establish
their LMG terminals wihile pao
mone 1es have been al-
lowed to import LMNG and
transport it across the country
through tankers.

The companies establishing
terminals will use the e ca-
pacity of existing lerminals
unless their project is coms-
pleted which will help the
government save billions as il
has 1o pay Lo terminal opera-
tors under the contract.

The move of the govemn-

||| ment may force the siate-run

gas companies 1o become effi-
cient and transparent to keep
their customers and it will end
the gas sector circular debt, he
said.

The business leader said
that Ogra has repeatedly failed
to safeguard the interests of
masses, therefore, reforms
shoatld be introduced coupled
with improved regulations so
that it can take proper action if
the private sector try to form a
cartel o skin masses, he de-
manded.

Pl

RAWALPINDI: Federal Minister for Aﬂ' Ghine-

lam Sarwar Khan p.r}'ing 'er iman

Gas project af

ing the Sui
area of the city.

Sindh seeks Fed per-
mission to allow vac-

cine procurement:
Pechuho

KARACHI: Sindh's
health minister Az
Pechuho has asked the fed-
eral government to allow
the province to procure the
COTovInS vaccine itself,

Provincial Health Minis-
ter Azra Pechuho talking o
media, has said that the
province has repeatedly
asked from the centre but
YEL B Teceive an appropriate
reply over the matter.

“It seems Pakistan will
receive the vaccine after all
other countries,” the minis-
ter said,

Smdh health minister sad

that mutations being oc-
curred in the coronavirus
gene,
Azra Pechuho said,"We
want an early recovery of
patients from the disease,”
adding that delay in the vac-
cination would have nega-
tive impact.

Talking on vaccines, the
minister gaid that
Sinopharm being used at
China and several other
countries incleding Behirain
and UAE. “We could not
uze Plizer's vaccing as it
will be impossible to keep

the cold chain™,

It is to be mentioned here
that Pfizer’s vaccine needs
to be kept extremely cold at
minus 70 degrees Celsius.

According to  sources,
Pakiztan has granted per-
mission 1o use Oxford-As-
traZeneca Covid- 19 vaccine
(AZDI1222) in emergency
sifuaton.

The Drug Begulatory Au-
thority of Pakistan (DRAF)
has given the approval for
urgent-use of the Britsh
COVID-19  vaccine, The
vaccing, approved by the
British Medicine and
Healthcare Products Regu-
latory Authority, is said o
I effective for people of all
age groups and could be
stored in home refrigera-
tors.

After the approval of the
British vaccine from the rel-
evant authority, AZD1222
can be imporied in Pakistan,
A Karachi-based pharma-
ceutical company will im-
port the Brtish vaccine,
whereas, the price of vac-
cine for the private sector
will be fixed by the govem-
ment, MM

Court records statement of witness in
money laundering case as Shehbaz,
Hamza appear

LAHORE: Leaders of the
Opposition in the National
Assembly and the Punjab
Assembly  respectively,
Shehbaz Shanf and Hamza
Shahbaz Saturday appeared
before an  accountability
court in Lahore in the
money  laundering  case
against Shehbaz's family.
The court recorded state-
ment of Muhammad Mag-
sood, & witness from the
chief minister’s office. A
large number of Pakistan
Muslim League-MNawaz
{PML-N)} workers and
heavy contingents of police
were present outside the
court. Earlier, Director Gens
eral of NAB Lahore had
submitted a report in the
court through investigation
officer on freezing the prop-
erties of Shehbax Shanf's
wife Musrat Shahbaz,
daughter Rabia Imran and
others, Shehbaz Sharif told
that there was no doctor
dealing with cancer patients
present in the government
panel, therefore, he re-
quested the court to include
his personal doctor in the
board. Accountability court
had declared Shehbaz
Shanf’s wife Nusrat Shah-
baz as proclaimed offender
in money laundering case.
Musril Shahbaz was de-
clared absconder over her
continuous absence in case
hearings,

On November 11, 2020,
Mian Shehbaz Sharif and
hiz son Hamza Shehbaz
Sharf were indicted in
money laundering reference
by accountability court.

All the accused in the case
pleaded not guilty, Shehbaz

Shanf, while rejecting alle-
gations of the anti-graft
watchdog, said that he was
being politically victimized.
Approver Yasir Mushtag
had recorded his statement
in connection with money
laundering case agamst the
family of Shehbaz Sharif.
The approver told that he
was directed by Sharif fam-
ily's Chief Executive Offi-
cer {CED) to tumn the black
money worth Rs 60 crore
info white.
Chief financial officer
{CFY) had told to use bank
account of Mushtaq and
Company for tel phic
transfer (TT), he :;F::L
On Sepiember 28, 2020,
MAB tcam had arrested
Shehbaz Shanf in money
laundering case after La-
hore High Count {(LHC) re-
jected his bail plea,
A two-member bench of the
Lahore High Court com-
prising  Justice Sardar
Abmed Nacem and Justice
Farooq Haider heard the
lea, during which Shehbaz
arif's lawvyer presented
s ents.
Coungel aof PML-N Presi-
dent argued that Shehbaz
Sharif saved over Rsl,00d
billion of national fI:hL‘q-
wer and never received his
pay a5 a member of Ma-
tional Assemibly.
No evidence was available
against Shehbaz Sharif in
mioney laundermg case and
none of the witnesses ac-
cused PML-N leader of the
ill practice, he added.
Accountability court had is-
sued bailable amrest war-
rants for Shehbaz Sharif's
wife Musrai Shahbaz and

hiz daughter Rabia Imran
over continuous absence in
money Iamdtr'mF case.
The accountability judge
had directed Nusrat Shah-
baz and Rabia Imran to at-
tend the hearings at any
Ccost.
While talking to media out-
side the court, Shehbaz
Shamf said that the incum-
bent government of Pak-
istan Tehreek-e-Insaf (PTI)
wis taking political revenge
from PML-MN leaders. |
have always served the peo-
Elz of Punjab with sincerity,
¢ added.
According to the NAB in-
vestigation réport, Chief Fi-
nancial Officer of Sharif
family Muhammad Usman
Iaunl:lircdi money for the
Shehbaz family.
Muhammad Usmian started
working for the Sharif fam-
ily in 2005 at Ramzan
Sugar Mills for Rs 90,000
per month. In 2006, the
Mawaz family scquired Hu-
daibiva Engineering from
the Shehbaz family and in
2007, the Shehbaz family
made more companies, in-
cluding the Shanf Feed
Mill, to expand their busi-
ness, The bank accounts of
Shehbaz Shanf™s wife Mus-
rat Shehbaz and his sons
wiere used for foreign remit-
tances and loans, On the di-
rection of Salman, Wagar
Trading Company made
fake forcign remittances of
Es 600 million. The entire
amouni was iransferred to
Salman Shehbaz's personal
account via cheque but it is
not known where Salman
receives his money from.
MM




